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12
“School of fish” in yuzen dyeing on
velvet, framed picture

c.1897
84.0 X 195.0

13

“Large drum” in miyako-nishiki brocade,
wall hanging

Sasaki Seishichi

1899

301.5 X 197.0

14

“Flock of water birds” in embroidery,
framed picture

Nishimura Sozaemon

1899
184.5 x 230.0

15

“Peacocks” in embroidery, wall hanging
Iida Shinshichi

c.1900

256.0 X 336.0

16

“Flowers and birds of the four seasons”
in embroidery, floding screen

Tida Shinshichi

1902
181.3 X 2984

17

“Storm” in yuzen dyeing on velvet,
hanging scroll

Nishimura Sozaemon

1903
area of the picture 200.0 X 146.5

18

“Paulownia, peonies and peacocks” in
tsuzure-nishiki brocade, among
“Hundred flowers and hundred birds”
wall hangings

Kawashima Jimbei

1905

319.0 X 593.0

“Maple tree, cotton roses and chickens”
in tsuzure-nishiki brocade, among
“Hundred flowers and hundred birds”
wall hangings

Kawashima Jimbei

1905

306.0 X 596.0

19
“Spring landscape” in yuzen dyeing on
velvet, standing screens

1903
H97.0 W99.2 D26.0 each

20
“Landscape” in yuzen dyeing on velvet,
standing screen

1903
H96.7 W99.5 D26.4

21
“Hunting scene” in yuzen dyeing on
velvet, hanging scroll

late 1890’s to early 1900’s
area of the picture 261.0 X 128.5

22

“Flowers and grasses” in tsuzure-nishiki
brocade, wall hanging

Kawashima Jimbei

late 1900’s to early 1910’s
area of the picture 172.5 X 97.3

23

“Chrysanthemums and pigeons” in
embroidery, framed picture

lida Shinshichi

1911

226.0 X 307.8

24

“Mount Kurokami and Lake Chuzenji” in

yuzen dyeing on velvet, framed picture
lida Shinshichi

1911

181.0 X 120.5

25

“Reeds and wild ducks” in yuzen dyeing
on velvet, standing screen

lida Shinshichi

1911

H92.5 W78.7 D12.5

26
“Mount Fuji” in yuzen dyeing on velvet,
wall hanging

late 1900’s to early 1910°s
276.5 X 236.0



List of Exhibits

1

“Nandin and sparrows” in yuzen dyeing
and embroidery on shioze silk, hanging
scroll

late 1870’s to early 1880’s
209.5 X 78.0

2

“Hall crabapple and peacocks” in yuzen
dyeing and embroidery on shioze silk,
hanging scroll

Nishimura Sozaemon

1881

246.0 X 172.7

3

“Rose and peacocks” in yuzen dyeing
and embroidery on shioze silk, hanging
scroll

Nishimura Sozaemon
c.1882
276.0 X 123.5

4

“Togetsukyo bridge at Arashiyama” in
yuzen dyeing and embroidery on shioze
silk, hanging scroll

c.1887

area of the picture 119.0 X 121.0

5

“Textile fragments for drop curtains and
other cloths” attatched to “Kokyo
Zoeishi” (Journal on Construction of the
Palace)

c.1888

5-1

“Chinese style flower design” fragment of
drop curtain textile used in Higashi-no-ma
(East Room)/Nishi-no-ma (West Room)
61.3 X683

5-2

“Grapes and arabesque design” fragment of
wall textile used in Take-no-ma (Bamboo
Room)

75.2 % 70.0

53

“Chinese style flower design” fragment of
drop curtain textile used in Take-no-ma
(Bamboo Room)

91.2 X 121.6

5-4

“Trumpet creeper design” fragment of lace
used in Take-no-ma (Bamboo Room) and
Botan-no-ma (Peony Room)

75.6 X 97.0

5-5

“Rose design” fragment of small wall
textile used in Botan-no-ma (Peony Room)
35.5x32.2

5-6

“Rose design” fragment of wall textile
used in Botan-no-ma (Peony Room)
553 X702

5-7

“Autumn grasses design” fragment of drop
curtain textile used in Botan-no-ma (Peony
Room)

