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33

Poems on Kaishi Celebrating the 25th
Imperial Wedding Anniversary of
Emperor Meiji

Imperial Poetry Bureau, Imperial Household
Ministry

1 volume (among 79 volumes)

1894

ink on paper

41.0 x 60.0

The Imperial Houschold Archives

34

Scenes of the Celebration of the 25th
Imperial Wedding Anniversary of
Emperor Meiji

Takahashi Genkichi

25 scenes

1894

oil on canvas board

each 44.7 x 59.7
Sannomaru Shozokan

35

Sunrise, Pair of Cranes, Pine, Bamboo
and Plum Blossoms

Araki Kanpo and Noguchi Shohin

set of 3 hanging scrolls

1894

color on silk

(right) 192.4 x 84.5,

(center) 193.6 x 85.0,

(left) 193.8 x 85.5

Sannomaru Shozokan

36

Cherry Blossoms and Pheasants
Kawabata Gyokusho

1 painting

1894

color on silk

118.2x 173.3
Sannomaru Shozokan

37

Pair of Vases with Design of Myriad
Kotobuki(congratulations) Characters
Suzuki Chokichi

1894

cast silver

cach mouth diameter 18.4, height 53.5
Sannomaru Shozokan

38
Album of Paintings by Young Painters

Tkeda Shinsai, and others
1 album

viil

1894
color on silk
each 34.3 ~ 37.7 x 30.5 ~ 36.1

Sannomaru Shozokan

39

Scenes of Ten Famous Places in Kyoto
Fujii Gyokushu

1 album

1894

color on silk

each 18.1 x 15.1
Sannomaru Shozokan

40
Wagtails on a Rock

Kano Natsuo and Unno Shomin
1894

(figure) silver, metal carving
(stand) color on wood

16.4 x 23.2 x 19.0

Sannomaru Shozokan

41

Paulownia and Phoenixes

Kawabata Gyokusho
1 hanging scroll

1900

color on silk

145.0 x 234.0
Sannomaru Shozokan

42

Wall Hanging with Peacocks in
Embroidery

lida Shinshichi

1900

embroidery

256.0 x 336.0
Supply Division

43

Auspicious Dragon

Nakagawa Yoshizane, and others

1 set

1900

(figure) metal carving, silver, gold, shakuudo, shibuichi
(stand) muakie,

(figure) 33.0 x 74.0 x 71.5

(stand) 45.0 x 84.0 x 23.0

Sannomaru Shozokan

44
Incense Burner in Shape of Rooster on a
Kanko(Chinese Remonstrance Drum)

Yamao Jikichi
1900

(figure) metal carving, silver, shakudo, suaka, gold,
shibuichi

(stand) wood carving

18.0 x 29.5 x 45.3

Sannomaru Shozokan

45

Messenger

Takamura Koun

1900

(figure) carved wood, cherrywood
(stand) makie, raden

28.0 x 28.0 x 56.5

Supply Division

46
Painting Albums, "Keiunjo" (Auspicious

Clouds)

Yamana Tsurayoshi, and others
2 albums

1900

color on silk

each 39.2 x 31.8

Sannomaru Shozokan

47
Records of the Wedding of the Crown
Prince in 1900

Section of Internal Affairs, Imperial Household
Ministry

2 volumes(among 9 volumes)

1900

each 27.5 x 18.8

The Imperial Household Archives

48
Records of Auspicious Events in 1900

Board of the Crown Prince's Household, Imperial
Houschold Ministry

2 volumes(among 21 volumes)

1900

cach27.2x 18.8

The Imperial Household Archives

49

Painting Albums of the Robes and
Furnishings of the Crown Prince and
Princess

Board of the Crown Prince's Household, Imperial
Houschold Ministry

2 volumes (among 5 volumes)

late Meiji period

color on paper

each 32.0 x 44.6
The Imperial Household Archives



Chapter II
The Imperial Household Regulated
Along with Auspicious Occasions

16
Promulgation of the Constitution of
the Empire of Japan

Tokonami Masayoshi

3 paintings (among 8 paintings)
1890

color on silk

each 68.0 x 115.8

The Imperial Household Archives

17

Constitution of the Empire of Japan

1 volume

1889

28.3x20.4

The Imperial Household Archives

18
Imperial Edict of Proclamation of the
Constitution

1 sheet

1889

39.5 x 68.0

The Imperial Houschold Archives

19
Imperial Household Law

1 volume

1889

28.3x204

The Imperial Household Archives

20
Records of Ceremonies, 1874

Bureau of the Ceremonies, Imperial Household
Ministry

1 volume (among 6 volumes)

