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50-18

Sewing box and accessories
Shimada Yoshinari, Kiuchi
Hanko, etc.

wood, inlay

(outer box)33.6 x 242 x 11.1

50-19

Cosmetic box and accessories
Shimada Yoshinari and
Iwakura Kuranosuke

tortoise shell, glass, ceramic,
ete.

(outer box)39.5 x 359 x 11.2

50-20

Western stationery set
Shimada Yoshinari, etc.
metal carving

303 % 150 % 95

50-21

Box with chrysanthemum and
wagtail design

Tsujimura Shoka

makie

290 x 222 x 107

50-22

Textile mats

Yamaga Seika

silk, leather, embroidery,

figured brocade

50-23

Folding screens with various
fan shaped shikishi

Shimada Yoshinari, etc.

pair of two-fold screens

wood, etc.

199.4 x 203.0 each

51

Sun stone paperweight
c.1923

copper, metal casting

D.16.0, H.1.2

52

Pair of gourd shaped jars with
hosoge design

Ming Dynasty

(15 ~ 16th century)

enamel

D.A2.0, H93.0 each

53

Cut glass vase

Val Saint Lambert Glass Works
¢.1923

glass

D.17.8, H405

o4

Red cut glass flower container
Val Saint Lambert Glass
Works, design by Hubert
Fouarge

c.1923

glass

D.36.0, H.39.0

59

Glass decorative jar

Orrefors Glass Works, design
by Edward Hald

c.1923

glass

D.25.0, HA44.5

56

Pair of flower vases with
chrysanthemum and gingko
design

Manufacture National de
Sevres, painting and design by
C.Pihan

1908

ceramic, etc.

D.40.0, H.65.0 each

Silver Wedding
Ceremony of Emperor
Taisho in 1925

57

Bonbonniere with pair of
cranes

silver

base 5.5 X 6.3

58

Bonbonniere in
chrysanthemum shape with
phoenix design

silver

D59, H.31

59

Phoenix and the rising sun
Komuro Suiun

pair of six-fold screens
1925

color on silk

1615 % 366.0 each

60

Phoenix
Yuki Somei
pair of scrolls
1925

color on silk

173.1 X 71.2 each

61

Lake Biwa and Mount Fuji
Yamamoto Shunkyo

pair of scrolls

1925

color on silk

1179 x 36.0 each

62

Snow covered pines and hawk
Yamamoto Shunkyo

pair of scrolls

1925

color on silk

170.8 x 113.8 each

63

Stove screen with Gobelins
tapestry ornament

National Gobelins Manufactory
1918

Gobelin tapestry

109.0 x 1135



49-14

Inkstone box with
chrysanthemum design
Akatsuka Jitoku

malkie

245 x 233 x 100

49-15

Box with auspicious bird and
animal design

Rokkaku Shisui

malkie

306 x 236 x 11.5

49-16

Accessories with mandarin
duck and chrysanthemum
designs

Morita Kaho(design) and
Kozaki Eizo(craftwork)
tortoise shell

316 x 354 x 95

49-17

Western stvle metal carved
stationery set

Chikami Yosai(design),
Yamakawa Koji(craftwork)
metal carving

199 x 322 x 10.7

19-18

Scroll tray with wisteria and
iris design

Toyokawa Yokei

raden

381 x 139 x 2.8

49-19

Seroll of contemporary genre
illustrations

Matsuoka Eikyu etc.

H 284, L 79.1 ~ 150.5 each

49-20

Textile mats

Yamaga Seika

silk, leather, embroidery,

figured brocade

49-21

Folding screens with various
fan shape shikishi

Shimada Yoshinari, etc.

pair of two-fold screens

wood, etc.

