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Foreword

Our museum opened on November 3rd, 1993, and will reach our 20th anniversary this autumn. Among the items that were
possessed by the Imperial family known as Gyobutsu until the reign of Emperor Showa, approximately 6,000 art and craft works
were donated to the nation from His Majesty the Emperor and Dowager Empress Kojun in 1989, and our museum was established
to specialize in their preservation, research, conservation, and exhibition to the public. Though it is a small establishment, we
have exhibited the collection based on research through various themes, and have introduced the works from various viewpoints
on the relationships of the Imperial family and culture. We have held 63 exhibitions, and 12 special exhibitions.

Furthermore, we also act to pass down the superior works of the Japanese culture entrusted from the Imperial family, to the
future generations. We have proceeded in daily maintenance in conservation and management, and also conducted projects of
restoration by technical specialists. Restoration projects of precious works are carried out after prior investigation and examining
restoration principles, recording the investigation results accompanying restoration, and applying these to the exhibition of
the works after restoration, and conservation. Within these restoration projects, important facts about details on the dates and
methods have been clarified, which has contributed greatly to our country’s art history studies.

In this 20th Anniversary Exhibition, we will introduce the importance of conservation that supports public exhibiting, through
the various masterpieces that showed us interesting results through restoration projects. We have systematically introduced the
works passed down within the Imperial family, based on research, and also endeavored in conservation of the works mainly
through restoration projects. These efforts have been continued to the present, which have become our museum’s main tracks.
We hope these tracks help to widely introduce the relations of the Imperial family and culture, and the succession of the tradition

of Japanese culture.

Qctober, 2013
The Museum of the Imperial Collections,

Sannomaru Shozokan
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(&M 3) A#41.8x1021.7
HEEWER, ZEBE24E (1309) tH

1o B i e

R EK—MOMERTFLED, —MD I TOBERICK
#MU. KT RLEX ML THIEZM T, 2N
HE AR ATV, oz BT @AY L
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HARIFSHEGEC X AR5 sk L TH D YR s
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D, DHEEROGEE L 5> TS Ty, A%, &
HAAICHBE S T W ey, TL PRI iy, 20k
FERIBURE D & LICTEE, 7 L CHITAS4E (1875) LRI 14ED2
ST, ERIRL D EE Nz,

W3 OWIB HAREINYL, 20T R KRR & i

Kasuga Gongen Genki E (Legends of Kasuga Shrine), scroll 3
By Takashina Takakane

handscroll (of 20 handscrolls)
color on silk

41.8x1021.7

Kamakura period, dated ¢.1309

The reason this scroll was created is clear by the catalogue attached,
starting that it was planned by Saionji Kinhira, member of the Fujiwara
clan, to express gratitude towards the prosperity of the Fujiwara family
and prayers for future prosperity, and that the words were written
by the former Kanpaku(chief adviser to the Emperor) Takatsukasa
Mototada and his son, and the painting was by Takashina Takakane,
chief painter of the Court. The exquisite depiction done by orthodox
Yamatoe technique is outstanding, and it is one of the foremost
works among our cultural heritage for its value as material showing
the customs of the time and as a completely existing pictorial scroll
made of fragile silk. It was originally a treasure passed down in tha
Kasuga Taisha Shrine, but was stolen in the end of the Edo period, and
eventually collected by Takatsukasa Masahiro, and presented to the
Court from the Takatsukasa family.
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Scenes from Tale of Genji
Attributed to Kano Eitoku

Pair of six-fold screens

color and gold on paper

167.5%353.8 each

Azuchi-Momoyama period, 16th century

These screens were originally fusuma (sliding doors) paintings of the
Prince Hachijo family when it was first established. In the six-fold
screens, scenes from Wakamurasaki are depicted on the left screen
and scenes from Tokonatsu and others are depicted on the right screen.
These motifs on the 3rd and 4th sheet are scenes that were originally

<BE> ANh—RE L [ U7cHdao HERYRRKBm ) i —&

distant connected successively here. The scene at the bottom part with
women only cannot be identified. They are considered to be by painters
of Kano Eitoku’s school, and can be assumed to have been used in a
splendid “Genji Room™.
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(Z) AEARL174.5%188.6, AEAK177.5%189.8
AL (16114
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JrIEL Pl — D 5 B OEEXD—ER £ L DT, PUFEIE
KR & LTS %, [HEEERIZRK M.

