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65

Mirror decorated with straight line and arc
pattern

1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

66

Japanese mirror with abstract design of deities,
humans, carriage, and horses

1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

67

Mirror with four buildings

1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

68

Mirror with abstract design of circling beasts
1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

69

Mirror decorated with images of beasts
bringing happiness

1 piece

Song dynasty, China

960 - 1279

Museum of the Imperial Collections, Sannomaru
Shozokan

70

Horse-shaped belt buckles, ring

7 pieces

Three Kingdoms period, Korean Peninsula
4th century - 7th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

71

Harness suspension bells

2 pieces

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

72

Pommel with two dragons motif
1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

73

Pommels with phoenix motif
2 pieces

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

74

Gilt bronze vase with four rings
1 piece

Asuka to Nara periods

mid 7th century to 784

The Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

5
Gilt bronze belt fittings
14 pieces

Jin dynasty, China
265 - 420
Archives and Mausolea Department

76

Crown

1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

77

Bird-shaped gilt bronze plates
2 pieces

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

78

Gold earrings with pendant
2 pieces

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

79

Earrings

2 pieces

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

80

Earring

1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

81

Earring

1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

82

Large flat iron ingots

11 pieces

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

83

Small flat iron ingots

10 pieces

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

84

Visorless keeled helmet made of scale iron

strips riveted together

1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

85

Visorless keeled helmet made of horizontal

iron strips riveted together

1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

86

Visorless keeled helmet made of gilt bronze
layer applied to horizontal iron strips riveted
together

1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century

Museum of the Imperial Collections, Sannomaru

Shozokan

87

Illustration of objects excavated from front area
of mausoleum of Emperor Nintoku

1 piece

Meiji period

1872 - 1912

Archives and Mausolea Department

Objects Preserved and Passed Down

88

Excavated material in a jubako (multi-tiered box)
with makie

1 set

Kofun period and other periods

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century and other periods

Museum of the Imperial Collections, Sannomaru
Shozokan

89

Cylindrical stone objects

2 pieces

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

90

Comma-shaped beads

5 pieces

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

91

Stone replicas of arrowheads
3 pieces

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

92

Bronze arrowheads

2 pieces

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

93

Hoe-shaped steatite bracelets
2 picces

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

94

Mirror with stylized flower motif resembling
peonies

1 piece

Nara period

710 - 784

Archives and Mausolea Department

95

Bronze bells

2 pieces

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department



Kofun period
mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

33

Cylindrical haniwa

1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

34

Cylindrical haniwa with flaring mouth
1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

35

Cylindrical saniwa

1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

36

Quiver-shaped haniwa

1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

37

Human figurine haniwa (female head)
1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

38

Wall-shaped Aaniwa

1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

39

House-shaped daniwa

1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

40

Horse-shaped haniwa (head)
1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

41

Horse-shaped haniwa (head)
1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

42

Horse—shaped haniwa (saddle)
1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

43

Dog-shaped Aaniwa (head)
1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

44

Sue ware (unglazed stoneware) pot
1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

45

Sue ware (unglazed stoneware) lid
1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

46

Sue ware (unglazed stoneware) pedestaled dish
1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

47

Sue ware (unglazed stoneware) hoard
4 pieces

Kofun period (Asuka period)

mid 3rd century - 7th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

48

Sue ware (unglazed stoneware) jar, jar stand
1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

49

Sue ware (unglazed stoneware) hanging jug
1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

50

Sue ware (unglazed stoneware), Haji ware (low fired
brown pottery) hoard

9 pieces

Kofun period (Asuka period)

mid 3rd century - 7th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

51

Sue ware (unglazed stoneware), Faji ware (low fired
brown pottcry) hoard

5 picces

Kofun period (Asuka period)

mid 3rd century - 7th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

52
Sue ware (unglazed stoneware) hoard

8 pieces

Kofun period (Asuka period)

mid 3rd century - 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

53

Sue ware (unglazed stoneware) jar
1 piece

Kofun period (Asuka period)

mid 3rd century - 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

54

Sue ware (unglazed stoneware) vase with lid
1 piece

Nara period

710 - 784

Archives and Mausolea Department

55

Sue ware (unglazed stoneware) ornaments (human
figures)

2 pieces

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

Forms of Metal

56

Ritual bell with design of flowing water
1 piece

Yayoi period

10th century BC - mid 3rd century

Archives and Mausolea Department

57

Ritual bell with design of flowing water
1 piece

Yayoi period

10th century BC - mid 3rd century

Archives and Mausolea Department

58

Socketed bronze spearhead

1 piece

Yayoi period

10th century BC - mid 3rd century
Archives and Mausolea Department

59

Deity-and-beast mirror with an image band
1 piece

Later Han Dynasty, China

25-220

Archives and Mausolea Department

60

Mirror decorated with images of animals and
birds

1 piece

Wei Dynasty, China

220-265

Museum of the Imperial Collections, Sannomaru
Shozokan

61

Triangular-rimmed mirror, decorated with
dragons and tigers

1 piece

Wei Dynasty, China

220 - 265

Archives and Mausolea Department

62

Triangular-rimmed mirror, decorated with
images of immortals and beasts

1 piece

‘Wei Dynasty, China

220 - 265

Archives and Mausolea Department

63

Triangular-rimmed mirror, decorated with
images of immortals and beasts

1 piece

probably Wei Dynasty, China

probably 220 - 265

Archives and Mausolea Department

64

Japanese TLV mirror with the four deities
1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century

