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Volume 1

Preface

Takemikazuchi-no-mikoto alighted on Mikasayama mountain in Yamato Province, in 768. He summoned

Futsunushi-no-mikoto of Katori in Shimousa Province, and Amenokoyane-no-mikoto of Hiraoka in Kawachi
Province. Since then, divine graces have occurred one after another, so we decided to illustrate these

happenings in paintings.

The Legend of the Oracles in 937, Chapter 1

A woman possessed by Kasuga Myojin (the deity of Kasuga Shrine) delivered various oracles to the

priests of the Kasuga Shrine and the Kohfukuji temple, in front of the Main Hall of Kasuga Shrine in 937.

The Legend of Chikurinden, Chapter 2-3

Fujiwara Mitsuhiro confronted a noble woman (Kasuga Myojin) in a bamboo forest by the Yamato river.

Fujiwara Yoshikane who was a descendant of Mitsuhiro, also received an oracle from a woman who came

flying above a bamboo forest and constructed the shrine.

The Legend of Emperor’s Visit to Kinpusen, Chapter 4

Because retired Emperor Shirakawa did not worship Kasuga Shrine when he visited Kinpusen in 1092,

Kasuga Myojin was offended.
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In 1113, the monk-soldiers of Enryakuji temple burned down the Kiyomizu-dera temple. The monk-sol-
diers of Kohfukuji temple enraged at this, fought a battle with the court's army at Kurikoma-yama moun-

tain.
get it. When she went to his room, strangely, the kanpaku who should have been in the ox-cart, was sit-

Before Nijo Kanpaku departed, he noticed that he forgot his sword, and had his waiting maid go back to
ting with the sword under his knees, smiling.

When retired Emperor Shirakawa visited Kasuga Shrine in 1093, a grand ceremony was held. Since then,

successive emperor's visits to Kasuga Shrine never ceased.
The Legend of the Battle of Monk-soldiers of Kohfukuji Temple, Chapter 2

The Legend of Nijo Kanpaku (Chief Adviser to the Emperor), Chapter 3

The Legend of Emperor’s Visit in 1093, Chapter 1
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Volume 3

The Legend of Minamoto Toshifusa, Chapter 1

Minamoto Toshifusa possessed by Kasuga Myojin, told his son-in-law, Fujiwara Tadazane that the child

born in Toshifusa’s brother Minamoto Akifusa’s family should be the family successor.

The Legend of the Waka Poem by Kashima Myojin, Chapter 2

After Fujiwara Tadazane, his waiting maid and the provincial governor of Hitachi offered waka poems to

Kashima Shrine, the waka poem of Kashima Myojin was revealed in the dream of Kashima Shrine’s high-

est priest.

The Legend of Sanetsune, Chapter 3-5

Fujiwara Tadazane ordered domiciliary confinement to Priest Sanetsune of Kasuga Shrine, and then col-

lapsed from illness. After he revoked the punishment towards Sanetsune, and asked him to pray for re-

covery from illness, Tadazane recovered immediately.
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Volume 4

The Legend of a Tengu (long-nosed goblin) Entering Higashi Sanjoden, Chapter 1

The tengu priests who entered Higashi Sanjoden fled away when Priest Tokimori of Kasuga Shrine ap-

peared.

The Legend of an Oracle When Worshiping Kasuga Shrine, Chapter 2

When Fujiwara Tadazane who had decided to become a priest, visited to worship Kasuga Shrine and bid

farewell, Kasuga Myojin appeared as a child.

The Legend of Konoe Motomichi, Chapter 3

When Konoe Motomichi attempted to flee from the Capital along with the Taira family in 1183, he was

stopped by a priest in a yellow robe, and desisted fleeing.

The Legend of Sanjo Naidaijin, Chapter 4

A prayer was held at Kasuga Shrine for Sanjo Naidaijin who was seriously ill, but there was an oracle by
Kasuga Myojin saying I took his life because he didn't worship me”, and the Naidaijin passed away.

The Legend of Fujiwara Sanesada, Chapter 5-6

Fujiwara Sanesada secretly worshipped Kasuga Shrine and was appointed to Dainagon once again. Also,
after he was acquitted from Naidaijin, he was reappointed due to Kasuga Myojin’s divine help.
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Volume 5

The Legend of Fujiwara Toshimori, Chapter 1-4

Fujiwara Toshimori worshiped Kasuga Shrine every month and succeeded in life, and his family became

wealthy and prosperous. Eventually his family declined, and Toshimori realizing the principle of prosper-

ity and decline, continuously prayed for the support of Kasuga Myojin until his death. After Toshimori

died, a child and priest in a yellow robe were seen leaving his house, riding a cloud.

The Legend of Fujiwara Sueyoshi, Chapter 5

Toshimori's son Fujiwara Sueyoshi had a dream of a priest appearing as a frightening figure of a Tengu

transformed. However, the Tengu was expelled by Kasuga Myojin.
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Komano Yukimitsu, a bugaku (court dance and music) performer of Kohfukuji temple, died from an illness.
When he was about to be judged by King Enma (King of Hell), he was saved by Kasuga Myojin. After

this, Kasuga Myojin guided Yukimitsu around Hell.
oracle of Kasuga Myojin saying “You will be saved if you read the Great Perfection of Wisdom Sutra”, the

A child who beat on a snake that was holding the Heart Sutra in its mouth, fell seriously ill. Obeying the
child recovered safely.