1874

26.0 x 18.0

The Imperial Household Archives

21
Records of Ceremonies, 1890

Board of the Ceremonies, Imperial Household
Ministry

1 volume (among 3 volumes)

1890

27.0 x 19.0

The Imperial Household Archives

22
Copy of Invitation to a New Year Banquet
(Records of Ceremonies, 1896)

Board of the Ceremonies, Imperial Household
Ministry

1 sheet (among 3 volumes)

1896

each 19.5 x 13.5

The Imperial Household Archives

23
Decree for the Ceremonies in the Imperial
Court (Imperial Household's Act of 1926)

1 volume

1926

29.0x20.7

The Imperial Household Archives

24

Poems on Kaishi(poetry paper) for
the Utakai-hajime(Annual New Year's
Poetry Reading) of 1876

Kido Takayoshi(Koin), and others
1 volume (among 79 volumes)
1876

ink on paper

45.0 x 63.0

The Imperial Household Archives

25
Poems on Kaishi for the Utakai-hajime of
1881

Princess Tadako, and others

1 volume (among 79 volumes)
1881

ink on paper

50.0 x 63.0

The Imperial Household Archives

26

Set of Stationary Stand and Ink-stone
Box with Japanese Yellow Rose Design
in Makie

1 set

c.1889

lacquer on wood, makie

(stand) 33.6 x 58.2 x 11.5,

(ink-stone box) 25.0 x 23.5 x 5.0

Sannomaru Shozokan

27
Wisdom, Virtue and Valour

Noguchi Yukoku

set of 3 hanging scrolls
c.1889

color on silk

each 176.0 x 57.1
Sannomaru Shozokan

28

Incense Burner in Shape of a Peacock

19¢c.

(incense burner) cast silver,

(stand) ssuishu lacquer

(incense burner) 7.2 x 18.0 x 31.7,
(stand) 43.5 x 44.8 x 61.7

Sannomaru Shozokan

29

Gyobutsu, Robe Décolleté (Dress for

the Ceremony Celebrating the 25th
Imperial Wedding Anniversary of

Emperor Meiji)

1 set

1894

silver thread, embroidery
Imperial Properties(Board of Chamberlains)

30
Gyobutsu, Dainagon (Chief Councilor of
State) Kinto Presenting Usze Blossoms

Sugitani Sessho

pair of six-fold screens

1894

color on silver foil and silk

each 164.0 x 368.0

Imperial Properties(Board of Chamberlains)

31

Records of the Ceremony Celebrating
the 25th Imperial Wedding Anniversary
of Emperor Meiji, 1894

Section of Internal Affairs, Imperial Household
Ministry

1 volume (among 18 volumes)

1894

270185

The Imperial Household Archives

32
Records of Gagaku (Japanese Court
Music) in 1894

Board of Ceremonies, Imperial Household
Ministry

1 volume

1894

28.0x19.0

The Imperial Household Archives

vii



List of Exhibits

Chapter I
The Opening of the Meiji Era

1
Gyobutsu, lustrations of Meiji Tenno-ki
(Annals of Emperor Meiji)

Goseda Horyu I1

5 scenes(among 81 scenes)

1933

color on paper

each 33.4 x 48.1

Imperial Properties(Board of Chamberlains)

2
Manuscript of lllustrations of Meiji Ténno-ki

Goseda Horyu II

1 volume (among 2 volumes)
1931-33

color on paper

30.2 x41.5

The Imperial Houschold Archives

3
Collection of Illustrations of the
Enthronement Ceremony Furnishings

Bureau of Skilled Artisans, Imperial Houschold
Ministry

1 album

copied in the Taisho period

color on paper

27.1 x19.6

The Imperial Household Archives

4

Ilustration of the Enthronement
Ceremony

Bureau of Archives, Imperial Household Ministry
1 volume (among 24 volumes)

edited in 1892

color on paper

61.0 x 98.0
The Imperial Household Archives

5

Photographs of Globe Used in the
Enthronement Ceremony of Emperor Meiji
Provisional Imperial Household Editorial Bureau
of the Imperial Household Ministry

2 sheets (among 4 sheets)
1914-33

vi
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The list of exhibits is written as follows; exhibit number, tidle, artist, date, technique and

material, size, and owner.

