The Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan
Grand Opening Pre-Event at Hyokeikan
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Ito Jakuchi’s

“Colorful Realm of Living Beings”
and Kano Eitoku’s
“Chinese Lions”
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FiHIMI BB DL About High-Resolution Facsimiles Joint-Research Project on the Utilization of High-Resolution Facsimiles of Cultural Properties
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The high-resolution facsimiles of the Colorful Realm of Living Beings paintings
and Chinese Lions screens were made mobilizing technologies developed
through the Tsuzuri Project, a joint undertaking by Canon Inc. and the Kyoto
Culture Association. Canon’s cutting-edge cameras and control system
captured and synthesized high-resolution digital data in a non-invasive fashion,
while the company’s proprietary color-matching system faithfully reproduced
the hues of the original pieces. The image-processed, high-definition digital
datasets were then reproduced on silk with a large-format Canon
ImagePROGRAPH printer featuring a twelve-pigment ink system that can
capture subtle nuances. Kyoto artisans skilled in traditional painting
techniques subsequently hand-applied refinements for coloring, gold-leafing,
gold pigment processing, and mounting.

Japanese cultural properties, often made of paper, silk, wood, and other
fragile materials, are typically displayed inside glass cases with controlled
temperature, humidity, and lighting. By contrast, facsimile displays do not
require such enclosures, allowing for intimate viewing in a less restricted
environment—an experience that mere duplicates cannot provide.
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Centennial Exhibition of Colorful Realm of Living Beings at the Hyokeikan
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Exactly a century ago in 1926, Tokyo National Museum’s Hyokeikan building— then known as the Tokyo Imperial Houschold
Museum—hosted the “Special Exhibition of Imperial Properties: The Thirty Scrolls of Itd Jakuch@’s Colorfiul Realm of Living
Beings.” Displaying all thirty scrolls at once, it was the very first exhibition dedicated to the entire work.

Since then, a century has passed. Now designated a National Treasure, the exhibition environment and number of days
the Colorfu/ Realm of Living Beings can be placed on display are strictly controlled. The completion of the high-quality,
high-resolution facsimiles, however, has paved the way for this tribute to the original exhibition at its landmark centennial.
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‘The high-resolution facsimiles of the Colorful Realm of Living Beings
scrolls were produced utilizing silk canvas and other traditional materials.
A special type of silk canvas especially developed for the project

made possible high-quality reproduction of the colors in the works.
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The mounting fabrics have been reproduced as well, but the roller ends
of the scrolls are made of rosewood instead of ivory; rosewood was
likely used when Jakuchi completed the scrolls.
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Handing Down the Masterpieces for Another Century
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While Chinese Lions and Colorful Realm of Living Beings appear beautifully preserved, we must remember that
centuries have passed since they were created. Despite proper conservation efforts, the works are in an extremely
fragile state and their pigments can easily flake off or fade.

By contrast, faithful and high-resolution reproductions offer a new way for people to discover and appreciate the
appeal of the originals without exposing them to environmental stress. We hope the replicas serve as an entry point,
inspiring many people to broaden their interest in the masterpieces themselves and related cultural properties.
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Ité Jakucha,
“Colorful Realm of Living Beings”
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National Treasure
Kano Eitoku, “Chinese Lions”
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This is a monumental thirty-scroll sequence by master painter Ito Jakucha (1716-1800), which

he completed over a period of ten years. Their remarkably detailed brushwork and bold composition

set these works apart from those of any other painter. In 1765, Jakucha himself donated the scrolls to

Shokokuji Temple in Kyoto, where they were displayed during Buddhist rituals alongside the

Sakyamuni Triptych, another of his prominent works. The temple presented the set of scrolls to the
Imperial Household in 1889, and in 2021 it was designated a National Treasure.
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The Chinese Lions screen stands as the greatest work of Kané Eitoku (1543-1590), a master painter

favored by the sixteenth-century warlords Oda Nobunaga and Toyotomi Hideyoshi. The panels

feature two imposing Chinese-style lions, rendered in bold brushwork against a gold-leaf background.

The work distills the aesthetic tastes of the warrior class of the time and embodies the splendor of

Momoyama-period (1568-1615) culture. In the seventeenth century it was completed as a pair of
six-panel folding screens after Kand Tsunenobu (1636-1713), Eitoku’s great-grandson, added the left
screen. Mori Motonori (1839-1896), former lord of the Choshit domain presented the pair of screens

to the Imperial Household in 1888, and they were designated a National Treasure in 2021.
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Hif EH$% High-Resolution Facsimiles on display
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High-Resolution Facsimiles of 1t6 Jakuchi’s “Colorful Realm of Living Beings”
By CANON INC. (Joint-Research Project on the Utilization of High-resolution Facsimiles of Cultural Properties 2023)/
printed on silk/ fifteen of thirty scrolls of exhibited in first and second phases of exhibition/

The Museum of the Imperial Collections, Sannomaru Shozokan
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The Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan
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High-Resolution Facsimile of Kané Eitoku’s “Chinese Lions”
By CANON INC. (Joint-Research Project on the Utilization of High-resolution Facsimiles of Cultural Properties 2023)/
printed, gold on washi paper/ one of the pair of six-folded screens/
The Museum of the Imperial Collections, Sannomaru Shozokan
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NATIONAL CENTER FOR THE PROMOTION OF CULTURAL PROPERTIES

Canon
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