1994 x 203.0 each

50-1

Cabinet with crane and
paulownia design
Shimada Yoshinari, etc.
lacquer on wood, makie,
raden

50.3 x 150.3 x 156.0

50-2

Vase with Chinese floral
design

Fujimoto Mansaku
silver, metal hammering

D.15.4, H.24.0

50-3

Vase with [ruit design
Nakamura Shuto
ceramic

D.14.6, H.24.9

504

Child

Yamazaki Choun
color on carved wood

10.3 x 13.2 x 255

50-5

Vase with nandin design
Sasaki Shodo

copper, metal casting

D.14.7, H234

50-6

Vase with flower design in
overglazed enamels

Ito Tozan II

ceramic

D.15.3, H.23.8

50-7

Vase with Chinese flower
design

Ando Juju

enamel

D.13.6, H.205

50-8

Inkstone box with plum
blossom and character design
Uematsu Hobi

makie

260 x 244 x50

509

Poem card boxes with voung
pine, lark design, and
chrysanthemum and quail
design

Yukio Yukio

makie

tanzaku hox 390 x 86 X 4.2,
shikishi box 23.5 x 207 x 43

50-10

Chinese children at play
Wada Koseki

carved ivory

152 % 182 x 135

S0-11

Album of nishiki(brocade) and
aya(twill), 105 types of textiles
Tatsumura Heizo

woven silk

36.3 x 305 x 13.2

50-12

Paperweight in shape of rabbit
Katsura Mitsuharu

silver, metal carving

160 x 13.2 x 96

50-13

Vase with butterfly design
Funakoshi Shunmin

silver, metal carving

D.15.7, H95

50-14

Embroidered photograph
frame, Spring and Autumn
Watanabe Shoka and Kuroda
Kisson

silk, embroidery

24.2 x 181 each

50-15

Inscense burner with hosoge
design

Ishino Ryuzan

ceramic

D.11.8, H.10.6

50-16

Incense caddy with pair of
birds design

Tsuishu Yozei XX
tsuishu(carved lacquer)

D76, 26

50-17

Incense tray with fringed pink
design

Tsuruta Wasaburo 11

makie

245 % 335 % 36



39

Pine tree and hawk
Takamura Koun

1924

carved wood

53.0 x 820 x 95.5, (base)60.5 X
91.0 x 190

40

White Horse presented to the
Emperor at the annual festival
Yamazaki Choun

1924

carved wood, base: lacquer on
wood with raden

280 x 554 x 41.5,(base)385 x
708 x 114

41

Kamo horse race

Yamazaki Choun

1924

cast silver, base: lacquer on
wood, raden

420 x 76.0 x 500, (base)51.3 x
712 x 106.6

42

Statue of Athena

Jules Coutan

late 19th c¢. ~ early 20th c.
bronze, metal casting

60.0 x 240 x 980

43

Their Imperial Highnesses
seated

Yoshida Hakurei

1924

color on carved wood
(Prince)31.2 x 30.1 x 26.0,
(Princess)29.9 x 29.8 x 245,
(base)40.3 x 40.3 x 1.7 each

44

Flower train celebrating the
Imperial Wedding

Shimada Yoshinari, etc.

1924

color on silk

297 x 435 each

45

Album, Zuisai(Fresh Colors)
Tomioka Tessali, etc.

3 albums

1924

color on silk

285 x 40.5 each

46

Peacock
Hirose Toho
pair of scrolls
1908

color on silk

1778 x 995 each

47

Earthly paradise and sacred
mountains

Tomioka Tessai

pair of scrolls

1923

color on paper

1750 x 479 each

48

Young deer gathering
Takeuchi Seiho
six-fold screen

1924

color on silk

1624 % 354.0

49-1

Cabinet with phoenix and
chrysanthemum design
Shimada Yoshinari, etc.
lacquer on wood, makie, raden