Taira Chikamune fell ill because he offended Kasuga Myojin and passed away in spite of prayers. Some-

The Legend of Taira Chikamune, Chapter 2
one saw a dream of three priests coming to the gate to meet Chikamune.
The Legend of a Snake Holding a Sutra in its Mouth, Chapter 3

The Legend of Komano Yukimitsu , Chapter 1
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After Fujiwara Tsunemichi was dismissed from the Kuraudo-no-to position, he worshiped the Kasuga

Priest Hanken of Kohfukuji temple, according to the oracle of Kasuga Myojin, made a bachi (drumstick
A waiting maid in the house of Omiya Takasue had a dream, seeing a stupa with an inscription stating

A nun named Kairenbo received an oracle in her dream saying, “If you chant Namu Daimyojin, the bene-
for Japanese drums)and gave it to Komano Chikazane, and Chikazane dedicated a dance to the Shrine.

The Legend of the Dream of the Waiting Maid in Omiya Takasue’s House, Chapter 5
that “Kasuga Myojin and Miroku Bosatsu will allow even women to be reborn in the Pure Land.”

The Legend of Bugaku by Komano Chikazane, Chapter 3-4

The Legend of Fujiwara Tsunemichi, Chapter 1
Shrine and was able to return to that position.
The Legend of Kairenbo's Dream, Chapter 2

fits will be great.”
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Volume 8

The Legend of the Main Figure in Seiryoji Temple, Chapter 1

An oracle by Kasuga Myojin in dream of a nun living in Kyoto, told her that “T am in Seiryoji temple in Saga”.

The Legend of Escaping an Epidemic Due to the Benefit of Yuishiki-ron (Buddhist scripture), Chapter 2

In the year when an epidemic prevailed, the family of Otoneri Nyudo who possessed the Yuishiki-ron, was safe

and sound.

The Legend of Zori, Chapter 3

Priest Zori of Kohfukuji temple prayed for the coming of Kasuga Myojin to ask which of Kenkyo (Exoteric

Buddhism) or Mikkyo (Esoteric Buddhism) are the true teachings.

The Legend of Ichiwa, Chapter 4-5

Priest Ichiwa of Kohfukuji temple on a journey of training, received an oracle at Atsuta Shrine, and returned
to Kohfukuji temple to become a priest lecturer of Yuima-e (a Buddhist service for the Yuima Sutra).

The Legend of Hozo, Chapter 6

Priest Hozo of Todaiji temple was troubled by a matter not included in the original text of Yuima-e (a Bud-

dhist service for the Yuima Sutra). He later found that it was the act of Kasuga Myojin.

The Legend of a Priest Who Left Kohfukuji Temple Receiving an Oracle, Chapter 7

Kasuga Myojin appeared before a priest who lived in Kanto after leaving Kohfukuji temple and told him that

deity would never desert him.

W8

1



WIS QB S v A R

LR S = S B e
i &l
Uﬂﬂﬁ\.{.f Qom0 L el st — ) W=

Pl el e e C S dl i HeEEE

B S T e i
g —s W G Rl O s ST
W5 | e e e 50 e S
S R N
o B S
S~ oso S (ot Ol

)qlL/......ﬂJka‘O Ut A >..‘l4.1. SO SR _f.u.t\l.ﬁm

e

e Af,m./f AUSAD T (e ol e _k,hm

28 e X R By g © o 2 —~
;\Wn‘.lh/w\w‘. = \wl)v 44 U AR

- D P R AN o

ez w SN S LRSS Gl RS R

R

Bl ahd e L (g 8

i QT R e
el O oA~ Qe
B N N
waeQ L Qb — o el L T
SR e R e (Mg
o e N R T e Y
e\ A IR < AL LIS Qe
— e e SEE b (LBl
RS i Qi e —

et G Rt e QT G e
QAR QU A A SR L e
Feadeig—id i e R

e — /Zrlla_,. ‘ﬂN.mY Ao ARD=RE

N =

oo ik, Rt WO

BB WhGRANR

i 2B ARMERKEE N HE
95 9

3o B DAl (€

e IR VY SRR St
N sl ] AR e (S CeR
et QR B S O RS
el e A E DN FE L R
FaAE B S R T NI S
AN (W Qr B el
B e b e, LI ety
& (oot o B S s
s e ) — o WAMCRE

ol — TR 0 e
oAl =GO =N =L X

=3 Q| B8 (RO, T e i
s A0 ST A S I B
T4 S ad Sl cefo g i
R S R i Ak 5
A (L e Tt T S — Rk S Q1
e e (8 QIS R e AN
e T o o B S
S AL S Y e oAy
ilﬁﬁf.nvnwzxﬂl\ti,luﬁm%gmva
e T AL e =L LR e Rbe
N B e o e
SRl - B ST U G U
O e b L P v
SR A e A U T g e o G0
| ®./\‘c\10\w,.t. o q?\xanmn.,\.rf!..

