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blood wine and human flesh, and in return they danced offering poisoned wine. Eventually, the Doji getting heavily drunk returned
to his bedroom, and his retainer ogres also fell down. Raiko’s group was lead to the Doji’s bedroom by two women, where he was
lying down in his ogre form, and cut off his head. Then, they killed each of the retainer ogres, rescued the Chunagon’s daughter
and the other women captured in a cave, and brought them back to Kyoto. The tale ends with praise towards Raiko’s achievements,
claiming that they were because of the protection of the gods.

Viewers are able to enjoy the various depictions while expanding their images, with the expressions of the figures, the intricate
and beautiful decorative patterns of the robes, the wonderful depictions of various furnishings such as screens, etc., and the
brilliant illustrations of the fictional ogre.
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Hlustrated Scrolls of Prince Hikohohodemi-no-mikoto

set of 6 scrolls, color on paper, Edo period, 17th century
area of the paintings - scroll no.1: 32.3x589.4 scroll no.2: 32.4x734.8 scroll no.3: 32.3x530.3
scroll no.4: 32.4x818.0 scroll no.5: 32.3x1118.5 scroll no.6: 32.3x1402.4

A set of illustrated scrolls depicting the myths about Umisachihiko and Yamasachihiko in Kojiki (The Records of Ancient
Matters) and Nihonshoki (Chronicles of Japan). Yamasachihiko, alias Hikohohodemi-no-mikoto, had lost the fishhook that he
borrowed from his elder brother Umisachihiko, alias Honosusori-no-mikoto, while fishing, and was severely tormented from his
elder brother. Perplexed, he explained the matter to an old man that he met at the beach, and was taken to Ryuogu(dragon king’s
palace). The dragon king there arranged the fishhook to be found, and Yamasachihiko became the husband of the dragon king’s
daughter. He visited his brother to return the fishhook, and punished him using the “high tide ball” and the “low tide ball” given to
him from the dragon king. Later, because the princess became pregnant, a maternity room was set in Yamasachihiko’s hometown,
where the princess gave birth. Then, Yamasachihiko became emperor, and his elder brother offered tributes every season.

This set of scrolls is a reproduction created during the Edo period, and the original is the /llustrated Scrolls of Prince
Hikohohodemi-no-mikoto considered to be made in the middle of the 12th century. The original set was passed down in Shin-
hachimangu in Matsunaga manor of Wakasa province(presently Obama city, Fukui prefecture), transferred to Myotsuji temple in
Matsunaga manor, and then presented to the shogun Tokugawa Iemitsu from the feudal lord Sakai Tadakatsu. Before presenting
the original set, Tadakatsu ordered Kano Taneyasu to create a reproduction which still exists in Myotsuji temple. This set of
scrolls was probably created after Myotsuji temple’s reproduction, but the painter is unknown. It is a valuable work that shows the
presence of the original that is presently lost.
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Hlustrated Scroll of Yun Yan (Jakuran) —Qiu Ying,
1 scroll, color on paper, Ming Dynasty, China,16th century
area of the paintings: 31.6x938.2

A story about Su Hui(Yun Yan), a woman of the mid-4th century in China, with an 840 character poem written at the beginning
of the illustrated scroll. This poem is extraordinary, being able to be read in various ways that count up to more than 3000,
arranged so that they can be read forward or backward. The content is as follows;

Yun Yan’s husband Doutao was governor of Qinzhou, serving the Emperor Fujian of the Qiangin dynasty, but suffered
because of relegation. Jealous that Doutao loved his mistress Zhao Yangtai, Yun Yan did not accompany Doutao when he moved
to Xiangyang, and Doutao took only Zhao Yangtai with him. Left alone, Yun Yan regretted that there was no contact from her
husband, and sent him a poem woven into a five-colored brocade. The poem titled Xuanji Tu, was skillfully composed and could be
read forward and backwards. Doutao was so impressed that he cordially welcomed Yun Yan once again.

The illustrated scroll is depicted in four scenes. The first scene is where Yun Yan is weaving the palindrome poem into the
brocade, the second scene is where she sends the completed brocade by a messenger to her husband, the third scene is her
husband and other people impressed by the brocade, and the fourth scene is where Yun Yan receives a letter from her husband
and departs headed towards her husband’s whereabouts. The heroine Yun Yan is depicted with delicate expression, and teeming
nature, buildings, with supporting figures placed in the scenery, allow the viewer to image affluent extensity with landscapes and
continuity of space which are features emphasized in Chinese scroll paintings.
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Okuri — lllustrated Scrolls of Oguri Hangan  attributed to Iwasa Matebei

set of 15 scrolls, color on paper, Edo period, 17th century

area of the paintings - scroll no.l: 33.8x1246.9  scroll no.2: 33.8x1238.8  scroll no.3: 33.7x1250.8 scroll no.4: 33.7x1249.1
scroll no.5: 33.7x2488.6  scroll no.6: 33.8x2498.0 scroll no.7: 33.7x2509.4 scroll no.8: 33.8x2480.9
scroll no.9: 33.8x2486.1 scroll no.10: 33.8x2475.7  scroll no.11: 34.0x2493.7 scroll no.12: 34.0x2489.8
scroll no.13: 34.0%2497.5  scroll no.14: 33.9x2493.4  scroll no.15: 34.0x2499.4