50.3 x 150.3 x 156.0

49-2

Vase with crane design
Ito Masami

silver, metal carving

D.14.0, H.21.0

49-3

Vase with design of five plants
of longevity

Kurokawa Gisho

silver, metal hammering
D.19.2, H.14.3

494

Decorative plate with design
of Idyllic Persian Garden
Inaba Shichiho

enamel

D.249 H22

49-5

Vase with flower and bird
design

Itaya Hazan

ceramic

D.14.5, H.18.0

496

Sericulture goddess
Takamura Koun
carved wood

94 x 11.8 x 250

49-7

Dragon

Oshima Joun

copper, metal casting
165 x 185 x 127

49-8

Decorative jar with silver
inlay design

Tsuda Daiju

copper, metal casting

D.145, H.184

499

Poem card boxes with rock
and wave design

Koda Shuetsu

malkie

tanzaku box 393 x 95 x 44,
shikishi box 24.1 x 215 x 46

49-10

Incense caddy with hosoge
design

Ando Jubei

enamel

D65, H25

49-11

Incense tray with rock and
wave design

Tojima Kofu

makie

246 x 337 x 22

49-12

Photograph frames with
cherry blossom and
chrysanthemum design
Shimizu Kamezo and Suzuki
Yoshihiko

silver, metal carving

(cherry blossom)24.2 x 182 X
1.1, (chrysanthemum)24.3 X
182 x 1.1

49-13

Vase with plover design
Katori Hotsuma

copper, metal casting
D838, H.152

vii



21

Crane in fine weather
Yamamoto Shunkyo
3 scrolls

1916

color on silk

1305 x 51.5 each

22

Rooster on drum

Suzuki Morihisa, Hirata Juko,
etc.

early Taisho era

silver, etc., metal hammering,
metal carving, base: lacquer on
wood, makie

150 x 153 x 36.5,

(base)34.3 x 41.7 x 23.0

23

Noh play doll, Heron
early Taisho era
color on carved wood
29.8 x 47.0 x 450

24

Pair of vases with landscape
design

Unno Shomin

Late Meiji to early Taisho era
silver, metal carving

D.175, H.365 each

Seinen Shiki (Coming
Age Ceremony of the
Crown Prince, later
Emperor Showa) in 1919

25

Bonbonniere in the shape of an
eight-lobed mirror with crane
design

1919

silver

63 x 62, H25

26

Round bonbonniere with crane
eating pine branch design
1919

silver

D52, H20

27

Set of stationery stand and
inkstone box with design of
poetry

Kamisaka Sekka(design), Ema
Chokan(stationery stand),
Kamisaka Yukichi(inkstone
box)

1919

lacquer on wood, makie
stationery stand 37.2 X 64.3 x
135

inkstone box 27.2 x 289 x
174

28

Deer

Takamura Koun

1920

carved wood

280 x 49.3 x 51.5,
(base)385 x 60.0 x 132

29

Pair of cranes, cherry and
plum blossoms, peach and
Japanese plum blossoms

Yuki Somei

Set of 3 hanging scrolls

1919

color on silk

144.7 x 50.5 each

30

Sumiyoshi God

Amaoka Kin'ichi

1919

silver, bronze, metal casting

253 x 260 x 370

Seinen Shiki of Prince
Yasuhito in 1922, Seinen
Shiki of Prince Nobuhito
in 1925

31

Box shaped bonbonniere with
crane and cloud design

1922

silver

6.3 x 445, H3.1

32

Box shaped bonbonniere with
pine and arabesque design
1922

silver

5.15 x 395, H19

33

Box shaped bonbonniere with
scattered plum blossom design
1925

silver

52 x 39, H20

34

Round bonbonniere with
scattered plum blossom design
1925

silver

D.64, H.26

35

Set of stationery stand

and inkstone box with
chrysanthemum design
Funabashi Shumin

1922

lacquer on wood, makie
stationary stand

36.8 X 64.3 x 34

inkstone box 25.0 x 23.0 X 5.5

36

Monkey

Takamura Koun

1923

carved wood

280 x 390 x 410,
(base)35.0 x 480 x 12.0

Marriage of the Crown
Prince in 1924

37

Hexagonal bonbonniere with
crane and pine design

1924

wood, raden

46 x 53, H.30

38

Egg shaped bonbonniere with
tortoise shell design

1924

silver

48 x 6.2, HAO



List of Works

Tairei (Ceremony
of Enthronement of
Emperor Taisho) in 1915

1

Bonbonniere in the shape of
an eight-lobed mirror with
phoenix design

1915

silver

D.6.4, H25

2

Bonbonniere in the shape of a
basket

silver

D66, H.29

3

Bonbonniere in the shape of
an oak leal box

silver

6.1 x 6.05 H29

4
Artificial Flower Decorations
silver

H.205, W.11.5

5

Decorative tachi sword
Shimada Yoshinari(design),
Shimizu Kamezo

(metal carving), etc.