2 o)
$as \deﬂILuL«m e | ﬂdﬁl;@/\ﬂwfl =

- e el RN I
£ gt g ,r\lgh@f.wcuuﬂ.d@;\(nm\ .:/.1/ ~ ..‘uum.mf
T S e o e S

~ ) L3t

AL e A e O e~ oS
L.m.w.\ﬁ\vf\‘ W;w:i f,u\lrhl! A:ﬂL/AﬁWﬂ \.lf»h/uio Lo ﬁ.
v

Biom At ol v- 5301 (hbe

— =

SRR

3B

1)

y
\

HAB: RAANAR

A
]

G\

55 B

ol A 4 e s
LA -~rsiov— 855013 (RBg~

i

et /s e et SERC S REN S

= - etk AR
A e e Y ORI Do o

e
e 0o

AR o R @ el (o R L

- - i PSR G  ao  )
..?.ﬁenﬂ n\.l .\.nc..ntir/\ ol e ..JO.(ALU

-
.A\‘.Aw.ﬁ.ﬁﬂllfﬁmﬂ.,o — lﬁﬂ;lﬁﬂ,\_’ n.rm’.u\r”.ﬁ\\?r m.l..\ c
St

. \ ) , ..1/,\_‘
A2, C ARG et oAl

N R~
M~ N (%0
e LA v T BELE C TR

.5 ~

A - e ey T e o )
o i P r——rL \f/\, J\Nu, TN e e
.

.) r\,.r.F |/.
LG B e D g catia R
gl b

R - k-aen R S
: . - e PGl
G gl L Qe b S (0 HEIReRS

- £ o
e Y e o R e L

o e
Wzﬂh,mu oy fal\r.,lL %wmln.mw )lwfn‘lfu .tou.um. i Iuﬁﬂ/u
4 - O]

O N R
kR 2 = \
ML samndradoe T 2 (Vs ,\IL,@.LH@ N

A s L) (RERe R T T
5 oy
A8 g Sl 1 e e ARSI

S~

‘ ,.\. T J. \ .I.?:kf
.Fa, \ ,,‘Wi >.( q\/,\L 7
T e— A= AN ol g b wﬁu I.

eI CE U A& ENE NS L e

't

AN T w 1ea el 2 4 Qg S (TS

TRl PR N SO SN A L =%
8 A © - R) /;,mf.mn,dqr/ i Sl

o~

>,

s | o o SR A LA (e
WED-C 8f 1O 3 M T Sy SN

W (G Mo e e o mo S e R

YA QOB 1 B () g
B N L
mmmwﬁkrn N L e E TN PR Py o
B
2 (i o g
RS e e Srbio T

o - e n WS )\rin_ Ltl\ﬂ = g Fa 3

S QMRIFT o o el e D er

e @V RS Sl AR BT

SRS e TR 2l Qe
e Qo e —
B L NN S
R QR (s T o el

N e S !

s

HOE DR

52



AEL IR MM e L e |

=

o] Ol 0o ..Aﬂm,ﬁ,umfm/_
e =R Rt A B o

WS =2 Q L YR S el 2dde

. \ ‘ . t ,
oSS S o e TN e @ e

¢J\ m.wﬂm\ﬂ.w.ﬁ. AN L fo oD\ — o T 2y

i R
{ 4 = ; 2 .
BAAC S 2 8 LA S

A ~— S 7t et I A A
e S G E e

\

/ Lo nﬂv\ —_— ;L.?,\m. NE Ao Rk dn L ! L

o5 e

T

it

S

STE W

£l

%

54



b S\

e

£ ¥

55— B8




o |8

MK S )T oy WES KB M
Yo, oW Sx- 5380300 v8cts’
b sHESEMUENZ WP FEVFT
HUERISWEURL T QT 2 yER
WHEISCH Uy QU
ol O RES £ a0 My s R
WM LMo LTS )W B
RUEHNL Hecol KEEILOE
o Writ s WESKLEMULS =
$7 0EVvHRE QEwudmied D7 ue
LR I RV S S e D R Y
OF EFEWLIUR VL3t g#rREdE
SEUPREOwU 400 Uk og”
LAY s’ ) QT Akl [ m
o BT U iRl Sl
Lo’

ko | sy

EERBENELRY Koy »er’
e LUoOKNohetEs)’ Lo oKk
WEEL o Myl EtEel” e lEn
HEidrer® 29U #HwexKH neklcwioey
el WECURE L WD S E NN £
Qi ooy’ ARUSEFROT Dmt”
g0 £ 0% VT LR HHEOLT B
L HEULSESKRU LS e
DEUNT W~ EHHEE IR URVE N
S0 BE RoModPor SekUEESD
YoM e 2w MU vHEov
TeMWPRY mo<dRIESR o
HERDWWP UL SN VE o R
PQUELERES ESUL8URittol ow’