MESEBERL 0 5 B0kt

MR R O 5 B D41

Flowers and plants of the four seasons  Attributed to Kano Eitoku

Four —fold screen / Pair of two- fold screens

color and gold on paper

<Four-fold screen> 168.5x379.2

<Pair of two-fold screen> right 174.5x188.6 left 177.5%189.8
Azuchi-Momoyama period, 16th century

<BE> HEBKHE D 5 BoLilk

These screens were originally the fusuma (sliding doors) painting of
the Prince Hachijo family when it was first established. Because Prince
Toshihito, founder of the Hachijo family was adopted by Toyotomi
Hideyoshi, the Hachijo family is associated with Kano Eitoku, and
these works are considered to be by painters who inherited Eitoku’s
will. When the four—fold screen is placed between the pair of two-
fold screens, it becomes a design of flowers and grasses of the four
seasons with chrysanthemums in the center. Eitoku’s style is succeded
within the majestic depiction of lovely flowers. In this exhibition, we
will introduce the pair of two-fold screens, Autumn grasses, and the
Flowers and grasses among the pair of four-fold screens, Flowers and
birds, together as one piece under the title, Flowers and plants of the
JSour seasons. It was formerly owned by the Prince Katsura Family.

CEES BRI A 5003 | -85
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Beach and Pines By Kaiho Yusho

Pair of six-fold screens
color and gold on paper
161.5%354.0 each

Edo period, dated 1605

Originally from the Prince Katsura family. In restoration, writing under the surface
paper stating that this screen was mounted in 1605 was discovered, and an ink writing
on the outer frame stating that this screen was painted by Kaiho Yusho, fixed the
painter and date. Within friendship with Prince Toshihito, who was proficient in waka
poetry and other classics, Yusho created this Yamatoe screen painting with lucid
colors and stylish composition, differing from his former ink paintings.

<BE> WU TR BRT~ 104U
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Map of the World and 28 Famous Cities

Pair of eight-fold screens
color on paper
178.6x486.3 each

Edo period, 17th century

On the right screen are 8 kings and lords including the king of Persia at
the upper side, and under them are scenes of 28 cities such as Portugal
and Rome, etc. On the center of the left screen is a world map, with
42 people of various countries on both sides. It is an early western
style painting based on the western maps brought by trade with Spain
and Portugal, and Society of Jesus missionaries, and the depiction
is superior compared to other similar pieces. In restoration, 4 draft
sketches differing from the present state were confirmed from the right
screen, which is considered to be 4 Roman Emperors.
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Scattered Painted Fans By Tawaraya Sotatsu

Pair of eight-fold screens

color on paper

<right screen> 112.0x378.9 <left screen> 112.0x377.7
Edo period, 17th century

Various scenes on 48 fan shaped papers painted by
Tawaraya Sotatsu(?-1640) and his studio painters,
pasted freely throughout the screen, finished with
gold foil to form a total design. The scenes are mainly
from the Tale of Heiji, the Tale of Hogen, and also the
Tale of Ise, and scenes of flowers and grasses. Sotatsu
was closely related to Emperor Gomizu-no-o and
the Court, and this screen is assumed to have been
stylishly made with fan shaped paper painted for fans
to be gifts, added with those painted later to match
the former. It is considered to have been used within
the Imperial Palace.
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Colorful Realm of Living Beings (Doshoku Sai-e) :
Chickens, Maple Tree and Small Birds By Ito Jakuchu

2 hanging scrolls (of 30 hanging scrolls)

color on silk

Chickens 142.6x79.7, Maple Tree and Small Birds 142.3x79.7
Edo period, 18th century

Colorful Realm of Living Beings : (Doshoku Sai-e) is a masterpiece
of thirty hanging scrolls, painted to sublime the Shakamuni triad by
Jakuchu passed down in Shokoku-ji Temple, Kyoto, and famous as
Jakuchu’s representative works. Every depiction in these works such
as plants, birds, insects, fishes and shells, fascinate those who admire
them. In 1890, it was presented to the Court from Shokoku-ji Temple.
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Soranjo (Transcription of Wang Yizhi’s letters)
By Wang Yizhi (Copy)

