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List of Exhibits

1

Draft for Illustrated Scrolls on the Achievements of Iwakura
Tomomi

Tanaka Yubi

21 hand scrolls

Color on silk

c. 1890

W. 43.8-48.0

L. 127.7-2182.9

A set of 21 picture scrolls illustrating the life of Iwakura Tomomi
(1825-83). Iwakura Tomomi was from a family not so highly ranked, but
he stood out with his brilliance and became a close advisor of Emperor
Komei. Iwakura asserted the Union of the Imperial Court and the
Shogunate, within the court which swayed between opening the country
and exclusion of foreigners, in the end of Edo period. After the Meiji
Restoration, he took an important post in the new Meiji government,
and supported Emperor Meiji’s rule along with Sanjo Sanetomi. When
he passed away in 1883, his funeral was held as a state funeral. Then,
according to Emperor Meiji’s wish, the project to compile Iwakura’s
chronicle history to honor his achievements was launched. At the same
time, the creation of a set of picture scrolls to illustrate those achievements
was planned. The painter was Tanaka Yubi, a Yamatoe painter who
studied under Reizei Tamechika in Kyoto, during the end of Edo period.
Yubi adopted the painting technique that he studied from traditional
picture scrolls, along with the style of his teacher Tamechika and other
painting styles to create Iwakura’s set of biographical picture scrolls.
However, this set of picture scrolls does not have any explanatory words,
and is simply mounted, and therefore unlikely to be a completed set for
appreciation. The paintings are almost complete, but the explanations
seem to have been delayed, making them unfinished as picture scrolls.

2
[llustrated Scrolls on the Achievements of Sanjo Sanetomi

Tanaka Yubi (explanation words by Higashikuze Michitomi)
24 hand scrolls

Color on silk

1901

W.33.0

L. 668.7-852.2

A set of biographical picture scrolls of Sanjo Sanetomi (1837-91). San-
jo Sanetomi was from the distinguished Sanjo family, which was the head
Seiga family (one of the highest court noble families in Japan), and acted
as a central figure of the court nobles” Imperialism and exclusionism, suc-
ceeding his father Sanetsumu’s will. He was cast away from Kyoto in the
political change of August 18", 1863, and moved down to Choshu. After
that, he was transferred to Dazaifu to be secluded and suffered many
difficulties, but was reinstated on the occasion of the Decree for the Res-
toration of Imperial Rule issued in 1867. In 1871, he became Dajo-daijin
(Grand Minister), and courteously supported Emperor Meiji. This set of
24 picture scrolls depicts his turmoiled life. The paintings are by Tanaka
Yubi, and the explanations are written by Higashikuze Michitomi. Inves-

tigation on Sanjo Sanetomi’s achievements began in 1888, and it took
more than ten years to compile the Chronicle records of Sanjo Sanetomi.
These picture scrolls were planned as a part of the project to compile his
achievements.

3

[lustrated Scrolls on the Achievements of Sanjo Sanetsumu
Tanaka Yubi (explanation words by Saionji Kinmochi)

15 hand scrolls

Color on silk

1904

W. 33.0-33.3

L. 702.6-854.3

After Tanaka Yubi painted biographical picture scrolls on the two
meritorious men of the Meiji restoration, Iwakura Tomomi and Sanjo
Sanetomi, the next work that he faced was the set of picture scrolls on
Sanetomi’s father, Sanjo Sanetsumu (1802-59). This began when Hijikata
Hisamoto requested to Emperor Meiji for the compilation of picture
scrolls on the achievements of Sanjo Sanetsumu following the example
of Ilustrared Scrolls on the Achievements of Sanjo Sanetomi (no.2), in
1902. The paintings were by Tanaka Yubi, the draft of the explanation
words was written by Higashikuze Michitomi, and a clean copy of the
explanation was written by Saionji Kinmochi. The set of 15 picture
scrolls was completed in 1904, Sanetsumu acted aiming for the recovery
of Imperial rule, but was secluded in Ichijoji village outside Kyoto by the
Shogunate. He was forced to be tonsured, and passed away in despair.

