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gilt cast brass
each 32.3x31.0x77.0
Supply Division

7
Screen with auspicious phoenix
design

1896

gold and silver on silk
35.0x136.0x103.0

Sannomaru Shozokan

8

Pair of candle stands with marble
base

1888

gilt brass, marble

cach 30.0x37.5x88.5

Supply Division

9

Bugaku dancer, "Raryo-o0"
Unno Shomin

1890

copper, gold, silver, etc., metal
carving

dancer 28.0x32.0x33.5,

stand 55.0x61.0x10.5
Sannomaru Shozokan

10

Pair of silver flower vessels with
phoenix design

Kagawa Katsuhiro

1905

silver metal carving

each d. 53.5 h.61.5

Sannomaru Shozokan

I

Screen with bush clover design
1895

gold and silver on silk
33.8%x134.5x103.0

Sannomaru Shozokan

12

Pair of vases with incised design of
myriad cranes

Kano Natsuo

1890

silver metal carving

each vase d.16.5 h.36.5
Sannomaru Shozokan

13

Pair of chrysanthemum candle
stands

Suzuki Chokichi

1894

gilt cast brass

each 28.0x28.0x42.5

Supply Division

14

Screen with sparrows and autumn
plants in embroidery, with bamboo
lacquered frame

1893

Takenuri (bamboo style lacquer),
makie

24.5%114.9x116.0

Sannomaru Shozokan

15

Pair of red sandalwood cabinets
Hotta Zuisho

1891

carved red sandalwood

each cabinet 35.7x104.0x145.5
Sannomaru Shozokan

16

Vase with flower and arabesque
designs in inlay

Kanazawa Doki Gaisha

1891

copper, inlay, metal carving
d.60.5 h.28.5

Sannomaru Shozokan

17

Wisdom, virtue and valour
Yamamoto Shunkyo

1925

pair of hanging scrolls
color on silk

area of the painting,
each170.8x113.8

total size, each 282.9x139.7
Sannomaru Shozokan

18
Incense burner with chrysanthemum

decorations, in gold and polychrome
overglaze

Chin Jukan

1893

ceramic

d.17.5h.38.9

Sannomaru Shozokan

19

Vase with design of flowers of
the four seasons, in gold and
polychrome overglaze

Seiji Gaisha

1890

ceramic

d.40.0 h.76.3

Supply Division



List of Exhibits

1

Detailed illustrations of the buildings
and other parts in the construction of
the Palace, attatched to "Kokyo Go
Zoeishi" (Journal on Construction of
the Palace), among 34 albums

1892

Archives and Mausolea Department

1-®

2-33 Volume on parqueted flooring
one album

color on paper

cover 55.8x37.9

2

Detailed illustrations of the interior
decorations in the construction of
the Palace, attatched to "Kokyo Go
Zoeishi" (Journal on Construction of
the Palace), among 32 albums

1892

Archives and Mausolea Department

2-®

3-1 Volume on coffered ceiling
designs in the Front Palace
one album

color on paper

cover 38.6x53.8

2-@

3-2,3 Volume on ceiling textile
designs in Chigusa-no-ma (Various
Flowers Room)

two albums

color on paper

each cover 54.0x39.2

2-®

3-4 Volume on ceiling designs in
Kesho-no-ma (Dressing Room)
one album

color on paper

cover 53.8x39.0

2-@

3-5 Volume on ceiling designs in
Budo-no-ma (Grapes Room)
one album

color on paper

cover 53.8x38.8

2-®

3-13 Volume on scattered gold and
silver dust décor in the Front and
Inner Palace (private sections)

one album

color on paper

cover 53.7x39.0

2-®

3-21 Volume on ornaments in

Chigusa-no-ma, Botan-no-ma
(Women's Room), Take-no-ma
(Small Dining Room)

one album

color on paper

cover 54.0x39.1

2-@

3-22 Volume on metal ornaments on
wooden beams and door handles in
the Front Palace

one album

color on paper

cover 38.6x53.8

2-®

3-24 Volume on wooden partition
fittings and metal fittings in the
Front and Inner Palace

one album

color on paper

cover 54.0x39.0

2-@

3-25 Volume on painted designs on
wooden partition fittings in the Front
Palace

one album

color on paper

cover 54.2x39.0

2-©

3-26 Volume on various ranma
(openwork screen above the sliding
partitions) in the Front Palace

one album

color on paper

cover 39.0x54.2

2-@
3-29 Volume on drop curtains and
curtain for Room of Sacred Sword

and Jewels

one album
color on paper
cover 53.8x39.0

2-@

3-30,31 Volume on embroidered
designs on wainscots in Chigusa-no-
ma

two albums

color on paper

each cover 54.0x39.0

2-®

3-32 Volume on drop curtains and
other pieces of cloth

part of one album

textiles

3

Pair of flower vessels with floral
design

Namikawa Sosuke

1889

shippo cloisonne

each d.79.8 h.45.7

Sannomaru Shozokan

4

Pair of vases with flower and bird
design on blue ground

Shippo Gaisha

1889

shippo cloisonne

each d.45.0 h.79.0

Sannomaru Shozokan

5

Pair of vases with squirrel and
grape design in somenishiki (blue
underglaze and polychrome
overglaze)

Seiji Gaisha

early Meiji period, 19th century
ceramic

each d.52.0 h. 97.8

Sannomaru Shozokan

(¢

Pair of candle stands with carved
flowers and plants

1888



Summary

The present Imperial Palace was constructed in 1968, and has been used since the next year. Before this, the 3rd floor of
the present Imperial Household Agency building was used as a temporary palace. This is because the grand palace used since
the Meiji Era, was completely destroyed being engulfed by the flames that extended from sparks of the air raid in May, 1945.
The palace lost in this fire was completed in 1888, and is referred to as the Meiji Palace to distinguish it from the present
palace. The exterior of the buildings was in Japanese style following the Kyoto Imperial Palace used from the early modern
times, and the interiors were in western style basically with western chairs, decorated with interior designs. The Meiji Palace
was constructed as a central structure where official national events were to be carried out, with the Emperor once again in the
center of Japan, acting as a member of the world, and to create a new nation emphasizing diplomatic relations with various
foreign countries.