The dimensions of exhibits of paintings and papers are shown in centimeter length x

horizontal width.

gelatin silver print
each 44.2 x 36.1
The Imperial Household Archives

6
Map of Partitions of Dajjo-gu Palace
(Record of Daijo-e, 1871)

Provisional Imperial Houschold Editorial Bureau
of the Imperial Household Ministry

1 volume (among 2 volumes)

copied in 1921

27.3x37.4

The Imperial Houschold Archives

7
Painting Albums of the Meiji Daijo-sai

2 albums

Meiji period
color on silk
each 47.5 x 70.0

Board of the Ceremonies

8
Painting Albums of the Meiji Dajjo-sai

2 albums

Meiji period

color on silk

each 47.3 x 70.2

The Imperial Household Archives

9
Record of Established Rules of 1884

Supplies Section, Imperial Houschold Ministry
1 volume

1884

27.0x19.0

The Imperial Household Archives

10

Plan of Enryokan, and Other Rooms
Provisional Imperial Household Editorial Bureau
of the Imperial Household Ministry

1 sheet

copied in 1921

38.5x52.5
The Imperial Household Archives

11
Vase with Rose and Parakeet Design in
Polychrome and Gold Enamels

early Meiji period
Sannomaru Shozokan
ceramic

diameter 29.0, height 67.0

12

Vase with Autumn Grasses and Rooster
Design in Polychrome and Gold Enamels
early Meiji period

ceramic

diameter 21.3, height 52.5

Sannomaru Shozokan

13

Fishes and Seaweed
Taki Katei

1 painting

1884

color on silk

48.5 x 73.0

Sannomaru Shozokan

14

Wisterias and Peonies
Araki Kanpo

1 painting

1884

color on silk

48.5x72.5

Sannomaru Shozokan

15

Narcissuses
Noguchi Yukoku

1 painting

1884

color on silk
48.5x73.0
Sannomaru Shozokan



other foreigners sat in the visitor's seats, and the Emperor arrived
accompanied by the Princes and Imperial Household Minister,
etc. and stood at the Imperial throne. The Emperor received the
constitution from Naidaijin (Grand Keeper of the Imperial Seals)
Sanjo Sanetomi, and conferred it to Prime Minister Kuroda. After
this, the Emperor visited the Aoyama Drill Ground and attended
the army and navy military review, and a grand banquet was
held at the Homeiden(State Banquet Hall) and other places. The
people splendidly celebrated the promulgation of the constitution
which ensured freedom and rights, considering this as the blessing

of the Emperor.

B Rittaishi-rei (Ceremonial Investiture of the Crown
Prince)

The Rittaishi-rei of Prince Yoshihito(Emperor Taisho) was
held on November 3%, 1889. At the Rittaishi-rei, the Emperor
summoned the Imperial Household Minister, and issued the
Decree of Investiture of the Crown Prince, at 8:00 a.m. on that
day. Next, the Grand Chamberlain was sent as an Imperial
messenger, to the Hana-goten in the Akasaka Imperial Villa
and transmitted the decree to the Prince. Then, at 10:00 a.m.
of the same day, the Crown Prince visited the Palace and was
granted audience with the Emperor. The Emperor awarded the
Grand Cordon of the Supreme Order of the Chrysanthemum
to the Crown Prince. About three weeks later, the celebration
of the Rittaishi was held in the inner court, and the Emperor,
Empress and the Empress Dowager attended. This Rizaishi-rei of
Prince Yoshihito was a very special event because of this time of
transition, with pre-modern and modern elements complicatedly

mixed along with unique ceremonies.

® The Ceremony Celebrating the 25th Anniversary
of the Wedding of Emperor Meiji

The Ceremony Celebrating the 25th Anniversary of the Wedding
(Silver Wedding) of Emperor Meiji and the Empress (Empress
Dowager Shoken) was held on March 10%, 1894. At the time, silver
weddings were not celebrated in Japan, so the customs of royal families
of various European countries were consulted, and the program of
the ceremony was decided arranged in a unique style. On the day of
the celebration, grand events were held from early morning to late
at night, such as festivals at the Kashiko-dokoro (Imperial Ancestor's
Shrine), Korei-den (Successive Emperors and Imperial Family's
Shrine), and Shinden (Deities Shrine) within the palace precincts,
respectful congratulations, congratulatory palace visits, banquets,
bugaku (Japanese court dance) in the Palace, and a military review at
the Aoyama Dirill Grounds, etc. These were quite significant because

this kind of celebration became gradually acknowledged by the people
since this occasion. Gifts from throughout the country were sent to
the Imperial family, commemorative ceremonies were held at various

municipalities, and the whole country was in a festive mood.