The story originated from the legend of the Oguri family that ruled the Oguri—no Mikuriya in Hitachi province during the
middle ages. It was recited by the priests of the related Jishu sect head temple Yugyoji Temple, who walked around preaching their
doctrines while chanting prayers to Buddha. It was then connected with music to promote people’s interest and was enhanced
around the story of Oguri and Terute, widely spread as a sekkyo-bushi (sermon ballads), and furthermore was performed with
puppets, and later developed into a Kabuki play during the Edo period.

The text of the sekkyo-bushi puppet show is used in the explanatory texts of these illustrated scrolls, and its contents is as
follows: in scroll no.l, the noble officer Nijo Kaneie of Kyoto is blessed with Oguri as a gift child of the Bishamonten worship,
scroll no.2 to 5 begin with selecting Oguri’s wife, and then a great snake of a deep muddy pond disguised as a beautiful woman
trades vows with Oguri, who thus was transported to Hitachi province. Then he meets Terute who was the gift-child of Nikko
worship. She was the only daughter of the Sagami and Musashi county representative Yokoyama, and Oguri marries her after
exchanging love letters. In scroll no.6-8, Yokoyama angry at Oguri because he married into the family without permission, sets
a wild horse Onikage to assault Oguri, but Oguri succeeds to ride the horse, so next Yokoyama kills him with poison. In scroll
n0.9-10, Terute escaping from the danger, is sold to various merchants one after another, and refusing to become a courtesan,
she becomes a maid-servant. In scroll no,10-13, Oguri is judged by Enma Daio (the Great King Yama, judge of the afterlife) and
converted into an uncanny-looking starving demon, and then aims for the Yunomine hot spring at Kumano Hongu, riding an earth
carrying cart pulled with the help of various people on the way up the Tokaido highway. After bathing at Yunomine, he returns to
his original appearance. During this passage, Terute is one of the people who helped pull the cart, without realizing that the demon
was actually Oguri. In scroll no.14, after reunion with his parents, they withdrew the disownment, and then he meets Terute once
again. In scroll no.15, after revenging Yokoyama and the others, he became rich, and passed away at age 83. Last of all, Oguri and
Terute were enshrined as gods.

The scrolls are considered to be the work of Iwasa Matabei and his studio. Though features of expression of the plump cheeks
and long chins referred to as Matebei’s style, and the arch of the hands and feet fingers are common throughout the scrolls,
different painting styles can also be seen, showing that a large number of people participated . By the explanatory texts, the scenes
progress one after another over the time transition like an animation, making it a set of illustrated scrolls that attracts its viewers.
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[llustrated Scrolls of Shutendoji the Ogre
set of 5 scrolls, color on paper, Edo period, 17th century
area of the paintings - scroll no.1: 35.0x1179.2  scroll no.2: 35.1x1208.7  scroll no.3: 35.2x950.4
scroll no.4: 35.1x1068.5  scroll no.5: 35.2x1006.3

The Shutendoji is a tale about ogre extermination by Minamoto-no Raiko (Yorimitsu), which was popular from an carly stage,
becoming the subject of many illustrated scrolls and books. It is a representative samurai tale popular until the later eras. These
illustrated scrolls are a set of glamourous colorful scrolls, with a large amount of gold foil and gold paint used throughout, and
were probably commissioned by a high ranked person. The content of the tale is as follows;

During the rule of Emperor Ichijo, incidents occurred where beautiful court women disappeared one after another. One night,
the only daughter of Tkeda Chunagon (state councilor) also disappears. The Chunagon finds out from a fortune teller Seimei, who
was popular in Kyoto, that the incidents were caused by the ogres that live in Senjogatake of Mt. Ibuki in Oumi province, and
ordered Minamoto-no Raiko to attack them. Raiko receiving this Imperial order, prayed to Hachiman shrine and Sumiyoshi shrine
for divine protection, along with Fujiwara Yasumasa and his four paladins, and they headed for Mt. Ibuki disguised as mountain
priests. Raiko’s party reached the ogre’s residence, and met the ogre in the form of a Doji(child), and introduced themselves as
mountain priests of Mt. Haguro in Dewa province. In order to disarm suspicion by the Doji, they received entertainment of human
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Story of a Painter
1 scroll, color on paper, Kamakura period, 14th century
area of the paintings -30.1x788.6

An illustrated scroll depicting the tragedies and comedies that occurred to a painter living in poverty, considered to have been
created around late Kamakura period.