Rl

B TEENREENNE S LY W
EH0LE0” Sl g - 7 s
O LS Qo (T it g
AL QS e T T WS~ R
elwkid o & #m S KREWEED
Yol KPLouRw4q" 25083
LT MEe o UEEOEY w00

BoEt O b wmELT R HESHW
HoprH qemed’ EHR veuwmyt EU
Vo~ B0ORE D" SR 2ELS
RV P FE RV P

R E

HERCHETET WHEIL8 i

P DpLbon” WUHBWEELTIN K30

SAAM Ut LNot s’ wEELEES

#HEWOWLEL e BIemS UMWy

ML UnRULe’ U uPERSER

WU ONIREYR Wee o t08D
WD R S v»bEEomD

S o HEREeRVHBORT s

WU R U R o UR 00 P iy
<

1

=G LI N

FORULE Swi U ESERw
gAY mel T S~
SMRwUmdobny” 288U rRed
LY O AR LA ob ) DR s K

v BRGeRPRMEUL RN BIU0 g
VHRT 2w s0vaNUnNLy sl

EVECIVIEE R SRR IR B R VE . KV

[y
Y
&
o

vl

kW i

WO e B UL 0 g" OIS S Sl
CEHr S FHEORUmMIOM O~ KR
WRveP Tose#y #HEwnow
24807 R0 codWwavRusal &
ST mY (o <88 o U UG
ROSSVBOUBo BTV JUEHBIERHC U2
B HAERDIELEVRPAURT WK
HUQ DL L N0ERPRERT W
ddr el @O WwIL Y 07 yE oo
RSO WUER R39S0 gEsH" & 0w
LHPLHUS LS OD R w0 80 P
K1)’ SHUEVN By’ S KY
R e

0 rQuw AVvELPEDHB 028

ExH R R OB Do
AR QWL O B3R5 DX B2l
CRESRWAET Lo L3 bmEeE R
ol IO R T Rt
WO HOWHV L AN ERHSHR

5

UNRE0R) e 0Lk tismonw . el - upi -
FHUL0Hc EEXCRUNRT0" VLS
DR Y OF QRO Lo v~ @
WLERW #bPUS el LRERS
Yooy LEXEHNTROwHs" B8 Yy
SRSV MENT LTIy Evigwie s
R’ Wl 0 Kb isve W
POV R HEK PP S0
DUR LR Mo Iedde” LU OLRE”
U BROPPLULET HEZUDEIOUC
Vx| S FES KR M S

N SHEEV VLW

- )
FLORHEUEPERULEH oD UBR
Al

AL O MR N HNERS LD ok
BWARHE O aen” Hl L yais O
BT Umo P eyl He

U PEEWHEoNVR | KiRot 07 B
W HieoUlTen O KWE
Fyu»" EHeW U IS Ks 0" nEHRs
Phrdmdiac VAT FhAEoLVELN
RO HEWERLH el ot BB
Tt ELUBORKWTIS Eu
Yorgs” WY HoLEELSLS 0l QK7
T# LOKWEVOQ VT UMSIETS" WK
oWV KK e T Lo
ENSUKWAUIQU L0 s ) ylieis?
o’

e

7 B4t M O¥LT WOwek
Ut Lo’ soux’ gtk
VO PmRERHCLRE Db
HOOEMHIEC SN WEH OV

PP UWBE bRl 2900 s T
KEE LULEPRUUVETODEN
HHEFWEHOXY LESXwRbr &
HUoMOoPPIL Yo g i
I8 uvigeq” ®awomlosn v
Eoges’

56



SRR

ERIEHE [0 0Q 1] (3R | —1118K)

ERU | <O S KR 54° I  HhEWIRRE U 0 UK ASRENR 80 |V QAW RN
LEQIMVERIUA QAL O B QRS (o EIEMBINIRC oIIE S SR T Uk
RIRML SV P M- QBRI U SRR U 45 O (W ITikay ) 40° E-0- 0 Q48s” BUEHQ
RS 5 (R | 2)°

HOMNRT | UL 0 U BRKIEN LS 04° BELVEDEY IV QUL ISEREMEL 2
BRARINHKIE YIS OT | VESE OL° (URWE I LHEBSRQUE S bOHARNEON B
MO SN QMo DNET” [ QEIUE 2 #{et )V 5 05040 5 i1~ L assgnd 40 (IR 1]
8®)°

HHESUEUER O RV R S5 MmO £2.00) 50 WER G D0 BRET T I
H S -2~ Ak O IV 5 200007 IREE S KQEM-RRR” BRH9MVEIR S r0b g 0 40° 48
M [RBEIRELSQ 1S KIH R QBN 0T A80° 40y D VIS 1) R4y
B NEEHD (B vBR P | VED” EREVRVOLONV L KELUERS [ED
DOEQIBEU RS OV S0 [0 {7 B EwiE H.40°

WORS ML BNEURSER RS L4 0 UG BEIREH W0 EQ S EE
firaE < BRI (U A N EDad” HR QNI 00 SR < & USRI IS 2000 L4 O U8
&L RUEERT HQ W (8 113K)°

Volume 9

The Legend of Kishinjikyo, Chapter 1-3

A mother heard preaching at a temple in Higashiyvama, Kyoto, teaching that if one makes their child en-

ter priesthood, there will be a great virtue, so she made her son become an apprentice to a famous Priest

Kusei of Kita-in at Kohfukuji temple.

