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Vi

color on paper
29.4 %X 44.6
Sannomaru Shozokan

74
Kawai Gyokudo
Tree Planting Ceremony

(Japanese Quince and Waka Poem)

1948

color on paper
30.0x45.3
Sannomaru Shozokan

75

Kawai Gyokudo

Tree Planting Ceremony
(Mt.Fuji and Waka Poem)
1948

color on paper

20.6 %453

Sannomaru Shozdkan

76

Young Grass (Mt.Fuji and Waka

Poem)

1948

color on paper
28.5%x423
Sannomaru Shozokan

il
Kawai Gyokudo
Investiture of the Crown Prince

(Chrysanthemum and Waka Poem)

1952

color on paper

30.0 X 44.7
Sannomaru Shozokan

78

Kawai Gyokudo

Investiture of the Crown Prince
(Pine and Waka Poem)

1952

color on paper

30.0%x45.2

Sannomaru Shozokan

79

Kawai Gyokudo

Sound of Flowing Water and
Song of Birds (study)

late 1940's to early 1950's
color on paper

42.5X60.2

Sannomaru Shdzokan

80

Kawai Gyokudo
Manazuru (study)

late 1940's to early 1950's
color on paper

45.6 X 60.5

Sannomaru Shozokan

81

Kawai Gyokudo
Daurian Redstart
and hanging flowers

late 1940's to early 1950's
color on paper
45.4%60.1

Sannomaru Shozokan

82

Kawai Gyokudo

Peony

late 1940's to early 1950's
color on paper

45.4 X60.1

Sannomaru Shozokan

83

Kawai Gyokudo

Mt. Fuji

late 1940's to early 1950's
color on paper

45.2 X 60.5

Sannomaru Shozokan

84

Maeda Seison
First Snow

1961

color on paper
37.2X48.0
Supply Division

85

Maeda Seison

Head of a Horse

1971

color on paper
17.0X23.8
Sannomaru Shozokan

86

Maeda Seison

Trees

late 1960's to early 1970's
color on paper

28.3 X40.6

Sannomaru Shozokan

87

Maeda Seison

Mt. Fuji

late 1960's to early 1970's

color on gold coated paper

27.2%24.1
Sannomaru Shozokan

88

Maeda Seison

Thistle (sketch)

late 1960's to early 1970's
colored pencil on paper
28.0x39.3

Sannomaru Shozokan

89

Yamaguchi Hoshun
Cherry Blossom (sketch)
around 1941

ink and color on paper
56.5%X42.0

Sannomaru Shozokan

90

Yamaguchi Hoshun
Iris (sketch)
around 1945

pencil and water color on paper

55.2X79.5
Sannomaru Shozokan

91

Yamaguchi Hoshun
Chrysanthemum (sketch)
late 1940's to 1950's

pencil and water color on paper

55.1x39.3
Sannomaru Shozokan

92

Yamaguchi Hoshun
Autumn Air

1962

color on paper
92.7X36.2

Supply Division

93

Okumura Togyu
From Lake Yamanaka
1978

pencil and water color on paper

61.3%85.0
Sannomaru Shozokan

94

Okumura Togyu

Peony (sketch)

1978

pencil and colored pencil on
paper

37.2X4438

Sannomaru Shozokan

95

Okumura Togyu

Peony (sketch)

late 1960's to early 1980's
pencil and colored pencil on
paper

36.5x44.6

Sannomaru Shozokan

96
Atomi Gyokushi

Cherry Blossoms on shikishi cards

Taisho to early Showa periods
color on silk

27.2X24.2 each

Sannomaru Shozokan

97

Atomi Gyokushi
Cherry Blossoms
1932

color on paper

148.8 X 68.5 each
Sannomaru Shozokan

98
Takeuchi Seiho
In the Mist after Rain

1924

color on silk
138.5%X42.3
Sannomaru Shozokan

99

Yokoyama Taikan
Chrysanthemum

1928

color on silk

150.5 X 57.0
Sannomaru Shozokan

100

Uemura Shoen

Snow, Moon, and Flowers
1937

color on silk

157.5 X 54.2 each
Sannomaru Shozokan

101

Nishimura Goun, Nishiyama
Suisho

Cranes in the Morning Sun,
Seagulls under the Moonlight
1928

color on silk

50.7 %X 159.0 each

Sannomaru Shozokan

102

Domoto Insho
Chiyoda Palace

1939

color on paper
53.4X59.7
Sannomaru Shozokan

103

Maeda Seison, and others
From “Keiunyosai”(Felicitous
Clouds and Other Sketches of
Life)