One day a poor painter living in Kyoto, received an estate from the Imperial Court. The painter held a grand banquet gathering
all of his relatives to celebrate. Later the painter sent a messenger to inspect the land, but found that it was a dangerous place where
farmers used weapons and someone had already collected the land-tax. Realizing that joy for the gift of land was premature, the
painter’s family was at loss. The painter appealed to the Oversight Department (responsible for controlling central and provincial
governmental offices) officer at Hosshoji temple, but was disregarded. Then the painter requested the court noble at Hosshoji
temple, who transmitted petitions to the Emperor from important temples, to report to the Emperor. The petition was worthwhile
and the painter was allowed to return the land, but he then impudently plead to exchange the land for somewhere nearer to Kyoto,
and was never answered since then. The painter realized about the mutability of the world, and became a believer of Buddhism,
and put his own child into a temple. Then he recorded these circumstances with his occupation using a paint brush, leaving this
illustrated scroll.

This scroll was presented to Emperor Meiji by Tokugawa lesato in 1887,
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Hlustrated Scrolls of the Tale of Sumiyoshi
set of 2 scrolls, color on paper, Muromachi period, 16th century
area of the paintings - scroll no.1: 24.0x1437.2, scroll no.2: 24.0x1436.5

The Tale of Sumiyoshi appears in the Tale of Genji and the Makurano Soshi (Pillow Book), so can be considered to have
originated during the early Heian period, and was already a popular story in the 10th century.

The story is a Japanese version of Cinderella, where a beautiful but unfortunate girl grasps happiness in the end, in spite of
being bullied by her stepmother. A court noble who was the Chunagon(state councilor) and also Saemon-no-kami(government
official), had a beautiful daughter between the daughter of the late emperor. After the late emperor’s daughter dies, the court
noble has a second and third daughter between the daughter of the Shodaibu(high steward), and the first daughter was raised by
the stepmother, along with her two stepsisters. Then, a fourth rank major general heard rumors about the first daughter’s beauty,
and proposes to her, but the stepmother schemes to make him marry her own daughter, and succeeds. However, the major general
eventually realizes that his wife was the wrong person, and peeks through the pine tree shadows when the three daughters went
out on an excursion to Sagano in the New Year, and increases his love. In the meanwhile, the Chunagon prepared to wed the first
daughter to enter the palace, but was again interfered by the stepmother. The stepmother schemes to have the seventy year old
Kazue-no-kami (the head of budget bureau) steal the first daughter. The first daughter relies on her own late mother’s wet nurse
living in Sumiyoshi, and escapes the residence. The major general finding out that she disappeared, prayed to the Hatsuse Kannon,
and found out her whereabouts, visits Sumiyoshi and achieves reunion with her and takes her back to Kyoto. The two were married
and prospered for a long time after.

This type of illustrated scroll with the explanatory text written within the picture is characteristic of the Muromachi period,
showing that the recipient not only appreciated the illustrated scenes, but also the contents of the illustrations in the scroll.



Enjoying Illustrated Scrolls

July 4 (Sat.) — August 30 (Sun.), 2015

Foreword

In Japan, stories have been illustrated and mounted into scrolls to enjoy them, and
illustrated scrolls have been created as artworks since the middle of the Heian period,
around the late 10th century. At an early stage, when literature of the Heian period was
formed and developed, illustrated scrolls were created with aristocratic themes. Gradually
along with the rise of the samurai class, scrolls illustrating military history, and scrolls for
the propagation of the Buddhist faith were created, to entertain a wide range of social strata.
Just how the contents of the story is picturized and evolved depends on the expressions
of the painter’s images. Viewers can look at these illustrated images and enjoy the scrolls
expanding their own images. Being able to enjoy these rich images is probably why
illustrated scrolls have been familiar to so many people for such a long time.

In this exhibition, we will introduce the Story of a Painter (Kamakura period),
which depicts the actual life of a painter, the /llustrated Scrolls of the Tale of Sumiyoshi
(Muromachi period), which is a Japanese version of Cinderella, where the heroine grasps
happiness in spite of being bullied by her stepmother, and the Okuri — Illustrated Scrolls
of Oguri Hangan (Edo period), which is the popular sekkyo-bushi (sermon ballads)
where a man and woman of curious fate overcome hardships. Also introduced are the
Hlustrated Scrolls of Shutendoji the Ogre (Edo period) about the well-known legend of
ogre extermination at Mt.Oe, the /llustrated Scrolls of Prince Hikohohodemi-no-mikoto
(Edo period), depicting the myths about Umisachihiko and Yamasachihiko in Kojiki (The
Records of Ancient Matters) and Nikhonshoki (Chronicles of Japan) , and the [llustrated
Scroll of Yun Yan (Jakuran) (Ming Dynasty) about Su Hui (Yun Yan) of the mid-4th century
in China, which illustrates the legend of the 840 characters palindrome poem that she sent
to her husband.

We hope our visitors will enjoy the prolific images emerging from each of these

illustrated scrolls.

July, 2015
The Museum of the Imperial Collections,

Sannomaru Shozokan





