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Kanzan Denshichi’s Tableware with designs of flowers and grasses of the four seasons, polychrome glaze

61

RIRWE  38riodh
® B BEObL
AW 451884 #55.0
B OHEIL1 ELT
sencha tea bowls

each d. 84 h.5.0

sencha tea bowl saucers
each d. 11.1 h.1.7

i 57809t
%6104 HFET6

rice bowls
each d. 10.4 h.7.6

i 6109t
KI5 #7568

soup bowls
each d. 12.5 h.6.8

B 568095
AP0 F525
namasu (a dish of raw fish

and vegetables seasoned in
vinegar) plates

each d. 14.0 h.2.5

EWIL 600055
#1685 1520

pickle plates
each d. 8.5 h.2.0

(BEiah)

reference exhibit

AR AEBITER 1%
%#£253 515

Pair of vases with designs of
flowers and grasses,
polychrome glaze

each d. 253 h.51.5

SO ) UM #1s
(k) #4340 #5180

(1) ££31.0 #5167

(/) 283 #5157

large bowl d.34.0 h.18.0

medium bowl d.31.0 h.16.7
small bowl d.28.3 h.15.7.

WMt 56009
HEILS #RE7

soup bowls
each d. 11.5 h.7.1

W 52005
%2125 #w77
boiled dish bowls

each d. 12.5 h.7.7

BEWIL 56055
#2189 #35

baked food plates
each d. 189 h.3.5

WL 60ri9s
RIE125 1522

sweetmeat plates
each d. 125 h.2.2

R (K)  22809%
AN 18209%
(k) ##£92 171

() #1578 #5152

large sake wine bottles
each d.9.2 h.17.1

small sake wine bottles
each d.7.8 h.152
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On the Tableware with designs of flowers and grasses of the four seasons,
polychrome glaze, passed down within the Prince Arisugawa Family

The Tableware with designs of flowers and grasses of the four seasons, polychrome glaze introduced in this exhibition was bequeathed by the late
Princess Kikuko of Takamatsu to our museum in 2005. The Prince Takamatsu family was an Imperial Prince house that was established in order to
succeed the Late Prince Arisugawa family rites, because the family ceased when Prince Takehito of Arisugawa passed away in 1913. Emperor Taisho
was distressed about this, and therefore had his third son Prince Nobuhito (1905-1987) succeed the rites. This set was among the art works succeeded
from the Prince Arisugawa family to the Prince Takamatsu family on that occasion.

Estimating from the period that Kanzan Denshichi, the ceramic artist who created the set, was active, these were probably produced and submitted
to the Prince Arisugawa family in the early Meiji era (1870’s to 1880’s), when Prince Taruhito of Arisugawa (1835-1895) was the 9th head of the
family. Prince Taruhito was a major enlightened member of the Imperial family during the early Meiji era, who assisted Emperor Meiji often, proac-
tively promoting the Imperial household’s international relations, inspecting various countries of Europe and the USA, and was highly trusted by the
Emperor. On the other hand, he preserved nationality such as succeeding the Arisugawa style of calligraphy, unprejudiced to either Western or
Japanese cultures. The Tableware with designs of flowers and grasses of the four seasons was created for this Prince Arisugawa, who was an impor-
tant member of the Imperial family during the Meiji era.

The Tableware with designs of flowers and grasses of the four seasons is a porcelain set of Japanese tableware. The set has 12 types of tableware
totaling to approximately 600 items, which can be grouped into large bowls, various bowls (soup bowls, rice bowls, boiled dish bowls, sencha tea
bowls), sake wine bottles, plates [baked food plates, namasu (a dish of raw fish and vegetables seasoned in vinegar) plates, sweetmeat plates, pickle
plates, sencha tea bowl saucers], etc. Because some of the bowls have lost its lid or body, not all of the pieces submitted to the Prince family exist.
The largest feature of this set is the realistic painted designs of flowers and grasses of the four seasons. A ceramic painter who emphasized drawing
sketches from life influenced by the Maruyama school seems to have been related, and the flowers and plants that naturally grew in our country at
the time are depicted with intricate brushwork. When one considers that the tableware sets of early modern Imari ware sometsuke (blue and white
ceramics) or kinrande (gold painted ceramics) were decorated unified with the same designs (sets of 10 or 20 pieces), this set by Kanzan with each
piece decorated with a different painted design is clearly quite luxurious. These designs were painted with western colored pigments considered to
be brought by the German chemist Gottfried Wagener (1831-1892), who came to Japan as an employed foreign teacher. The combination of painted
designs applied with bright colored iroe (polychrome glaze) and gold, and the white porcelain that was Kanzan’s speciality, differed from the
Japanese ceramics up to the early modern era, giving a western impression. This set is Japanese tableware made for members of the Japanese
Imperial family, but can be considered equal to European ceramic dinner sets made for the royalty and nobility of Europe.