The construction began after a debate that lasted almost ten years, and the Kokyo Gozoei Jimukyoku (Office of
Construction of the Palace) was established in 1882. Artisans were gathered from various areas throughout the country, to
construct the entire Imperial Palace, along with commodities and almost 10,000 people with labor contributes. In addition
to the enormous national budget, donations were made from more than 130,000 common people. The construction of the
Imperial Palace was certainly a national project carried out by the government and the people united.

Within this vast project, the interior decoration of the Meiji Palace was completed by a large number of artisans, with
new Western designs and techniques added to traditional Japanese designs and techniques. The people who participated
in the artistic decorations were the major artists of each field, such as the wooden sculptors creating the wooden partition
fittings such as doors and ranma screens, the painters that participated in the ceiling and wall decorations, the lacquerers that
created the makie and lacquering of the coffered ceiling and wood partition fittings, the weavers that participated in the wall
decorations, drop curtains, and chair fabrics, and the metal and cloisonne artisans who created the metal ornaments of wooden
beams. Furthermore, the furnishings such as vases and ornaments to adorn the rooms were also made by the representative
artists and techniques of Japan at the time. The leading artists of the Meiji art world who were remarkably active at
international exhibitions or as Imperial Court Artists, contributed their skills in the interior decorations of the Meiji Palace,
such as the wood sculptor Takamura Koun, ivory sculptor Ishikawa Mitsuaki, lacquer artists Kawanobe Iccho and Shirayama
Shosai, metal artists Suzuki Chokichi, Kagawa Katsuhiro, and Tsukada Shukyo, and textile artists Kawashima Jimbei and lida
Shinshichi.

In this exhibition, we will introduce the Front Palace among the constructions of the vast palace, where the official
ceremonies and events, and government affairs were carried out. Within the Front Palace, the Seiden (State Room) located in
the center of the palace, was where the important ceremonies were held, the Homeiden (State Banquet Hall) was where the
banquets were held, the Chigusa-no-ma(Various Flowers Room) was where the guests confabulated after the banquets, the
East and West Tamari (Grand Waiting Room) were drawing rooms, the Ho-0-no-ma (Phoenix Room) was where the Emperor
granted audience to visitors or held traditional ceremonies, the Kiri-no-ma(Paulownia Room) was where the Empress carried
out official affairs, and the Omote Gozasho (Imperial Study) was where the Emperor carried out daily public duties. Each
room had distinctive characteristics in colors and designs, and the entire palace interior featured bright colors, and large
patterned designs. The designs referred to ancient Japanese patterns such as patterns of the Shosoin Treasures and the Heike
Nokyo Sutra, arranging them in a modern style adding western flowers and trees. While emphasizing the tradition of Japanese
culture, the designs aimed towards a fresh new taste.

Various valuable articles that decorated the Meiji Palace were confirmed within research among the collection of The
Museum of the Imperial Collections, Sannomaru Shozokan. Also, valuable documents on the construction of the Palace such
as Kokyo Gozoeishi (Journal on Construction of the Palace) and attached illustrations, are kept in the Archives and Mausolea
Department. Therefore, in this exhibition and its catalogue, we attempt to reproduce the interior of the Front Palace of the
Meiji Palace, and to introduce the role that the Meiji Palace played in succeeding the long history of Japanese culture, and the

fact that it was a new starting point of the modern era.

iii



Foreword

The Meiji Palace constructed in 1888, was a palace with Japanese style exteriors and Western style
interiors basically with western chairs, and interior decorations. This was because it was constructed in
conscious of the west, as a central structure where official national events were to be carried out, when
Japan beginning its modernization in the new Meiji era, was to act as a member of the world through
diplomatic relations.

Within the vast construction project carried out by the government and the people united, the interior
designs of the Meiji Palace were created making the best of traditional Japanese designs and superior
techniques, adding new western designs and techniques. Furthermore, the furnishings to adorn the
interiors such as vases, etc., were created by artists and techniques representative of the era. The Meiji
Palace was also a symbol of the modernization of the nation, and played an important and influential role
showing a guideline within Japanese art history, to the artists and artisans who were searching for their
due courses, when tradition and renovation of techniques and designs were in a chaotic situation.

During the 57 years after its construction until it was destroyed in May 1945, the Meiji Palace
witnessed the great transition of Japan, and supported the Imperial family’s activity. Over 60 years have
past since it was lost, and those that actually know the Meiji Palace have become few. In the present day,
when its existence is gradually becoming forgotten, we would like to turn a spotlight on the Meiji Palace,
through documents and materials of the time, and art works still existing. Within our limited gallery
space, we attempt to reproduce the interior of the Front Palace of the Meiji Palace, and hope our visitors

can understand that the Meiji Palace was a new starting point of the modern era.

September, 2011

The Museum of the Imperial Collections,

Sannomaru Shozokan



The Legendary Interior Design

— A Representation of the Meiji Palace

September 23 (Fri.) - December 25 (Sun.), 2011

The Museum of the Imperial Collections,

Sannomaru Shozokan





