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59

Poem on Journey to America

Katsu Kaishu

1 hanging scroll

around 1872

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

60

Documents Considering Princess
Seikan'in

Emperor Komei

4 letters(among 10)

1846, 1861

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

61

Diary of Princess Seikan'in

Princess Seikan'in Chikako

2 albums (among 5 albums)

1868-1873

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

62

Tenjo Mukyu (Passage from Nihon
Shoki)

Prince Arisugawa Taruhito

1 hanging scroll

1867-86

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of Imperial
Collections)

63

Letters by Prince Taruhito(Prince
Arisugawa Documents)

Prince Arisugawa Taruhito

2 letters

1868

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

64

Reminisce Poem, "Hana-chireba"
Okubo Toshimichi

I hanging scroll

around 1876

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

65

Letter by Iwakura Tomomi(Prince
Arisugawa Documents)

Iwakura Tomomi

1 letter

1882

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

66

Letter by Saigo Takamori(Kido Family
Documents)

Saigo Takamori

1 letter

1868

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

67

Letter by Ito Hirobumi(Prince Arisugawa
Documents)

Ito Hirobumi

lletter
1888

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

68

Diary and Record of Nogi Maresuke
Nogi Maresuke

1 album (among 26)

1904-1905

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

69

Penmanship by Emperor Meiji, practice
and fair copy

Emperor Meiji

37 sheets

1861

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

70

Poem by Empress Dowager Shoken
Empress Dowager Shoken

1 hanging scroll

Meiji period, 19-20th century

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

71

Single Line Calligraphy by Emperor
Taisho

Emperor Taisho

1 hanging scroll

1914

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

72

Poem on Shikishi Paper by Empress
Teimei

Empress Teimei

1 sheet

Meiji-Taisho period, 19-20th century

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

vii



40

Letter by Hosokawa Yusai about Poetry
Hosokawa Yusai

1 sheet

¢.1603

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

41

Screen with Ancient Poems

Prince Hachijo Toshihito

pair of six-fold screens

Edo period, 16-17th century

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

42

Ancient Poems Written by Emperor
Gomizunoo

Emperor Gomizunoo

1 hanging scroll

Edo period, 17th century

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

43

Letter by Emperor Meisho

Emperor Meisho

1 hanging scroll

Edo period, 17th century

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

44

Ancient Poems Written by Emperor
Reigen on Tanzaku Paper

Emperor Reigen

2 sheets

Edo period, 17-18th century

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

45

Namu Amidabutsu Written by Emperor
Kokaku

Emperor Kokaku

1 hand scroll

1794

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

46

Mt. Fuji

painting: Maruyama Okyo, caption: Prince
Arisugawa Orihito

1 hanging scroll

painting:18th century, caption:after 1812
Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

47

Tora (tiger)

Mitsui Shinko

1 hanging scroll

Edo period, 18-19th century

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

48

Chinese Poems Written in Shichigon-
koshi and Gogon-risshi Style

Nukina Kaioku

pair of hanging scrolls

1858

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

IIl. Disclosing Calligraphy - The
Power of Writing Developing

49

Makoto (Sincerity)

Tokugawa Nariaki

I hanging scroll

Edo period, 19th century

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

50

Screen with Poem in Gyosho (Script)
Style

Fujita Toko

six-fold screen

Edo period, 19th century

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

51

Dokurakuenki ("Account of the Garden
of Solitary Pleasure", by Sima Guang)
Shimadzu Hisamitsu

| hand scroll

1838

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

52

Opinions on an Ancient Bronze Jar
Sakuma Shozan

6 hanging scrolls

1853

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

53

Poem Composed Beholding Imperial
Castle in Kyoto

Yoshida Shoin

1 hanging scroll

1856

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

54

Letter by Sakamoto Ryoma

Sakamoto Ryoma

1 hanging scroll

1863

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

55

Endorsement of the Saccho-Domei
Alliance(Kido Family Documents)
Sakamoto Ryoma

1 hand scroll

1866

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

56

Letter by Yoshimura Torataro
Yoshimura Torataro

1 hand scroll

1863

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

57

Poem by Wang Yangming Copied by
Takasugi Shinsaku

Takasugi Shinsaku

1 hanging scroll

around 1865,66

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

58

Compact under Joint Signature by
Takasugi Shinsaku and others (Kido
Family Documents)