The ceramic artist Kanzan Denshichi (1821-1890) was born in Seto, where ceramic production prospered since the middle ages. He was invited to
work at the Koto ware kiln which had become the Hikone Domain kiln in 1857, and worked under the domain lord Ti Naosuke. The Koto ware kiln
is known among the domain kilns that developed in various areas during the late Edo period, for its high quality porcelain with akae (red painting)
and kinsai (gold glaze) designs, mainly for its sencha green tea wares. Because the Koto ware kiln closed down in 1862, Kanzan moved to Kyoto,
and became the first ceramist in Kyoto to specialize in porcelain. When the Seimi-kyoku (office in charge of chemistry) in the Kyoto Prefecture
Kangyo-jo (Commercial and Industrial Promotion Center) was established in 1870, he was entrusted by Wagener to tryout to use 13 types of western
color pigments, such as cobalt, and Kanzan was recognized as the ceramist with the most advanced technology in Kyoto. Kanzan’s polychrome
porcelain gained public favor, because of the refined designs painted by superior ceramic painters, along with the ceramic production techniques, and
his business prospered with many purchases from the nobility in Kyoto and also the Imperial family and foreign countries. Approximately 100 crafts-
men worked at Kanzan’s workshop established at the foot of Kiyomizu-zaka hill, and it was a representative workshop of the early Meiji period
because of its large scale. However, Kanzan himself had an artistic temperament, and his workshop management was unsuccessful. He attempted
reconstruction by organizing the Kanzan Toki Gaisha (Kanzan Ceramic Company), but the workshop dissolved in 1889, and Kanzan passed away
the year after.

Many ceramists creating works mainly for export appear in the ceramic world of the early Meiji period, because of the popularity of Japonisme in
foreign countries. An indiscriminate mixture of works were created, because some ceramists created superior works, while others produced a mass
number of inferior works, but these exported ceramics have recently attracted attention through the works that have returned to Japan. Kanzan
Denshichi was one of the ceramists then, but because his period of activity began in the end of the Edo period, and ended when he died in 1890,
before the new techniques such as yukasai (underglaze color designs) and popularity of decorative styles, his name was not marked in history, and
he has not been properly recognized as a modern ceramist. This exhibition will be the first to show the proper features of Kanzan’s work, through

the presentation of the Tableware with designs of flowers and grasses of the four seasons, polychrome glaze.



Beautiful Modern Kyoyaki (Kyoto-style ware)

— Fine works by Kanzan Denshichi passed down
within the Prince Arisugawa Family

March 21 (Fri.) — June 22 (Sun.), 2014

Foreword

Kyoyaki (Kyoto-style ware) has been known as a symbol of the elegant early modern culture of the
former capital, from their magnificent polychrome glazed wares. Even after the capital was transferred
to Tokyo after the Meiji Restoration, many master craftsmen appeared, making Kyoyaki quite signifi-
cant among modern ceramic history. Kanzan Denshichi is one of the most prominent craftsmen among
the Kyoto ceramic industry in the early Meiji era.

Kanzan Denshichi(1821-1890) was born in a potter family in Seto, who moved to Kyoto in the end
of the Edo period, after working at a Koto ware kiln, which was the Hikone Domain kiln. After the
Meiji Restoration, he was the first in Kyoto to specialize in porcelain, and ushered a new phase into
traditional Kyoyaki, by constructing a large scaled workshop and actively adopting western colored
glaze. In a short time, Kanzan’s polychrome porcelain became popular, being purchased by the Impe-
rial Household Ministry, and also received high appraisal at international expositions.

A set of Japanese tableware by Kanzan is included among the art works that were donated to our
museum from the late Prince Takamatsu Family in 2005. The set has 12 types of vessels totaling to
approximately 600 items, including bowls, sake wine bottles, soup bowls, sencha green tea bowls,
baked food plates, cake plates, etc. Each piece has realistic and brightly colored designs of flowers and
grasses of the four seasons. Estimating from the period Kanzan was active, these were probably
produced all together ordered by the Prince Arisugawa Family in the early Meiji era. The elaboration
of each piece, and the delicate painting of the designs show the highest quality of Kyoyaki techniques
of the time, and can be considered as tableware combining beauty and utility.

Recently, Japanese craft works of the Meiji era are spotlighted again due to their excellent technical
skills. We hope this will be an opportunity to become aware of the charm of modern Kyoyaki, through

these many beautiful pieces newly added to the superb Meiji works, introduced in this exhibition.
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