83.5x71.0

5-8

“Dragon and Chinese flower design”
fragment of ornamental textile used in
Higashi-tamari-no-ma (East Waiting
Room)

45.0 X 50.0

5-9

“Phoenix and arabesque design” fragment
of drop curtain textile used in Higashi-
tamari-no-ma (East Waiting Room)

1425 X 71.3

5-10

“Cherry blossom and shokko design™
fragment of wall textile used in Higashi-
tamari-no-ma (East Waiting Room)
101.0 X 66.6

5-11

“Various shells design” fragment of drop
curtain textile used in Nishi-tamari-no-ma
(West Waiting Room)

149.0 X 121.8

5-12

“Shippo and shokko design” fragment of
wall textile used in Nishi-tamari-no-ma
(West Waiting Room)

84.2 X 66.0

6
“Spring and Autumn at Arashiyama” in
embroidery, folding screen

Nishimura Sozaemon
1890
185.0 X 364.0

7

“Dragon” in yuzen dyeing on velvet,
hanging scroll

1890

274.0 X 210.5

8

“Old pine, eagle and tiger” in yuzen
dyeing on velvet, hanging scroll
1894

area of the picture 165.5 X 68.3

9

“Shugakuin Rikyu Palace” in yuzen
dyeing on velvet, hanging scroll
Nishimura Sozaemon

1894

311.0X115.0

10

“Byodoin-Ho-0-do” in tsuzure-nishiki
brocade, wall hanging

Nishimura Jihei

1895

268.5 % 362.0

11

“Pomegranite and small birds”, “Loquat
and pigeons” in yuzen dyeing on velvet,
framed pictures

c.1897

154.0 X 98.3 each



The Splendor of Artistic Textiles

— Interior Decoration by Weaving, Dyeing and Embroidery of the Meiji Era

Textiles developed through techniques devised both in the east and west, deeply related to the garments and dwellings of people’s lives,
and also further developed due to mutual influence through trade, and many items were produced with high level techniques. Even in Japan,
the island country in the far east, textiles were imported from China and Korea at first, and then from Europe during the Age of Exploration
around the 16th century, and a wide variety of textiles were produced learning from these, and progressing them. Especially during the 300
years of peace in the Edo period, the Shogunate, feudal lords, and wealthy merchants had custom made extravagant garments and furniture
created, which caused the textile market to grow, and high level techniques to become more exquisite.

However, in the 19th century, the Shogunate’s financial difficulties caused the Tempo Reforms (a series of government measures in 184 1-
1843), and extravagant products were banned. The ban of silk cloth usage and the ban of richly decorated products using high level
techniques, caused great damage to the textile industry, and caused it to decline rapidly. Furthermore, in the new Meiji era, the dull situation
of the textile industry did not recover, being unable to correspond to the western machinery imported for industrialization, and because fine
quality silk being a main product of export, caused shortage of domestic stock.

However, in Kyoto, to recover the traditional textile industry, measures were taken such as establishing textile unions to make companies
cooperate, or dispatching workers to study techniques in Europe. Gradually textiles were contrived to meet the needs of the new era, and
some people began to get high reputation at foreign and domestic expositions. In this exhibition, we will introduce the main figures among
them, Nishimura Sozaemon XII (1855-1935), Kawashima Jimbei II (1853-1910), and Tida Shinshichi IV (1857-1944), and their pictorial
interior decorations such as hanging scrolls, framed pictures and wall hangings expressed with weaving, dyeing and embroidery techniques
that they were strong in.

The westernization since the Meiji era caused many western style buildings to be constructed, and therefore their interior decorations were
westernized, greatly affecting the textiles of the Meiji era to flourish. Beautiful cloth covered the walls on which a framed textile picture was
hung, and splendid curtains adorned the windows. This kind of European interior decoration was adopted in the western style interiors of
Meiji Palace completed in 1888, and in the Crown Prince’s Palace (present State Guest House, Akasaka Palace) that was almost completed
around 1906 when westernization progressed, and also in the Kasumigaseki Palace used from the late 1900’s to receive foreign guests.