¥ Wedding of the Crown Prince

Crown Prince Yoshito (Emperor Taisho) married Setsuko
(Empress Teimei), the daughter of Prince Kujo Michitaka, on
May 10%, 1900. The wedding ceremony was carried out in a style
differing greatly from previous Imperial weddings. On that day,
after worshipping the Kashiko-dokoro, Koreiden, and Shinden,
the Choken-no-gi ceremony (Audience with the Emperor and
Empress) was held in the Inner Court Audience Chamber within
the palace. In the evening, the Crown Prince and Princess received
congratulations from the Emperor and Empress, Imperial family
members, Supreme Order members, various ministers, the Lord
President of the Council, various foreign country ministers, etc.,
in the Ho-0-no-ma (Phoenix Hall), and then received officials
appointed by the Emperor in the Seiden (Main Palace). From
6:00 p.m., a grand celebration was held at the palace. On the
same day, commemorative ceremonies were held in various places
throughout the country, showing that the wedding of the Crown

Prince was widely considered as a national festival.

® The Birth of Imperial Princes and Princesses, and
Imperial Grandchildren

Emperor Meiji and a court lady had five sons and ten daughters.
However, the only son who approached manhood was Emperor
Taisho, and only four daughters became adults. The others
demised on their day of birth or within approximately one year.
The four daughters that grew up were Princess Masako (born
on September 30", 1888) , Princess Fusako (born on January
234, 1890) , Princess Nobuko (born on August 7, 1891) , and
Princess Toshiko(born on May 11*, 1896) .

A prince (Emperor Showa) was born between Crown Prince
Yoshihito (Emperor Taisho) and Princess (Empress Teimei), on
April 29, 1901. It was Emperor Meiji's first grandchild, and he
was bestowed the name Hirohito and the goshogo (title given to an
Imperial family member in Japan) Michi-no-miya. The next year,
Prince Yasuhito (the title: Atsu-no-miya, the Imperial family title:
Chichibu-no-miya) was born on June 25® , Prince Nobuhito (the
title: Teru-no-miya, the Imperial family title: Takamatsu-no-miya)
was born on January 3, 1905, and Prince Takahito (the title:
Sumi-no-miya, the Imperial family title: Mikasa-no-miya) was
born on December 24, 1915.



Summary

® The Era of Emperor Meiji and the Formation of
Modern Imperial Court Etiquette

This exhibition is an attempt to visually confirm the course of
formation of modern Imperial Court etiquette.

The end of Edo period to early Meiji period was a time
when unprecedented transformation took place in Japan, and
the ceremonies of the Imperial household changed along with
this. Due to the transfer of the capital to Tokyo, the center of
Imperial rites moved from Kyoto Palace to Tokyo Palace. New
ceremonies were created because of necessity for modernization
and interchange with foreign countries, under the ideal of the
Restoration of Imperial Rule, and the spirit of Gokajo-no-goseimon
(Imperial Covenant Consisting of Five Articles), and at the
same time many ceremonies were abolished. Some of them were
transformed from the pre-modern times, such as Massurigoto-
hajime (Ritual opening of government affairs at the Imperial
Court) and Utakai-hajime (Annual New Year's Poctry Reading).

The Meiji Palace was completed in 1889, finally settling the
place to hold ceremonies. The Promulgation of the Constitution
of the Empire of Japan was the first ceremony held in the new
palace, which bore a symbolic meaning as the starting point of a
constitutional state.

After this, ceremonies carried out mainly at the Meiji Palace
were gradually arranged and refined, and became systematized.
After the enactment of Koshiki-rei (Imperial Ordinance
Concerning Imperial Documents) of 1907, the various Imperial
ceremonies gained the legal grounds of the Koshitsu-rei (Imperial
Household Ordinance). The Kyuchu-saishi-rei (Imperial Court
Rituals Ordinance), Tokyoku-rei [Ordinance of the Accession
to the Throne, Enthronement and the Daijo-sai (Great Rite of
Tasting, or the first ceremonial offering of rice by newly-enthroned
Emperor)], the Sessho-rei (Ordinance of Regents) about the assume
to the post of regent, the Riccho-rei(Ordinance of Proclamation of
Heir Apparent to the Throne), the Seinenshiki-rei (Ordinance of
Coming of Age Ceremony), the Koshitsu Shinzoku-rei (Ordinance
of Marriage and Birth within the Imperial Family) about the
marriages of the Emperor and Imperial Family members, and also

about the birth of Imperial Family members, were enacted.

iv

The Main Themes of this Exhibition

™ Soleui-rei (Enthronement Ceremony) and Daijo-sai

(Great Rite of Tasting)

The Sokui-rei was held on August 27, 1868 at Kyoto Palace.
Because of the outbreak of the Boshin War, finances were not
ample, and it was difficult to sufficiently prepare for the Sokui-
re. The principle of the Restoration of Imperial Rule was to do
everything as in the time of Emperor Jimmu, and the Gokajo-no-
goseimon stated to search for knowledge from the world. Therefore,
the Sokui-rei of the Meiji era was based on ancient styles, but at
the same time, truly Japanese elements were groped and contrived.

