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Meiji period(19th c.)
cast bronze
30.5%53.0x37.5

19

Shishi and peonies on a rock
Kinryusai Gido

Meiji period(19th c.)

cast bronze

27.0%45.0x41.0

20

Vase with chinese lions design,
celadon with underglaze blue
Miyagawa Kozan Il

1928

ceramic

d.43.5.h43.5

21

Box with auspicious birds and animals
designs in makie

Rokkaku Shisui

1928

makie on lacquered wood
30.6x23.6x11.5

22

Box with chinese lions design in makie
Tsuda Tokumin, Maruni Craft,
Lacquerware Manufacture Shop

1948

makie on lacquered metal
13.6x26.7x7.2

23

Mat with shishi and arabesques design
Yamaga Seika

1928

embroidery on woven silk

d.18.9

24

Various brocades with white tiger

and divine bird roundels and hunters
design (reproduction) <from Album of
brocades and twill weave>

Tatsumura Heizo

two sheets

1928

woven silk
each page of album 36.3%30.5

25

Brocade with lions and hunters design
(reproduction)

Tatsumura Heizo

1940

woven silk

96.5x75.5

26

Chinese lions

Maeda Seison

pair of six fold screens

1935

color and gold leaf particles on paper
each area of the painting 203.1x432.8

Lion

27

Lions in embroidery

Takashimaya lida Trading Shop

four fold screen

1919

embroidery on woven silk, lacquered
wood

total size173.0x298.0

28

Pair of (chinese) lions in ceramic
sculpture

Numata Ichiga

1928

ceramic

lion with opened mouth :
56.5x43.5%x67.5

lion with closed mouth :
56.0x43.5%x68.5

29

Lion

Katori Masahiko
1972

cast bronze
6.7x17.4x12.8



List of Exhibits

Tiger

1

Tiger (from Dragon and tiger)
attributed to Soami

six fold screen

Late Muromachi period to Azuchi
Momoyama period (16-17th c.)
color and ink on paper

area of the painting 153.5%357.4

2

Various animals

Maruyama Okyo

six fold screen

Edo period(18th c.)

color on paper

area of the painting 168.5x364.8

3

Tiger (from Dragon and tiger)
Gantai

six fold screen

Edo period(19th c.)

color and gold leaf on paper
area of the painting 175.4x361.8

4

Scroll of foreigners' hunting scenes
Yoshida Genchin

Edo period(18th c.)

color on paper

h:35:3

5

Parent and child tigers (from Scroll of
various animals, birds and insects)
Yokoyama Kakei

Edo period(19th c.)

color on paper

h.34.8

6

Tiger wading a lake, and Tiger and
beloved child (from Picture album)
Sugitani Sessho

two paintings

1891

color on silk

each area of the painting 40.9x50.6

7

Tiger (from Picture album)
Okakura Shusui

1894

color on silk

area of the painting 35.3x26.9

8

Inro with tigers design in makie
Yamamoto Mitsutoshi

Edo period(19th c.)

makie on lacquered wood
8.2x5.7x2.9

9

Staft of a Buddhist monk turning into
a dragon

Yamazaki Choun

1910

carved wood

26.5%38.0x60.0

10

Ferocious tiger under the moon
Ohashi Suiseki

1906

color on silk

area of the painting 202.2x97.2

11

Tiger

Kurozumi Shodo

1916

color on silk

area of the painting 125.5x50.3

12

Tigers

Takeuchi Seiho

pair of six fold screens

1928

color on silk

each area of the painting 173.8%x392.8

13

Ferocious tiger on a rock
Kawai Gyokudo

Early Showa period(20th c.)
ink on paper

area of the painting 77.8x96.7

referential exhibit |

Papier - maché tiger

[zumo city, Shimane Prefecture
Showa period(20th c.)

gofun and color on paper
32.6x21.6x30.8

referential exhibit 2
Papier - maché tiger
Wada Kongo

1973

gofun and color on paper
9.1x24.6x7.0

Shishi (Chinese lion)

14

Guardian dog, sometsuke(underglaze
blue) and colored glaze

Arita kiln, Hizen

Edo period(17-18th c.)

ceramic

39.0x28.0x47.5

15

Shishi, iroe(multicolored glaze)
Kyo ware

Edo period(19th c.)

ceramic

10.0x16.8x9.5

16

Incense burner in shishi shape, red and
gold glazes

Kutani ware

Meiji period(19th c.)

ceramic

11.0x9.0x16.2

17

Shishi, iroe(multicolored glaze)
Satsuma ware

Meiji period(19th c.)

ceramic

27.5%26.5%34.5

18
Kuruijishi (mad lions)

iii



Foreword

Tigers and lions have been familiar motifs within Japanese art from ancient times, although, the animals
were imaginary and unfamiliar to the people because they did not actually inhabit Japan. However,
because of their valiant and ferocious image depicted within paintings, etc., from the Asian continent, they
became popular motifs among the samurai class to indicate the character of the ruler. They were depicted
as motifs in screen paintings and sliding door paintings to decorate the interiors of feudal lord castles, and
also as designs on craft pieces such as arms.

Gradually, from the late Edo to Meiji era, the real tigers and lions were able to be seen in shows and at
the zoo, and began to be depicted realistically based on the ecology of the real beasts. These were quite
different compared to the imaginary tigers and lions depicted before the modern period, attempting to
objectively grasp the wild beauty of the real animals by depicting their accurate form. On the other hand,
the unique image of the shishi (Chinese lion) that was created in eastern Asia, was depicted with mighty
expression, adding originality to the traditional form since before the modern era.

In this exhibition, we have gathered Japanese art works depicting tigers, shishi and lions, attempting to
trace the transition of these images over time. A half of the Year of the Tiger has past already, but we hope
our visitors will be able to cool themselves enjoying the various ferocious beasts, sometimes frightful and

sometimes charming, during the height of this summer.

July, 2010

The Museum of the Imperial Collections,

Sannomaru Shozokan



Tiger, Shishi (Chinese lion) and Lion
—The Valiant Images in Japanese Art

July 17 (Sat.) - September 5 (Sun.), 2010