One of the early textile artists who produced these kinds of works was Nishimura Sozaemon XII. He was the master of Chiso, a dyeing
company continuing since the Muromachi era, who created works to decorate walls using the yuzen technique that flourished in the 18th
century. Using western chemical dyes, he contrived the method of mixing chemical dyes with paste to be applied to fabrics enabling pictorial
expression never seen before. Furthermore, he founded velvet yuzen using this technique on velvet, and added a three dimensional expression
to the pictorial designs. He commissioned many painters leading to activate the artistic textiles in Nishijin.

Kawashima Jimbei II studied Gobelin weaving in France, when visiting Europe, and aimed toward the revival of the tsuzure-nishiki
brocade of the Edo period. Utilizing delicate Japanese workmanship, he dyed silk thread into several colors, and created exquisite color
expression using these, and aimed towards expression surpassing the original design drawn by painters that he commissioned. He allowed no
compromise in his work, and produced large pieces one after another. His work not only decorated a large wall in the Meiji Palace, but was
also highly praised at expositions abroad, where he also launched business.

Iida Shinshichi IV received trust in his fine quality fabrics and obi sash textiles in his textile business developed from a draper merchant,
and created wall hangings using yuzen dyeing and embroidery. He was blessed with famous painters and superior craftsmen, and highly
praised at foreign and domestic expositions. He then faced towards the foreign market, and positively gained reputation with his products,
making Takashimaya famous.

The Meiji era was the period when these kinds of artistic textiles flourished brilliantly, with their works in the center. Since the Taisho era,
western style buildings gradually decreased, and usage of artistic textiles shifted to luxury liners and theaters, and wall decorations also
gradually decreased accordingly.

In this exhibition, we introduce these Meiji era artistic textiles that have never been exhibited before. The reason that these works are in
our collection, is because they decorated the interiors of Imperial buildings that lead the Meiji western style interiors.

We hope that we can widely introduce these works in this era now when the tradition of Japanese culture is becoming forgotten, as
superior works created by the Nishijin craftsmen in Kyoto centering around Nishimura, Kawashima and Iida, who aimed towards the
restoration of the declining textile industry. They were created with enthusiasm particular on motif expression, with techniques that were
supported by high level Japanese techniques that developed during the Edo era, though in forms created within the newly westernized market

in the Meiji era.



Foreword

The development of our country’s textile techniques richly adorned peoples’ lives.
Textiles used not only in garments, but also in various decorations, woven in various
methods and dyed in beautiful colors, with embroidery and other ornamental techniques,
have been used to create splendid works according to each period.

Textiles showed a distinctive development during the Meiji era. In the new modern
era, when western culture was introduced causing confusion, there were people who
ambitiously rose to develop the modern textile industry, mainly in Nishijin, Kyoto. After
learning techniques from France, and adopting machinery, they reformed these with our
country’s traditional techniques to create new textiles.

During this period, the textile works expressing pictorial scenes in hanging scrolls and
framed forms exhibited in foreign and domestic exhibitions and expositions, were highly
evaluated. Yuzen dyeing on velvet enabled by reformation of yuzen techniques, tsuzire-
nishiki brocade learning from French Gobelin tapestry, and decorative embroidered work
using traditional embroidery techniques, were among the most prominent, and
Nishimura Sozaemon, Kawashima Jimbei, and lida Shinshichi were the main figures
active in the textile division. At the same time, the wall textiles and drop curtains used
for interior decorations in the Meiji Palace, completed in 1888, activated the textile
industry furthermore, and the production of textiles as decorations, or artistic textiles
flourished.

In this exhibition, we will introduce the various artistic textiles that decorated the
Meiji Palace and other detached palaces. Because textiles often go through transition
over time, colors have faded and surface deterioration can be seen, but it is surprising
that so many works still exist. Through the high quality in textile techniques in these
beautiful works, and the enthusiasm of those who produced them, we hope our visitors

can see the wonderful revival of culture achieved by people’s hands.

March, 2011
The Museum of the Imperial Collections,

Sannomaru Shozokan
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