When this son became 11 years old, the mother fell ill and past away. However, three days later, she re-

gained consciousness. When she was waiting for judgement by King Enma, Kasuga Myojin appeared and

saved her.

Later, the son devoted himself in Buddhist training, and became a fine priest, but after his mother passed

away he became aware of mutability of the world, and left Kohfukuji temple. He chanted the Lotus Sutra

and continued to pray for the repose of his mother, being called Kishinjikyo by the people.
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Volume 10

The Legend of Rinkai, Chapter 1-2

Priest Rinkai of Kohfukuji temple suspended the kagura (sacred music and dance) of Kasuga Shrine, but

when he found out that Kasuga Myojin was angry about this, he ordered that the kagura music must be

kept alive.

The Legend of Eicho, Chapter 3-5

Kasuga Myojin was impressed by Priest Eicho who devoted himself in studies, showed respect towards

Eicho. When Eicho was living at Hojyoji temple in Kyoto, and strange priest came, but Kasuga Myojin
expelled this priest. Another time, Kasuga Myojin appeared before Eicho, but told him “You have not yet

reached true enlightenment, so I cannot show you my face.”

The Legend of Kyoen, Chapter 6

When Priest Kyoen of the Tendai Sect was reciting the Yuishiki-ron at Enryakuji temple in Hieizan, Ka-

suga Myojin appeared and performed the Manzairaku dance.

The Legend of Kyokai, Chapter 7

When Priest Yuihan of Koyasan passed away, Priest Kyokai of Kohfukuji temple who had already de-

ceased, came to welcome Yuihan's spirit, while singing and dancing.
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Volume 11

The Legend of Egyo, Chapter 1-2

Priest Egyo of Shunan-in in Kohfukuji temple, dreamed that he recited the Lotus Sutra to King Enma

in Hell. When he was young, he thought about leaving the temple, but Kasuga Myojin appeared in his

dream, and he refrained from leaving.

Due to Retired Emperor Toba's censure, Egyo was banished to Harima Province, but an oracle of Kasuga

Myojin helped him to return to the temple.

The Legend of the Vision of 1166, Chapter 3-4

A notice board was placed in front of the gates of Kasuga Shrine in 1166, telling that Kasuga Myojin
would leave Kasuga Shrine and return to the main shrine. The priests of Kohfukuji temple preached the

Heart Sutra and read the Yuishiki-ron at Kasuga Shrine, and the San-no-miya of Kasuga returned from

the main shrine in the figure of Jizo Bosatsu.
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Volume 12

The Legend of Zoshun, Chapter 1-2

Priest Zoshun of Kohfukuji temple dreamed of Kasuga Myojin appearing on a palanquin at the Akezu-no-

mon (a never-opened gate) of Kohfukuji. When Zoshun lectured at Kohfukuji's Chogo-e (Expanding Lec-

ture), deer gathered as if they were listening to him.

The Legend of Echin’s Dream, Chapter 3

When a priest called Echin of Tonan-in at Todaiji temple, was doing his daily worshipping of Kasuga

Shrine, he met Jizo Bosatsu on an ox carriage in front of the first gate of Kasuga Shrine.

The Legend of Ongaku, Chapter 4-5

Priest Ongaku of Kohfukuji temple troubled in poverty, left Kohfukuji temple and lived in a temple at

Iwashimizu Hachiman Shrine, being received cordially by the people. However, after dreaming about a

conversation between Kasuga Myojin and Hachiman Daibosatsu (Great Bodhisattava Hachiman), he re-

turned to Nara.
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Volume 13

The Legend of Seiga, Chapter 1-3

A woman who prayed for an easy delivery in front of the first gate of Kasuga Shrine, suddenly felt labor

pains and gave birth to a baby boy. When this boy became a pupil of Seiren-in at age 14, he became prone

to illness. Because this was due to the divine punishment of Kasuga Myojin, his parents promised that he

would not serve Seiren-in. After this, the boy worshipped Wakamiya Shrine of Kasuga, and was forgiven

by Kasuga Myojin, and became pupil of a priest of Kajyuji temple, named Seiga.

The Legend of Shosen, Chapter 4

When Priest Seion Tokugo of Kohfukuji temple was studying hard, a child (Kasuga Myojin) appeared, and

said, “I came to protect a priest called Shosen, but I also came to see how you are doing.”

The Legend of Zokei, Chapter 5-6

There was a priest named Zokei in the Bodai-in, a branch temple of Kohfukuji temple. Because he moved

to the rural country without bidding farewell to Kasuga Myojin, he became ill. After Zokei prayed to Ka-

suga Myojin, he recovered from his illness.
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Volume 14

The Legend of Yuishiki-ron Left Unburned, Chapter 1

In a priest’s dream, the surroundings of Makashikan (Mahayana Practice of Cessation and Contemplation),

and Yuishiki-ron began burning. When he attempted to put out the fire, a hand holding a sword appeared

and interfered. The Makashikan became ashes, but the Yuishiki-ron was safe.