1922

color on silk

32.0%39.0 each

Sannomaru Shozokan

104

Takatori Wakanari and others
From *“Zuisai” (Fresh Colors)
1924

color on silk

28.5 X 40.5 each

Sannomaru Shozokan

105

Okumura Togyu and others
From “Kosai” (Luster)
1986

color on paper

26.8 X 34.7 each
Sannomaru Shozokan



1967

color on paper
59.5%45.3
Imperial Properties

39

Mountain Foot in Early Summer
— Japanese Bird Cherry

1967

color on paper

30.0%x45.2

Imperial Properties

40

Early Autumn — Grapes
1967

color on paper
30.2%X455

Imperial Properties

41

Plateau — Blackroot
1968

color on paper
45.5x30.0
Imperial Properties

42

Early Autumn — Fig
1968

color on paper

46.0 % 60.5

Imperial Properties

43

Mountain Road at Nasu
— Fragrant Snowbell
1968

color on paper
91.0x60.0

Imperial Properties

44

Early Evening at Fukiage — Brown
Hawk Owl

1968

color on paper

44.5%29.1

Imperial Properties

45

Sea at Hayama

— Flathead,Grub Fish
1968

color on paper

46.0 < 60.5

Imperial Properties

46

Scent of the Shore — Scorpionfish
1969

color on paper

30.0 X 44.8

Imperial Properties

47

Goby
¢.1967~1969
color on paper

22.2X28.6
Imperial Properties

48

[llustrated Scroll, Hayama
1969

gold on paper

(painting)30.2 X 361.3,

(length from waka poem 1~
painting~ waka poem 2)486.7
Imperial Properties

49

Spring Garden— Magnolia and
Pheasant

1969

color on paper

84.0x52.1

Their Majesties' personal collection

50

White Silence
1969

color on paper
30.0%45.0
Imperial Properties

51

Soft Shelled Turtle
1969

color on paper
49.0 X 56.5
Imperial Properties

52

Anthurium

1969

color on paper
60.0x91.0
Imperial Properties

53

Late Summer — Blackroot
1970

color on paper
59.5%45.0

Imperial Properties

54

Memory of a Journey — Dancer of
Jill (Doll)

1972

color on paper

89.5%59.5

Imperial Properties

29

Beginning of Autumn - Grapes
1972

color on paper

442 X575

Imperial Properties

56

Autumn Light = Fig
1972

color on silk
27.0%24.0
Imperial Properties

57

Lucid Autumn — Chrysanthemum
1973

color on paper

60.0x45.0

Imperial Properties

58

In Izu — Passion Flower
1973

color on paper
45.2X60.3

Imperial Properties

59

Enoura — Sea Bass
1973

color on paper
60.0>90.0
Imperial Properties

60

Tropical Sea — Shell
1976

color on paper
45.5%60.2

Imperial Properties

61

During the Rainy Season —
Ginkgo

1977

color on paper

30.4 %455

Imperial Properties

62

At Suzaki — Chayote
1978

color on paper

20.8 X46.0

Imperial Properties

63

Izu Sea — Moorish Idol
1981

color on paper
41.6X58.3

Imperial Properties

Empress Kojun and
Intimate Master Painters

64

Takatori Wakanari

Shikishi cards

(Children Playing Instrument and
Gabion)

Taisho to early Showa periods
color on silk

27.2X24.2 each

Sannomaru Shozokan

65
Takatori Wakanari

Garden of Akasaka Detatched
Palace (Spring)

1928

color on paper

166.5 X 356.2

Sannomaru Shdzokan

66

Kawai Gyokudo

Shikishi cards (Cow and Rabbit)
unknown period

color on silk

27.2X24.2 each

Sannomaru Shozokan

67

Kawai Gyokudo
Irises and White Egret
1917

color on silk

133.1 X50.0
Sannomaru Shozokan

68

Kawai Gyokudo

Ravine and Mountain on a Clear
Evening

1943

ink on paper

41.7 X 60.2

Sannomaru Shozokan

69

Kawai Gyokudo
Landscape

unknown period
color on silk

32.6 X 42.5 each
Sannomaru Shozokan

70

Kawai Gyokudo

Landscape (Deep Mountain and
Ravine)