1920

gold, etc., metal carving,
lacquer on wood,
makie(sprinkled picture),
raden(mother of pearl inlay)
total L.101.5

Imperial Properties

6

Phoenix

Unno Yoshimori 11

1916

silver, ete., metal carving
385 x 51.5 x 705,
(base)d8.5 x 485 x 13.1

7
Pair of chickens
Tojima Kofu

1916

lacquer on wood, makie
39.6 x 83.5 x 595,
(base)53.7 x 974 x 51.0

8

Pair of cranes

Tsukada Shukyo,

Kurokawa Gisho

1915

silver, etc., metal hammering,
metal carving

large crane 19.2 X 495 x 828,

small crane 17.0 x 475 x 51.7

9

Pair of vases with divine rice
field design

1915

enamel

D.36.0, H.61.0 each

10

Pair of vases with sunrise and
phoenix design

Unno Shomin

1915

silver, etc,, metal carving

D.20.7, HAL0 each

11

Pair of vases with phoenix
design

Unno Yoshimori 11,

Unno Kiyoshi

1917

silver, etc., metal carving

D.19.3, HA41.2 cach

12

Manzairaku dance
Takamura Koun,
Yamazaki Choun
1916

bronze, metal casting, base:

lacquer on wood, makie, raden
48.0 x 50.0 x 63.0,
base 57.0 x 74.0 x 15.0

13

Decorative shelf with
wickerwork and ivy design
Ogaki Shokun

1914

lacquer on wood, makie,
enamel

40.3 x 87.0 x 785

14

Screen of famous places in
Tokyo, Manzairaku dance
Shimada Yoshinari(design), etc.
1915

wood, ete.

60.0 x 285.0 x 2160

15

Flowers and birds

Imao Keinen

Pair of six-fold screens
1915

color on gold leal and silk

1779 x 381.6 each

16

Painting albums
2 albums

1915

color on silk

325 % 414 each

17

Painting album
1914

color on silk

234 ~ 27.1 x 30.0 ~ 33.1

18

Painting and calligraphy
albums

4 albums

1915

ink on silk, color on silk
35.1 % 42.7 each

Rittaishi Rei (Ceremony
of Investiture of the
Crown Prince, later
Emperor Showa) in 1916

19

Bonbonniere in shape of six-
petal flower with mandarin
duck design

1916

silver

6.0 x 64, H2.2

20

Cabinet with Mt. Penglai and
crane design

Rokkaku Shisui, ete.

1917

lacquer on wood, makie, raden

15.5 % 106.0 x 90.0



The Situations of Art Works Created for Auspicious Events

The art world of the Taisho era developed in various ways with the many artists asserting their views between influence from
Western countries and Japanese tradition. Modernism, individualism, realism, art-deco, new literati painting , neo-classicism, and
Taisho roman, are some of the terms used explaining the wide variety of art trends in this era. The designs of the works introduced
in this exhibition were restricted to be traditional, because of their unique purposes to be used for auspicious events of the Imperial
Court. However, within this restriction, works showing originality produced by the artists’ unique styles and high quality techniques
were created, and these points can be seen in the art of this era that has not been admired very much until the present. It is the era
when the activity of younger enthusiastic artists began, shifting from the Meiji era artists.

Many of the works displayed in this exhibition are not only large in size, but a number of artists participated in their production.
This does not mean that they were simply made by division of labor in industrial production. They are results of the unified abilities.
The works were completed by the combined efforts of each person participating, in the designs, the techniques of each part, and the
supervision. The most important works among them is the Cabinet with phoenix and chrysanthemum design, and the Cabinet with
crane and paulownia design (no. 49 and 50), that were created to celebrate the Marriage of the Crown Prince in 1924, and took 4
vears to be completed by more than 130 people participating. The other works are also the collaboration of a number of artists. As
for the vases and ornaments, they each have an accompanying base with elaborate designs which were made by other artists. These
bases were also important elements, necessary to complete the works. As for the paintings, the binding of albums, metal fittings, and
the outer boxes were all created considering the total decorative design. This kind of composite art can be considered as the main
feature of these works celebrating auspicious events of the Imperial Court.