Archives and Mausolea Department



List of Exhibits

Forms of Stone

1

Side scraper

1 piece

Jomon to post-Jomon periods

130th century BC - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

2

Stone arrowheads

6 pieces

Jomon period

130th century BC - 10th century BC
Archives and Mausolea Department

3

Stone spear head

1 piece

Jomon period

130th century BC - 10th century BC
Archives and Mausolea Department

4
Polished stone axes

26 pieces

Jomon period

130th century BC - 10th century BC
Archives and Mausolea Department

5

Gyobutsu Sekki, carved, polished stone bars,
function unknown

2 pieces

Jomon period

130th century BC - 10th century BC

Archives and Mausolea Department

6

Hoe-shaped steatite bracelet
1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

7

Hoe-shaped steatite bracelet
1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

8

Hoe-shaped steatite bracelet
1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

9

Wheel-shaped steatite bracelet
1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

10

Wheel-shaped steatite bracelet
1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

1l
Wheel-shaped steatite bracelet
1 piece

Kofun period
mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

12

Ring-shaped steatite bracelet
1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

13

Ring-shaped steatite bracelet
1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

14

Stone replica of a sword

1 piece

probably Kofun period

probably mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

15

Stone replica of a sword

1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

16

Soft stone imitative articles (knives, sickle)
10 pieces

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

17

Soft stone imitative articles (adze, sickles)
7 pieces

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

18

Soft stone imitative articles (sword, perforated
discs, comma-shaped bead)

13 picces

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

19

Soft stone imitative articles (swords, perforated
discs)

11 pieces

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

20

Compound magatama (comma-shaped bead)
1 pieee

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

21

Comma-shaped bead, cylindrical beads
3 pieces

probably Yayoi period

probably 10th century BC - mid 3rd century
Archives and Mausolea Department

22
Comma-shaped beads, cylindrical beads and
other precious stones

101 pieces

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Atrchives and Mausolea Department

23

Large cylindrical bead, cylindrical beads
20 pieces

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

24

Comma-shaped bead, cylindrical beads and
other precious stones

7 pieces

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

25

Large comma-shaped bead, cylindrical beads
and other precious stones

98 pieces

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

26

Comma-shaped beads, cylindrical bead and
other precious stones

1647 pieces

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

27

Comma-shaped beads, cylindrical beads and
other precious stones

95 pieces

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

28

Comma-shaped beads, cylindrical beads and
Other pfeCiOuS stones

50 pieces

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

29

Comma-shaped beads, cylindrical beads and
other precious stones

24 pieces

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

Forms of Clay

30

Jar-shaped haniwa

1 piece

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

31

Jar-shaped haniwa

1 picce

Kofun period

mid 3rd century - mid 7th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

32
Cylindrical Aaniwa with two fins attached
1 piece

iii



Foreword

‘The Imperial Household Agency has a Mausolea and Tombs Division within the Archives and Mausolea
Department, which is responsible for matters pertaining to the maintenance, investigation and study of the
Imperial Mausolea and Tombs, such as of the successive Emperors and Empresses. This division possesses
many superior artifacts such as the Female Head and Horse-Shaped Haniwa (clay figure) excavated from the
mausoleum of Emperor Nintoku. Among them are various examples of superior ancient forms, such as the
Gyobutsu Sekki (stone tools among the Imperial Treasures) with its unique form, the Rizual bell with design of
flowing water, with beautiful and stylish flowing water patterns, and the Mirror with four buildings which is a
traditional mirror with a three dimensional Japanese house of the time added as an original touch. These are
important works of the fundamental period of Japanese culture, showing the brilliant expressions in forms
during the ancient eras. The Museum of Imperial Collections, Sannomaru Shozokan, which has succeeded
the works past down as Gyobussu (Imperial Treasures) until the era of Emperor Showa, possesses noteworthy
pieces such as the Gilt bronze vase with four rings which is academically evaluated as important research
material, and the Visorless keeled helmet made of gilt bronze layer applied to horizontal iron strips riveted together,
of which there is no other similar example.

In this exhibition, we will introduce the pieces which retain their shapes since the era that they were used,
focusing on their characteristics in form, with attention on materials such as stone, clay and metal, and their
manufacturing techniques, among the archeological pieces within the collection of the Mausolea and Tombs
Division and the Museum of Imperial Collections, Sannnomaru Shozokan.

The “forms of stone” include beautiful green Jade magatama (comma-shaped beads), marvelous shaped
kuwagata-ishi (hoe-shaped stones) and sharin-seki (wheel-shaped stones) which show the features of a
bracelet using shells from southern oceans. The “forms of clay” include Aaniwa (clay figures) which convey the
magnanimous spirit of the ancient times, and Suze ware (unglazed vessels) which were skillfully created using
a potter’s wheel. The “forms of metal” include bronze mirrors with leaping divine animals and complicated
geometrical patterns, and personal adornments in shining gold. All of these show the prolific aesthetic sense
and formative ability of the ancient Japanese people. We hope our visitors will take notice in the layers of
history within Japanese culture, which has taken pride in its tradition of manufacturing, through the beauty

of form created by the materials and techniques used in these objects on display.
September, 2017

The Archives and Mausolea Department
The Museum of the Imperial Collections, Sannomaru Shozokan

Imperial Household Agency