After the Sokui-rei, Emperor Meiji moved from Kyoto to Tokyo,
and the Nishinomaru within the former Edo-jo Castle, was
decreed as the Imperial Palace. Thus, Tokyo became the effective
capital, but where the Daijo-sai should be held, became the point
of dispute within the government, between Kyoto and Tokyo.
The Daijo-sai is the first Niiname-sai (ceremonial offering by the
Emperor of newly-harvested rice to the deities) held after the
enthronement and is a grand festival that takes place only once in
an emperor's reign. The Daijo-sai was finally held at the Fukiage
Imperial Gardens on November 17th, 1871, and it was the first
time in history to be held in Tokyo.

® The Completion of the Meiji Palace

The Nishinomaru Palace in the former Edo-jo Castle, which
had been used as the Imperial Palace, burned down on May 5%,
1873, along with many other buildings. Therefore, the Akasaka
Imperial Villa was used as a temporary palace, but a new palace
was necessary for official events and audience with foreign honored
guests. The Meiji Palace was completed in October, 1888. The
palace exterior was in Japanese style, whereas the interiors were
Western-Japanese style, with coffered ceilings, carpets, and
fireplaces, and chandeliers hung from the ceilings. The palace was
used for splendid ceremonies and banquets until it was destroyed
by an air raid in 1945.

® Promulgation of the Constitution of the Empire
of Japan

The Promulgation of the Constitution of the Empire of Japan
was held at the newly constructed Meiji Palace on February 11th,
1889. In the Seiden (Main Palace) where the ceremony was held,
Prime Minister Kuroda Kiyotaka, Lord President of the Council
Ito Hirobumi, ministers of state, and other ofhcials appointed by

the Emperor, lined in order in the court, foreign ministers and



Foreword

Emperor Meiji was enthroned in January 1867, and the Decree for the Restoration of Imperial Rule was issued in December

of the same year. This marked the end of both the Sekkan (regents and advisers) system, existing since the Heian period, and also of the

samurai government that ruled since the Kamakura period. The Emperor’s coming-of-age ceremony was held in January of the next
year, and the Sokui-rei (Enthronement Ceremony) was held in August. Soon after this, the name of the era was changed to Meiji, to
be reigned by this young Emperor. In order to join the European and American Powers, it was urgent to build a modern nation led by
the Emperor, and a new form of the role of the Emperor and the Imperial family was sought. This was quite different from the Imperial
Court of the previous era, which mainly administered rites.

While the Boshin war was still continuing, the Sokui-rei was held at the Shishinden of Kyoto Palace with the order of the
ceremony following ancient systems, while attempting to return to the original, ideal Japanese state of dress regulations of participants,
and ceremonial hall arrangements. This attitude was to show the new aspect of the Emperor combining old and new elements
successfully.

The central role of the government was transferred from Kyoto to Tokyo since 1869, and the Meiji Palace, which was fit to
carry out events of a modern nation, was completed in 1888. After this, on auspicious occasions such as the Celebration of the 254
Wedding Anniversary of the Emperor in 1894, and the Wedding Celebration of the Crown Prince (Emperor Taisho) in 1900, grand
ceremonies and festivals were carried out consulting to foreign countries” examples, introducing the modern Imperial Family widely
bOth to hOmE afld abroad.

The Museum of the Imperial Collections, Sannomaru Shozokan held an exhibition titled Arz for Celebrations -Art
Works for Auspicious Imperial Events during the Taisho Era, in 2007, focusing on the Taisho period when auspicious Imperial
events followed in succession. In this exhibition, we are introducing materials about the auspicious events and other events of the
Imperial Household during the previous Meiji period, from our museum and the Archives and Mausolea Department, in this year
marking the 150th anniversary of the Meiji period. We hope this will be an opportunity to recognize the importance of the Meiji period

when the foundations of the modern Imperial Household were established through various attempts of trial and error.
April, 2018

The Archives and Mausolea Department
The Museum of the Imperial Collections, Sannomaru Shozokan
Imperial Household Agency
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Auspicious Events of the Meiji Perio

he History of the Imperial Household in the Modern 2 ‘

April 28(Sat.) — August 5(Sun.), 2018

The Archives and Mausolea Department
‘The Museum of the Imperial Collections, Sannomaru Shozokan

Imperial Household Agency