Since the Meiji era, various artists were able to grasp their chances by being appraised at the many expositions and exhibitions.
Furthermore, art schools such as Tokyo Fine Art School and Kyoto City School of Arts educated many talented students, and
coordinators acted to plan and instruct the production of such works. Masaki Naohiko(1862-1940), who served as principal of the
Tokyo Fine Art School for many years, and acted widely in art education and art administration, played an important part in the
production of works for auspicious events of the Imperial Court. After being the principal of the Nara Prefectural Middle School, a
curator of the Imperial Nara Museum, and then a secretary to the Minister of Education, he became the 5th principal of the Tokyo
Fine Art School for 31 years from 1901 to 1932. Many of the works in this exhibition were commissioned to the Tokyo Fine Art
School, and Masaki played a main part of them. Shimada Yoshinari acted as designer and supervisor, and other designers such as
Watanabe Kogai, Kamisaka Sekka, Chikami Yosai, etc. also played an important part of these kind of art works of the Taisho era.
One more point that we focus on in this exhibition is that refined sense and high quality technique of the artists can be seen within
the restriction of Japanese and Imperial Court tradition for the purpose of auspicious events.

Among the exhibited works, a surprising one is Komuro Suiun's Phoenix and the rising sun (no59). Suiun is a Nanga painter
representative of this era, and his style is a quaint ink painting with light colors. However, this work is a bright colored painting
which would probably not be considered as his work if there were no inscription or seal. We do not know if the theme was chosen
by the artist or the commissioner, but it is an unusual example of Suiun’s work.

Yamamoto Shunkyo's Crane in fine weather (no21)was created under Imperial order with the theme chosen for the Rittaishi Rel,
and Shunkyo's perspective is effectively used, in a composition showing the majestic landscape around Mount Fuji. Furthermore,
Shunkyo's refined sense can be seen in the traditional Yamatoe color sense, while maintaining realistic depiction, in the sky and sea
among ultramarine mist, and green pines, white snow on Mount Fuji and white waves, and the red sun.

The auspicious events of the Imperial Court influenced the Taisho era art world, by creating a change in the system of art
production, and brought out individuality and enthusiasm of many artists, along with new aspects. These contrived works of creative
designs and techniques within tradition, show the significance of auspicious events of the Imperial Court among modern Japanese

art, along with the pleasure of splendid art for celebration.



Auspicious Events of the Taisho Era and Art Production

In this exhibition, we focus on the auspicious events of the Imperial Court during the Taisho era(1912 ~ 1926), introducing art
works that were created to celebrate such events, along with the situation, designs and techniques to create them. The Taisho era
was only a period of 15 years, but it was an era when the Imperial Court celebrated many auspicious events. In this exhibition, we
introduce the events of Emperor Taisho and his three sons, namely the Taire/(Ceremony of Enthronement of Emperor Taisho)in
1915, the Rittaishi Rei(Ceremony of Investiture of the Crown Prince)in 1916, the Seinen Shiki(Coming Age Ceremony of the
Crown Prince)in 1919, the Seinen Shiki of Prince Yasuhito in 1922, the Seinen Shiki of Prince Nobuhito in 1925, the Marriage of
the Crown Prince in 1924, and the Silver Wedding Ceremony of Emperor Taisho in 1926. The various gifts of celebration are
gorgeous as well as traditional. Some are objects given within the Imperial family, but many are gifts from others. It is not clear
about the details on how many art works such as painting and calligraphy, vases, or other decorative ornaments where actually
presented to the Court, but much can be understood from the existing works and reference materials about their design features
and artists’ activities. We expect to be able to introduce more about each work after future research, but at this point, we will

make an outline on the works, and consider it is a chance to reconsider the Taisho era.