The Legend of Ryugaku, Chapter 2-4

A person dreamed about a woman (Kasuga Myojin) wearing a robe with the Great Perfection of Wisdom

Sutra written on the reverse side. This was because Priest Ryugaku of Mitsugon-in skip read the Great
Perfection of Wisdom Sutra in front of Kasuga Myojin. The oracle of Kasuga Myojin reproached Ryugaku

Preach a

“

for not donating anything, and Ryugaku regretted this. Also, an oracle was delivered saying

”

long lecture and cherish young priests .

The Legend of Tongakubo, Chapter 5

Priest Tongakubo who worshiped Kasuga Shrine and recited the Lotus Sutra, had a dream about a child

(Kasuga Myojin) appearing, suggesting to recite Yuishiki-ron.

The Legend of a House with Yuishiki-ron that Escaped from being Burned, Chapter 6

The Yuishiki-ron was found in a house that escaped from being burned in a great fire of Kyoto. Some

people had dreams of many priests in yellow robes putting out the fire of this house.
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Volume 15

The Legend of Toin Tokugo, Chapter 1-2

A priest called Toin Tokugo became angry at a student priest who was sleeping in the corridor of Kasuga

Shrine, and kicked his head, which offended Kasuga Myojin, and Toin became ill.

The Legend of Kyoei Tokugo, Chapter 3

Kyoei Tokugo was able to prepare for the Eight Lectures of Kasuga, with the help of the Saigu (the ancient

imperial princesses serving at Ise Shrine) who received Kasuga Myojin's oracle in her dream.

The Legend of Jisson, Chapter 4

Priest Jisson of Daijoin was suffering from his chronic disease, asthma. After he had a dream of a deer, he re-

covered, and was able to carry out an important Buddhist ceremony.

The Legend of Ki-i Jishu, Chapter 5

When a famine occurred, the Priest Ki-i Jishu of Kohfukuji temple did not give the rice that he had stocked to

the other priests of the same temple. An elderly priest appeared in his dream and beat on the straw rice bag,

and through it away, causing Ki-i Jishu to regret his selfishness.

The Legend of Seizo, Chapter 6

A priest called Seizo became seriously ill, but an oracle of Kasuga Myojin said, “This ill man is pitiful, so T will

not desert him”, and he recovered from his illness.
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Volume 16

The Legend of Gedatsu Shonin (Venerable Priest), Chapter 1-3

The Priest Gedatsu Shonin of Kohfukuji temple retired leaving the temple and became ill. An oracle of

Kasuga Myojin told him, “I will protect you until you die.”

Gedatsu Shonin visited to worship Kasuga Shrine, to prayed for the coming of Kasuga Myojin to Kasa-

gi-dera temple. When Gedatsu Shonin was seriously ill at a thatched hut in Kasagi, a long oracle was de-

livered by Kasuga Myojin.

The Legend of Shoen, Chapter 4

A priest called Shoen who was a pupil of Gedatsu Shonin had fell into evil courses. Shoen possessed a

woman, who talked about the situation of hell in Kasugano.
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Volume 17

The Legend of Myoe Shonin (Venerable Priest), Chapter 1-3

Myoe Shonin, the priest of Togano-o Kosanji temple who moved to Ki-i Province, dreamed strongly about

crossing the ocean, but desisted from doing so because of an oracle from a woman possessed by Kasuga

Myojin.

The woman ascended to the ceiling and told Myoe Shonin that he was protected by Kasuga Myojin. The

woman was fragrant, and when people licked her hands and feet, their illness recovered immediately. The

woman continued to deliver oracles.
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Volume 18

The Legend of Myoe Shonin, Chapter 1-5

When Myoe Shonin from Ki-i province came to Todaiji temple to worship Kasuga, 30 deer gathered and

bent their knees down to the ground.

When Myoe Shonin was planning to worship Kasuga Shrine again, seeking for pictures and figures of Ka-

suga Myojin, a woman possessed by Kasuga Myojin delivered an oracle.

After Myoe Shonin finished his worship at Kasuga Shrine, he had a dream of holding two iron hammers.

The next day, Myoe Shonin received the treasured busshari (Buddha's ashes) from Gedatsu Shonin of

Kasagi-dera temple and was convinced that the two iron hammers in his dream meant this busshari.
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Volume 19

The Incident of Divine Mirrors, Chapter 1-5

Villains stole 14 divine mirrors from the main Kasuga Shrine and Wakamiya Shrine. The priests of

Kohfukuji attacked Yamato, and recovered 3 of the divine mirrors. In a place called Tokiwa in Yamato

Province, there was a hall shining as a rainbow, and 3 divine mirrors were found placed within. 1 divine

mirror was excavated from the ground where a lustering light was appearing at the Takao mountain.