<Referense>

[llustrated Scrolls of the Funeral Ceremony of Emperor Meiji
Tanaka Yubi

4 hand scrolls

Color on paper

1913

W. 373

L. 806.3-841.6

Imperial Household Archives

Emperor Meiji passed away on July 30", 1912. The Imperial funeral
was held at the funeral hall erected at the Aoyama parade ground, from
September 13", Yubi was commissioned to record the situations of these
ceremonies in a set of picture scrolls. Yubi observed the ceremony along
with a few of his students, including his son Tanaka Shinbi, and then cre-
ated these picture scrolls. The set of four picture scrolls was completed
in 1913. Within the picture with gold and silver kirihaku (cut foil) and
sunago (foil reduced powder) scattered on the ground, the army and navy,
the commissioner of the Imperial funeral, and the Imperial procession
following the coffin proceeding solemnly with a splendid but grave atmo-
sphere. The last scroll ends with the scene where the funeral train departs
from the Aoyama temporary station, being seen off by Emperor Taisho
and others. It is the last set of picture scrolls that Tanaka Yubi was com-
missioned by the Imperial Household Ministry.



Foreword

The new government established due to the Decree for the Restoration of Imperial Rule issued on
December 9", 1867, challenged to reform Japan by promoting modernization led by Emperor Meiji, in
attempt to line up with the western great powers. The young Emperor still in his teens, was to face many
difficult situations, supported by Sanjo Sanetomi (1837-91) and Iwakura Tomomi (1825-83).

Sanjo Sanetomi was from the distinguished Sanjo family, which was the head Seiga family (one of the
highest court noble families in Japan), next to the Sekke (line of regents and advisors). Iwakura Tomomi
was from a family not so highly ranked, but he stood out with his brilliance and became a close advisor of
Emperor Komei. Sanjo was a central figure of the Imperialism and exclusionism, while Iwakura asserted
the Union of the Imperial Court and the Shogunate, within the court which swayed between opening
the country and exclusion of foreigners, in the end of Edo period. Seemingly contrastive, both of them
aimed towards the restoration of Imperial rule. When this aspiration became reality, the two cooperated
in supporting the Emperor, and exerted for the new nation. Sanjo became Dajo-daijin (Grand Minister),
the highest rank of the Dajokan (Grand Council of the State), and Iwakura became Udaijin (Minister
of the Right), acting as the two pillars of the new Meiji government. They were always good advisors
to Emperor Meiji, and reported their opinions to the Emperor on how the nation should proceed, and
courteously assisted the Imperial rule.

The project to compile their chronicle history to record their achievements, began under Imperial order
after Iwakura passed away, followed by the creation of these sets of picture scrolls that depict their lives,
shows how special Sanjo and Iwakura were to Emperor Meiji. These sets of biographical picture scrolls
on these two statesmen who contributed to the Meiji Restoration, are works incomparable among modern
painting history in quality and quantity, and the various incidents that occurred in the same era illustrated
among them while covering their lives, have a valuable meaning as the visualization of the formation
process of the modern nation.

In this exhibition, we consider about the role that these two people played in the end of the Edo period
through the Meiji Restoration, and also introduce the charm of the painter, Tanaka Yubi, through these
sets of biographical picture scrolls. The presence of Tanaka Yubi who showed a painting style anticipating
the modern era while succeeding the Yamatoe tradition, is also a quite interesting factor among modern
painting history. We hope our visitors will thoroughly enjoy this occasion which is the first time for these

picture scrolls to be introduced to the public.
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'The two people who supported Emperor Meiji

Sanjo Sanetomi and Iwakura Tomomi

— an account of the late Edo period

to the Meiji Restoration in biographical picture scrolls

July 19 (Sat.) — September 28 (Sun.), 2014
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