Hanging scroll

ink on bamboo blind patterned paper
26.2x58.9

Tang Dynasty, China, 7th century

A traced copy of the collection of letters by master
calligrapher Wang Yizhi (4th century), called Soranjo
because of the first two characters, soran, written on
lined paper. In 1880, it was presented to the Court from
Myoho-in Temple.
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Three poems of celebrations from the anthology
Kokin Wakashu
Attributed to Fujiwara no Kinto

Hanging scroll

ink on decorated paper
26.0x43.5

Heian period, 12th century

These Ist, Sth and 6th poems of the Ga-no-bu (chapter of
celebrations) in Kokin Wakashu, are written on karakami made
in Japan decorated with arabesque rhombus patterns printed
with mica on a ground of white pigment. It was originally in
scroll form, which was cut to be more easily appreciated.
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Letter By Saigyo

Hanging scroll

ink on paper

30.3x48.3

Heian period, 12th century

A letter written in kana by Saigyo (1118-90) in his latter years.
The term “en’i” shows that it was written after Saigyo became a
priest. It is a letter to remind Fujiwara no Toshinari and Sadaie
for their evaluation words considering Saigyo’s two poems. In

1878, it was presented to the Court from the Konoe family.
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Draft of a letter By Fujiwara no Sadaie

Hanging scroll

ink on paper

30.9x45.9

Kamakura period, 13th century

A letter written right after Fujiwara no Sadaie was
promoted as a noble in government (1214, around age 53),
expressing his deep emotions considering his aged friend
and colleague with his waka poem written at the end.
There are corrections added, showing that it is still under
the process of revising (maybe dated 1212). In 1878, it was
presented to the Court from the Konoe family.
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Lacquered hide leather box, Horyuji Treasures

color on lacquered hide leather
34.9%12.6x6.6
Nara period, 8th century

A box with the corners planed off on both the covering lid and
the box. It is made of thin leather, with cloth pasted to the outer
surface covered with lacquer. Floral patterns are applied on to the
green ground on the outer sides of the lid and box, and red ground
on the inner side of the lid. It contained hand knives.
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Set of a stationery stand and ink-stone box with narrow ivy
road design in makie, transmitted in the Imperial Court

makie on lacquered wood
stationery stand : 34.9x59.7x9.5 ink-stone box : 28.8x26.7x7.0
Azuchi-Momoyama period, 16th century

The theme of these pieces are the scene when a hero travels east
from Kyoto in the 7ale of Ise. The ivy vines express Utsunoyama,
and the oi (backpack) expresses the mountain ascetic who a hero
entrusted a letter to a woman he left in Kyoto, also expressed
within this design. It is gorgeously depicted with gold and silver
plates together with raka-makie, decorated with silver metal
fittings in the form of exquisitely carved ivy, showing the spirit of
the Momoyama era.
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£26.0 #519.5
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Satsuma ware, openworked incense burner
By Chin Jukan XIII

ceramic
D.26.0 H.19.5
1917

A gift celebrating the Ceremony of Enthronement of Emperor
Taisho in 1915. White ceramic called Shiro-satsuma is
decorated with brilliant patterns in gold and colored overglazes,
along with double layered openwork, using the high quality
carving techniques succeeded from the last Chin Jukan 12th.
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Massive rock (back side: Landscape)

By Nakamura Tsune

oil on canvas
Massive rock:59.8x78.8 Landscape:59.2x77.1
1909

The representative piece of Nakamura Tsune(1887-1924)'s early
work, that received a prize at the 3rd Bunten(art exhibition sponsored
by the Ministry of Education) in 1909. It is a scene of the shore at
Shirahama, Chiba Prefecture, that the painter visited on a sketching
trip in the summer of this year. The mass of the rock lumps and the
solid texture is skillfully depicted, and the strong brushwork shows
the beginning of the individuality and vigor of this young painter at
22 years of age. Since Nakamura won a prize with this piece, he
became a famous painter actively exhibiting at Bunten. It was a gift
from the Mito Tokugawa family in 1929.
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