At a hall in a different field of Takao, 5 divine mirrors were found among the main figures of worship. 2

divine mirrors were found at the base of Fusesan, and all of the stolen 14 mirrors were returned safely to

Kasuga Shrine.
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Volume 20

The Legend of the Divine Fire in 1304, Chapter 1

Many of the priests of Kohfukuji temple and priests of Kasuga Shrine were cap-

tured by the Kamakura Shogunate in 1304. When plans were made to place a jito

(lord of a manor) in Yamato Province, all of the trees at Kasuga mountain withered
at once. Kasuga Myojin left Kasuga Shrine and returned to the Pure Land. When

the plans to place a jito was canceled, uncountable fires flew to Kasuga Shrine, and

entered each shrine. Kasuga Myojin had returned.

Epilogue

Miracles such as those described in these illustrated scrolls, have never been seen

or heard of before. Probably Kasuga Myojin performed distinct miracles for people

whose religious faith had become weak. The deity stays close by mankind, attempt-

ing to guide them to attain enlightenment. This is so greatly appreciated.
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“Yamatoe”, the painting style in which Takakane showed his superior skill in this set of scrolls, is a unique style
of artistic painting expression born in Japan, as a method of painting developing along with waks poems, to express
scenes with nature of the four seasons, human affairs, and famous landscapes in various areas, in beautiful colors and
plain but charming depictions. It developed used in interior decorations such as folding screens and sliding doors, or
small pieces to admire such as illustrated scrolls and booklets. Screens in yamatoe style were necessary for the Daijoe
Screens which are newly created for the Daijoe(banquet on the occasion of the first ceremonial offering of rice by the
newly-enthroned emperor) of the successive emperors. The orthodox successor of traditional yamatoe painting style
was the Court Office of Painrtings. The depictions by Takakane in this set of scrolls are shown in the various morifs
in a style quite sophisticated, elaborate derails and vivid coloring. Simple lines enhanced by carving-like technique,
and colors on the reverse side creating richness in the color scheme, produce a profound scene. Furthermore, the
depiction of nature with refined sentiment within the decorative expressions, shows a clear and elegant painting style
which can be considered as a compilation of yamatoe expression methods up to then. This kind of degree of perfec-
tion in style is also called Takakane style that influenced many later paintings.

Among Takakane’s relics, is the Kasuga Myojin Yogozu (Kasuga Diety Appearing as a Human) (Fujita Museum)
with the caption by Kanpaku Takatsukasa Fuyuhira in 1312, and also the painting of the Mikoshi (portable shrine)
of Hiyoshi Shichisha (the Seven Hiyoshi Shrines), offered by retired Emperor Gofushimi in 1315 (Kinhira Koki,
Section of April 25", 1315), show his activity. Furthermore, the superior works such as Genjo Sanzo-e (Illustrated
Life of the Tripitaka Master Xuanzang) (National Treasure, Fujita Museum), Komakurabe Gyoko Emaki (Important
Cultural Property, Kuboso Memorial Museum of Arts, lzumi), and Ishiyamadera Engi (Legends of Ishiyama-dera
Temple)(Important Cultural Property, Ishiyama-dera Temple) show succession of Takakane’s style.

Also, the wisteria design which is the family crest of the Fujiwara clan and one of the symbols of Kasuga Shrine,
decorate the set of scrolls in various places. Wisterias are designed on the cover page and inside cover, the heads of
the scroll axes, the top of the cover and metal fittings of its makie storage box, depicted with each technique, making

this set of illustrated scrolls, Kasuga Gongen Genki E, custom-made in a more refined and elegant style.



The Masterpiece of Illustrated Scrolls,
Kasuga Gongen Genki E (Legends of Kasuga Shrine)

This set of illustrated scrolls is about the history and legends of various miracles of the Kasuga Myojin, the deity of
Kasuga Shrine which is enshrined at the foot of Mt. Mikasa in Nara. The mysterious miracles are caused by superhu-
man and incomprehensible powers, and are depicted in 56 legends written in 93 chapters on 20 volumes of scrolls.
This set of scrolls depicts the contents about the Kasuga Myojin appearing in various forms, granting divine protec-
tion towards various people, from noble to common, in colorful, elaborate and elegant style. It has been known as
a masterpiece since it was created, and had been under strict control only viewed by the emperor, shogun and other
high ranked nobles.

This set of scrolls was such a valuable treasure, that Sanjonishi Sanetaka who saw the scrolls in 1490, wrote, “The
profound paintings of mysterious miracles are awesome and remarkable. I shed tears of overwhelming joy”, in his
Sanetaka Koki (Journal of Sanjonishi Saneraka), and Kanpaku Konoe Motohiro wrote in 1701 in Morohiro Koki
(Journal of Konoe Motohiro), “The words, and the paintings are incomparable. My sleeves are wet with tears of grati-
tude. It should be made a treasure of the state.”