Takasugi Shinsaku and others

1 hand scroll

1858

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)



20

Letter by Fujiwara no Tadamichi
Fujiwara no Tadamichi

1 hanging scroll

Heian period, 12th century

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

21

Letter by Saigyo

Saigyo

| hanging scroll

around 1188,89

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

22

Letter by Taira no Shigemori

Taira no Shigemori

1 hanging scroll

Heian period, 12th century

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

23

Letter by Fujiwara no Moronaga
Fujiwara no Moronaga

1 hanging scroll

Heian period, 12th century

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

24
Draft of Writings by Fujiwara no Sadaie

Fujiwara no Sadaie

1 hanging scroll

Kamakura period, 13th century

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

25

Sarashina Nikki (Memoirs of Sugawara
no Takasue's Daughter)

Fujiwara no Sadaie

1 album

Kamakura period, 12-13th century

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

26

Letter by Fujiwara no Tameie

Fujiwara no Tameie

1 hanging scroll

Kamakura period, 13th century

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

27
Anthology of Emperor Fushimi

Emperor Fushimi

1 hand scroll

Kamakura period, 13-14th century

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

II. Affluent Calligraphy -
Transmitting History, and Writing
Styles Develop

28

Kechigeshu-somyo [Names of Priests
Participating on Summer Varsika
(meditation retreat)]

Prince Shoren'in Son'en

1 hand scroll

1335

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

29

Shimomu Cho Kaki-awase (Score for
Biwa Lute)

Emperor Gofushimi

| hand scroll

Kamakura period, 14th century, postscript by
Emperor Suko dated 1371

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

30

Diary of Emperor Hanazono,vol.33
Emperor Hanazono

I hand scroll(amang 35 hand scrolls)

1331

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

31

Letter by Ashikaga Takauji

Ashikaga Takauji

| hanging scroll

c.1352

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

32

Letter by Emperor Gokomatsu

Emperor Gokomatsu

| hanging scroll

Muromachi period, 14-15th century

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

33

Letter by Emperor Gohanazono

Emperor Gohanazono

1 hand scroll(among 5 hand scrolls)

1467

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

34

Letter by Toin Sanchiro

Toin Sanchiro

1 hand scroll(among 5 hand scrolls)

1445

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

35

Shichitoku-no-mai Written by Emperor
Gokashiwabara

Emperor Gokashiwabara

1 hand scroll

Muromachi period, 15-16th century

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

36

100 Chakuto Waka Poems by the
Sanjonishi Family

Sanjonishi Sanetaka, Kin'eda, Saneki

1 hand scroll

1525

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

37

Murasaki Shikibu at Ishiyama-dera
Temple

painting: Tosa Mitsumoto, caption: Sanjonishi
Kin'eda

1 hanging scroll

1560

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

38

Poem by Kujo Tanemichi

Kujo Tanemichi

1 hanging scroll

1594

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

39

Albums of Ancient Handwriting on
Tanzaku Paper

3 albums

Kamakura to Edo period, 13-17th century
Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)



List of Exhibits

I. From Karayo (Chinese Style) to
Wayo (Japanese Style) - Japanese
Calligraphy Blossoms

1

Documents of the Tenpyo Era

1 hand scroll

751

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

2

Dai-hannya-haramitta-kyo
(Mahaprajnaparamita-siitra), vol.244

1 album

712

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

3

Zoagon-kyo (Samyukta Agama), vol.37
1 hand scroll

740

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

4
Daijo-hifundari-kyo (Karuna-pundarika-
stitra), vol.3

1 hand scroll

Heian period, 12th century

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

5

Soranjo (Transcription of Wang Yizhi’s
letter)

Copy of Calligraphy by Wang Xizhi

1 hanging scroll

Chinese Tang dynasty (copied during 7-8th
centuries)

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

6

Son Katei Shofu (Section of Book
Spectrum by Sun Guo-ting)