unknown period

ink on paper

32.5%36.8

Sannomaru Shozokan

71

Kawai Gyokudo

Tree Planting Ceremony
color on paper

19.2 X256.3

Sannomaru Shozokan

72

Kawai Gyokudo

Tree Planting Ceremony
(Japanese Cypress and Waka Poem)
color on paper

29.9%X45.7

Sannomaru Shozokan

73

Kawai Gyokudo

Tree Planting Ceremony
(Japanese Quince and Waka Poem)
1948



v

List of Exhibits

Empress Kojun's Paintings

I

Summer in Nasu — Fringed
Orchids

1956

color on paper

18.0%50.2

Imperial Properties

2

Evergreen Magnolia
1956

color on paper
45.7%60.0

Imperial Properties

3

In the Rain — Tree Frog
1957

color on paper
45.5%59.1

Imperial Properties

4

Young Bamboo
1957

color on paper
46.2%30.6
Imperial Properties

5

[llustrated Scroll of Makurano
Soshi

1957

color on silk

27.2X1234

Imperial Properties

6

Double Cherry Blossoms
1958

color on silk

56.5%32.5

Imperial Properties

7

Draft Sketch of Double Cherry
Blossoms

¢.1958

ink on paper

61.0%39.0, 27.3 X39.0
Sannomaru Shozokan

8

Kikuzakura
around ¢.1958
color on silk
59.0%34.3
Imperial Properties

9
Draft Sketch of Kikuzakura
around ¢.1958

ink on paper
52.5%423
Sannomaru Shozokan

10

White Birch, Spring in Asama
1960

color on paper

40.0x45.5

Their Majesties' personal collection

11

White Birch, Autumn in Asama

1960
color on paper
40.0 X 45.5

Their Majesties' personal collection

12

At Nigatogawa — Maple-leaf
Fairy Candles

1960

color on paper

58.1 X39.8

Imperial Properties

13

Arrowroot

1961

color on paper
52.0%69.0
Imperial Properties

14

Western Orchid
1962

color on paper
29.5%X44.5
Imperial Properties

15

Waterfall at Nachi
1962

color on paper
30.6 X45.6
Imperial Properties

16

Chars

1963

color on paper
29.3X44.8
Imperial Properties

17

Mountain Hawk
1963

color on paper
43.4X60.0
Imperial Properties

18

Spring Snow in the Imperial
Garden

1963

color on paper

33.0x24.0

Imperial Properties

19

Passing Spring
1963

color on paper
29.3x45.0
Imperial Properties

20

Shishi-odori Dance
1963

color on paper
45.2x30.0
Imperial Properties

21

River Fish — Oikawa
1964

color on paper
28.2X40.6

Imperial Properties

22

At Hayama — Conger Eel
1964

color on paper

30.1 X44.6

Imperial Properties

23

Dragon

1965

ink and color on paper
81.2%X57.9

Imperial Properties

24

Japanese Wineberry
1965

color on paper
29.7X45.5

Imperial Properties

25

Early Spring at Hayama — Pussy

Willow

1965

color on paper
47.9%53.6
Imperial Properties

26

Summer Day at Hayama — Crabs

1966

color on paper
30.0%45.2
Imperial Properties

27

Prawns

1966

color on paper
44.5%X59.0
Imperial Properties
28

Eastern Orchids
1966

color on paper
29.9x44.6

Imperial Properties

29

At Dokanbori — Kingfisher
1966

color on paper

30.1 %224

Imperial Properties

30

Wild Birds — Japanese Tits
1966

color on paper

452%X30.3

Imperial Properties

31

Beyond the Ocean — Mt.Fuji
1966

color on paper

27.0%24.0

Imperial Properties

32

Northern Sea — Salmon
1967

color on paper

60.0 X 90.5

Imperial Properties

33

Still Life — Champagne Crab
1967

color on paper

44.5%X64.5

Imperial Properties

34

By the Nakagawa — Rainbow
Trouts

1967

color on paper

45.8X59.8

Imperial Properties

35

Kasajima — Butterflyfish
1967

color on paper
22.8%X29.2

Imperial Properties

36

At Hayama Beach — Octopuses
1967

color on paper

30.0x45.6

Imperial Properties

37

Feathered Visitors — Hoopoes
1967

color on paper

20.7 X448

Imperial Properties

38
Back Garden — Western Cotton
Roses



Paintings by Empress Kojun

Empress Kojun was born as the eldest daughter of Prince Kuni Kuniyoshi and Princess Chikako, and was named
Nagako. She married Prince Hirohito (the later Emperor Showa) on January 26th, 1924, and after enjoying
longevity of 97 years, she passed away on June 16th, 2000.