The set of illustrated scrolls has a catalogue attached which records the contents of the 20 scrolls, the producer,
the intentions for production, the time when it was to be offered, accurately conveying the history of this set of
scrolls created 700 years ago. According to this catalogue, the set of illustrated scrolls was planned by Saionji Kinhi-
ra(1264-1315), who was a member of the Fujiwara clan, to be offered to the Kasuga Shrine in March, 1309. Kin-
hira was born in the Saionji family which was second in family status to the Sekkan-ke (the family which produced
regents and advisers to the Emperor). In the background of his desire to have this set of scrolls created, was that his
daughter Neishi (Yasuko) made the Imperial Consort’s bridal entry as retired Emperor Gofushimi’s nyogo (a consort
of an emperor) into court in April, 1306, in spite of the retired Emperor Gouda’s censure because Kinhira attempted
to place his nephew Prince Tsuneaki as crown prince in intercalary December, 1305, which was dispelled the next
February. Auspicious events continued after, and Kinhira himself became Sadaijin(Minister of the Left) in March
of 1309, the year the set of illustrated scrolls was offered to the shrine, and Kinhira felt deep gratitude towards the
grace of Kasuga Myojin. Beginning with Kasuga Shrine’s origin, from the oracle of 937, to the return of the Kasuga
Myojin in1304, right before offering the set of scrolls to the shrine, the various mysterious miracles mainly about the
Imperial court, the Fujiwara clan, and high priests are depicted with colorful and intricately expressed yamatoe, with
refined elegant scenes of the four seasons on silk ground. Mounting these scenes into hand scrolls can be considered
as an outstanding plan to compile the miracles, and pious acts to deepen relationship with Kasuga Myojin.

The editors of the contents were Kinhira’s younger paternal half-brother Kakuen(1247-1340) who was a high
priest of Kohfukuji temple, and Jishin(1257-1325) and Hanken(1247-1339) who were also high priests of
Kohfukuji. The words where written by former kanpaku and Daijo-daijin(Grand Minister) Takatsukasa Motota-
da(1247-1313), and his three sons Fuyuhira(1275-1327), Fuyumoto(1285-1309), and Ryoshin(1277-1329), priest
of Kohfukuji.

The painter of the illustrations was Takashina Takakane, active in the Court Office of Paintings, who is famous as
a superior yamatoe painter. However, his dates of birth and death are unknown. The Court Office of Paintings was
established from the 8" century as an official painting organization, highly active during the 12" century when the
dynasty culture prospered, and the head of paintings was appointed to the official position “azukari”, an elavated
status. Takakane was the azukari of the Court Office of Paintings during the early 14" century, and this set of illus-

trated scrolls is his representative work.
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Foreword

Kasuga Gongen Genki E (Legends of Kasuga Shrine), the masterpiece of illustrated scrolls of the Kamakura period,
has a list of contents attached dated March 1309, stating that it was planned by Saionji Kinhira(1264-1315), who
was a member of the Fujiwara clan, and the Sadaijin (Minister of the Left) at the time, to be offered to the Kasuga
Shrine. The paintings were by Takashina Takakane, chief painter of the Court, and the words were written by the
former Kanpafku (chief adviser to the Emperor) Takatsukasa Mototada, and his three sons, making the situations
about its creation quite clear. Furthermore, the words and colorful, exquisite paintings using superior yamatoe tech-
niques are painted on expensive silk, and in spite of its fragility easily deteriorated due to aging, it is almost com-
pletely in its original state. In addition, the mounting of the covers, and boxes, etc., are all in their original states,
making its preciousness prominent. Its history of conveyance, contents, and painting methods, are all superb in ar-
tistic and historical character, and its position as a masterpiece of illustrated scrolls representative of Japanese culture
is unrivaled.

This st of illustrated scrolls was originally a treasure passed down under strict control in the Kasuga Shrine, and
became the property of the Takatsukasa family for some reason in late Edo period. It was presented to the Court
during the early Meiji period, and since then has been protected as a masterpiece among the Gyobutsu (Imperial
treasures). In the Heisei period, Sannomaru Shozokan became in charge of its maintenance and management, which
judged that the set was in a condition too severe to be passed down to future generations. Therefore a 13 year project
of full-scale restoration was carried out from 2004, after investigation and consideration by specialists. This project
may be called the “Large Scale Heisei Restoration”, carried out with the most reliable and safest restoration methods,
along with optical and scientific investigation. Furthermore, silk from the silkworms called Koishimaru raised by Her
Majesty the Empress at the Momijiyama Imperial Cocoonery, was used for the reproduction of the cover cloth. Kit-
amura Shosai, the holder of Important Intangible Cultural Property (Living National Treasure) of 7aden (mother of
pearl inlay) techniques, was engaged in the restoration of the heads of the scroll axes. Thus, this project which con-
centrated all the powers of people who have succeeded Japanese traditional culture, has achieved great significance to
convey Japanese tradition in techniques and materials to the future generations.

Hereafter, opportunities will increase for many people to be able to see this set of illustrated scrolls, while taking
balance between preservation and exhibition to the public. We hope our visitors will thoroughly enjoy the delicacy,
splendor and elegance of their yamaroe paintings, cultivated by superior sensitivity of the Japanese, along with the

background and importance of protection of this set of illustrated scrolls passed down to the present day.
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