Kukai

1 hanging scroll

Heian period, 9th century

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

7

Ki-no-kashu (Anthology of Ki no Haseo)
Qe no Asatsuna

1 hand scroll

919

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

8

Byobu-dodai (Draft for Screen Poem)
Ono no Michikaze

1 hand scroll

928

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

9

Gyokusenjo (Poems from the Chinese
Anthology)

Ono no Michikaze

1 hand scroll

Heian period, 10th century

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

10

Onmyojo (Letter)

Fujiwara no Sukemasa

1 hand scroll

982

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

11

Documents on Prince Atsuyasu's First
Audience with Emperor Ichijo

Fujiwara no Yukinari

1 hanging scroll

1005

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

12

Biwa-fu (Score for Biwa Lute)

8 sheets (among 25 sheets)

Heian period, I1th century

Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department)

13

Section of Fukayabushu (Meika Kashu-
gire)

Attributed to Ki no Tsurayuki

1 hanging scroll

Heian period, 11th century

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

14

Poems from the Anthology Wakan
Roeishu, Kumogami Version, vol.2
Minamoto no kaneyuki

1 hand scroll (among 2 hand scrolls)

Heian period, 11th century

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

15

Poems from the Anthology Wakan
Roeishu, Atakagire Version

Attributed to Minamoto no Toshiyori

1 hand scroll

Heian period, 12th century

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial

Collections)

16

Shichitoku-no-mai (Poem from
Hakushimonju, Collection of Poems by
Bo Juyi)

Attributed to Minamoto no Toshifusa

1 album

Heian period, 12th century

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

17

Manyoshu, Kanazawa Version

Fujiwara no Sadanobu

1 album

Heian period, 12th century

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

18

Kokin Wakashu Anthology, Hon'ami-
gire Version

Attributed to Ono no Michikaze

| hand scroll

Heian period, 12th century

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of the Imperial
Collections)

19

Kokin Wakashu Anthology, Three Poems
of Celebration

Attributed to Fujiwara no Kinto

1 hanging scroll

Heian period, 12th century

Sannomaru Shozokan (Museum of Imperial
Collections)



Foreword

1= - %1
=]

The character for calligraphy was originally written as “ # ” which was a combination
of ““t” (brush) and “ # * (person) , meaning the act of writing down some matter with letters
or characters. Because kanji characters which are the starting point of calligraphy, developed
from pictograph, our predecessors discovered a variety of beautiful forms within the shapes of
characters, and pursued aesthetic expressions by creating affluent forms devising the shades
of ink, usage of different types of brushes and manners of brushstrokes, harmonizing the
composition of letters and various types of paper. Furthermore, characters have meanings, and
become words and sentences, taking on the important role to express various matters, feelings,
and thoughts, skillfully used to create ample expressions. In this exhibition, we will introduce
our country’s profuse calligraphy and superior writing culture, through works beginning with the
famous Chinese calligrapher Wang Xizhi to those of the modern era.

While being influenced by the Chinese Tang dynasty, beautiful kana characters were
harmonized with exquisitely decorated paper of the Heian dynasty, when our country’s unique
culture developed. The middle era is when calligraphy styles were established and many records
of historical matters exist. The early modern era is when the traditional style of calligraphy
spread widely, various learnings were pursued and diverse calligraphy developed. During the
late Edo to early Meiji era, the active people in this time of disturbance created many powerful
and interesting records. These master works of each era within the Sannomaru Shozokan and
Shoryobu (Archives and Mausolea Department ) of Imperial Household Agency are shown in this
exhibition, enabling our visitors to fully appreciate the various charming qualities of calligraphy.

As the proverb “Sho wa hito nari” (translated “Calligraphy shows one’s personality”), the
various writings by various people show beautiful inherent forms. We hope our visitors will enjoy
the fascinating beauty of “calligraphy” and the various historical matters cleverly transmitted by

“words”, traveling beyond time and space.

September, 2016

The Museum of the Imperial Collections, Sannomaru Shozokan
The Archives and Mausolea Department
Imperial Household Agency



The Artistry of Calligraphy,
and the Significance of Words

September 17 (Sat.) — December 4 (Sun.), 2016

The Museum of the Imperial Collections, Sannomaru Shozokan
The Archives and Mausolea Department

Imperial Household Agency