Empress Kojun was talented in various fields such as sports, music, waka poems, etc., but especially showed
outstanding talent in Nihonga(Japanese painting). Empress Kojun's earnest study of Nihonga began under the
Yamotoe painter Takatori Wakanari(1868-1935), when she was engaged. However, after her marriage, her children
were born one after another, and during this busy time as the Empress, Wakanari met an untimely death in 1935.
She probably did not study painting during this period. She resumed painting study in 1944, under the guidance of
Kawai Gyokudo(1873-1957). However, soon after, the world situation became worse. After the end of the World
War in August, 1945, her duty as the Empress became quite busy, forcing her to discontinue her painting study
once again. This study was probably resumed around the 1950’s. However, because Gyokudo resided in Okutama
at the time, the chamberlain would bring the Empress’s paintings to Gyokudo’s residence to receive criticism.
Gyokudo did not paint copying examples, and always claimed that the only model is nature, but he passed away in
June, 1957. According to Gyokudo’s late year recommendation, Maeda Seison(1885-1977) became the next
teacher of the Empress. Seison also made strict criticize, and also did not instruct to copy examples. Sometimes
strict and sometimes with praise, he guided Empress Kojun so that she herself could reached her own state of
paintings within her repeated contrivance. As a result, Seison commented that he always felt that Empress Kojun’s
paintings are dignified. generous, untroubled and she is always tackling to try to depict her subject’s appearance.
Furthermore, many people highly praise the elegance and warmth in her paintings. Empress Kojun was the most
enthusiastic in painting during the period that she studied under Maeda Seison, coming to the ripening stage. Even
after she impaired her lumbar vertebra in 1977, and her health worsened, her enthusiasm did not decline, though
her lines did become weaker.

Empress Kojun's paintings were published in three books of paintings, and also were exhibited in Tokyo, Kyoto
and Aichi from 1973 to 1975. When she visited the U.S.A in 1975, they were exhibited along with old art works
in Washington and New York, and gained public favor.

Empress Kojun studied hard under these three painters, but was also influenced by other painters. Especially,
Yamaguchi Hoshun(1893-1971) was one of them who showed her the importance and appeal of sketching, and
Okumura Togyu(1889-1990) was the painter who told her about sketching after her health weakened.

There are few people who know about Empress Kojun’s painting now, and we must rely on documents of the time
to find out about it. Among them, the diary of Irie Sukemasa (1905~1985), who served Emperor Showa for a half
century from 1934 to 1985 as a chamberlain, and Grand Chamberlain as his last post, is valuable. Furthermore, Irie
Sukemasa has referred to Empress Kojun’s paintings in many of his essays. In this exhibition, we introduce
Empress Kojun's paintings including 3 borrowed from Their Majesties the Emperor and Empress, and the paintings
by masters that Empress Kojun kept close by. Based on accounts in material such as Irie Sukemasa’s diary, we can
consider about her relationship with the master painters looking into the background of Empress Kojun’s paintings,
and perceive her attitude and humaneness in creating her own paintings always earnestly facing her teachers and

paintings within warm exchange with them.

i1l



Foreword

Empress Kojun studied Nihonga (Japanese painting) under Nihonga painters such as
Takatori Wakanari(1867-1935), Kawai Gyokudo(1873-1957), and Maeda Seison(1885-
1977), and has created many paintings. She learned basic Yamatoe techniques from
Takatori Wakanari especially since she was a member of the late Prince Kuni family
(Kuninomiya) before she joined the Imperial family. She studied under Kawai
Gyokudo since the 1940’s, from whom she learned much about depiction of nature.
From 1959, she widened her variety of paintings according to Maeda Seison’s frank
opinions. Many people remark that Empress Kojun’s paintings naturally show dignity
and benevolence. Furthermore, the warmth and charm which can be seen in many of
her paintings show how much she enjoyed painting.

In this exhibition, along with Empress Kojun’s paintings, we will exhibit the
paintings by the masters she studied under which she kept close by, and also introduce
about her intimacy with other master painters. We hope our visitors can perceive a part
of the warm exchange between Empress Kojun and the masters, and also how she

enjoyed painting.
March, 2007

The Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan
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