Emperor Taisho and his family

Emperor Taisho was born as the third son of Emperor Meiji in 1879. He was in poor health since a youth, which was a matter
worried about, but the Rittaishi Rei was held in 1889 where he formally became the Crown Prince. He married Princess Kujo
Sadako (Empress Teimei)in 1900, and after this, his health recovered, and he enthusiastically visited the provinces throughout the
country, and talked with many people. This was quite different from Emperor Meiji who had only spoken to a limited number of
people, seeming like a human god, and therefore the people began to consider the Imperial Court as more amiable than before.
After the royal marriage, Prince Hirohito(Emperor Showa)was born in 1901, followed by Prince Yasuhito(Prince Chichibu)in
1902 and Prince Nobuhito (Prince Takamatsu)in 1905. Emperor Taisho was a fond father and cherished spending time with the
Princess and his sons. After he became Emperor, his 4th son Prince Takahito (Prince Mikasa) was born in 1915.

Emperor Meiji passed away in 1912, and the new era was named Taisho. The Ceremony of Enthronement of Emperor Taisho
was held in 1915, but the Emperor’s health again declined, and the Imperial Household Ministry announced that his condition
had worsened in 1921. After Prince Hirohito returned from visiting foreign countries, he became the Prince Regent and carried
out political affairs on behalf of the Emperor. Though the Emperor stayed at Imperial villas in Numazu and Hayama in order to
recuperate, his health did not recover, and he passed away in 1926, at age 48,

Empress Teimei was born in 1884 as the 4th daughter of Prince Kujo Michitaka. She was intelligent and cheerful, and was
devoted to her husband. She took consideration to various things and her attention towards the Princes can be presumed by
the various left belongings, and she also spent much efforts towards the people such as leprosy relief, sericulture, etc. After she
became Empress Dowager, her brave and positive personality did not change, and she continued to supported the Imperial Court.
She passed away in 1951, at age 67.

The four Princes were intelligent and good brothers, and each served the country from their own positions. They all studied
abroad, and developed international viewpoints.

The family of Emperor Taisho has influenced the Imperial Court and our country greatly, such as in the various systems and
customs of the Imperial Court, and promoting projects for the country and the people. Naturally, the artists with great enthusiasm
in the creation of art work celebrating the auspicious events of this Imperial Family of the Taisho era, produced many superior

works as a result.

1ii



Foreword

Auspicious events of the Imperial Court are also joyous for the people, and this
joy has been expressed in various ways. Expressions in art and craft works are
among them, and designs fit for each auspicious event were chosen in accord,
often gorgeous and beautiful.

There have been many auspicious events of the Imperial Court since the
modern era, and during the Taisho era, many superior art works were created
celebrating each of them and presented to the Court. The Taisho(1912 ~ 1926)
era was only a short period of 15 years, but during it various events were held,
such as the Taire/(Ceremony of Enthronement of Emperor Taisho)in 1915,
the Rittaishi Rei (Ceremony of Investiture of the Crown Prince, later Emperor
Showa)in 1916, the Seinen Shiki(Coming Age Ceremony of the Crown Prince,
later Emperor Showa)in 1919, the Marriage of the Crown Prince in 1924, the
Silver Wedding Ceremony of Emperor Taisho in 1925, the Seinen Shiki of Prince
Yasuhito, and the founding of the Prince Chichibu Family in 1922. It was the
era when production of art works celebrating these events was at its peak.
Such celebrations had been held since the Meiji era, and gradually became
splendid and well arranged by the Taisho era. Furthermore, the Imperial Court
had carried out repeated foreign relations since the Meiji era, and gifts from
foreign countries increased in the Taisho era because the Imperial Court became
recognized by foreign countries.

In this exhibition, we will introduce the qualities of the designs, the people
related with them, and the situation of the era, through the many art works
created and presented to the Imperial Court to celebrate these auspicious events
during the Taisho era.

We hope it will be a chance to recognize the high and interesting quality of the

Taisho era art, which has not been noted much before.
September, 2007

The Museum of the Imperial Collections,

Sannomaru Shozokan
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