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III. The Orthodox Metal Carving

of the Modern Era
— The late 1900's to the 1920's

18

Pair of vases with phoenix design
Kagawa Katsuhiro

1905

silver, gold, high relief, inlay
D535, H.61.5 each

19

Cigar box with scene of Mt. Fuji
Toyokawa Mitsunaga II

1905

silver, shibuichi, usuniku-bori
102x14.0x4.6

20

Cigar box with scene of a waterfall
in the deep mountains

Kagawa Katsuhiro

1905

silver, shrbuichi, shakudo, high relief,
froe, inlay

152x11.2%49

21
Cigar box with scene of waterfall
Tsukada Shukyo

1910
silver, shibuichi, shakudo, high relief,
iroe, inlay

14.9x11.0x4.1

22

Inro cabinet shelf with peony spray
design

Unno Shomin

1907

silver, shiburchi, gold, inlay,
katakiri-bori

112%x193% 188

23

Water dropper in the form of
plovers and a basket

Kagawa Katsuhiro

1907

silver, shibuichi, high relief
25%X6.0% 14

24

Pair of vases with design of Shojo
Unno Shomin

1909

silver, shibuichi, ke-bori

D.16.0, H.29.0 each

25

Pair of vases with design of falcon
and waves

Unno Shomin

1909

silver, gold, shrbuichi, shakudo,

high relief, inlay

D.18.0, H.38.0 each

26

Pair of vases with kingfisher design
Unno Shomin

Late Meiji period to early Taisho
period

silver, shibuichi, copper, shakudo,
gold, high relief, inlay

D.20.0, H.35.0 each

27

Pair of vases with design of sunrise
and phoenix

Unno Shomin

1915

silver, shibuichi, high relief, inlay,
katakiri-bori

D.20.7, HAL.0 each

28

Vase with landscape design

Unno Shomin

Late meiji period to early Taisho
Period

silver

D.17.5, H.36.5 each

29

Pair of vases with scenes of Spring
and Autumn at Yoshino

Unno Yoshimori IT

Late Meiji period to early Taisho
Period

silver, shakudo. copper, inlay
D.15.0, H.35.0 each

30

Pair of vases with phoenix design
Unno Yoshimori IT and

Unno Kiyoshi

1917

silver, ke-bori

D.19.3, H.41.2 each

31

Pair of cranes

Tsukada Shukyo

1915

silver, shibuichi, shakudo, copper,
katakiri-borr

(large crane) 19.2 X495 X 82.8,
(small crane) 17.0 X 47.5%51.7

32

Phoenix

Unno Yoshimori II

1916

silver, gold, shakudo, inlay
385Xx51.5X705

33

Vase with pine and wisteria design
Yamaguchi Issho

1925

silver, gold, shrbuichi, inlay

D585, H.765

34

Clock

Shimizu Nanzan

1924

silver, copper, shibuichi, high relief,
inlay, openwork

225%265%450

iii



List of Exhibits

I. Metal Sword Decoration

—the starting point of modern
metal carving

1

Sword mountings in 7achi type
with family crest designs

Late Edo period, 19c.

shakudoe, high relief, iroe

total length 1025

2

Sword mountings in Uchigatana
type

Inoue Meisho

1883

iron, high relief, iroe, inlay

total length 101.0,

tsuba (hand guard) : 80X74

3

Cigar box with flower and bird
design

Hagiya Katsuhira and

Hagiya Katsuyasu

1878-1880

shakudo, shibuichi, copper, gold,
high relief, /roe , inlay

13.6%19.1 X6.7

Supply Division

4

Cigar box with spring orchid design
Hagiya Katsuhira

1878-1880

shakudo, shibuichi, copper, gold,
high relief, /roe

11.8%x85x%55

Supply Division

5

Sword mountings in 7achl type
with Imperial crest design, in
makie and mother of pearl inlay
Kano Natsuo, Kagawa Katsuhiro
1896

gold, high relief

total length 108.0

Imperial Properties (Board of the
Chamberlain)

ii

6

Sword mountings in 7anto type
with flower and arabesque design
and crystal

Kagawa Katsuhiro

1904

gold, high relief

total length 42.2

II. The Old and New Styles
—the late 1880's to early 1900's

7

Bugaku dancer, Ranryo-o
Unno Shomin

1890

copper, gold, silver, inlay
280%32.0%x335

8

Bugaku dancer, Tatheiraku
Unno Shomin

1899

copper, gold, silver, shibuichi,
shakudo, inlay
42.0%21.0%46.0

9

Pair of vases with design of myriad
cranes

Kano Natsuo

1890

silver, katakiri-bori

D.16.5, H.36.5 each

10

Wagtails on rock

Kano Natsuo and Unno Shomin
1894

silver, shakudo, inlay, katakiri-bori
16.4%232%19.0

11

Pair of six fold screens with shrkishi
cards

Kano Natsuo, Unno Shomin and others
1894

silver, inlay, katakiri-bori

W.3804, H.181.9 each

12

Name card tray with scene of
Biwako Lake

Unno Shomin

1896

shibuichi, gold, silver, inlay
21.3%X275%22

13

Wakanoura

Kagawa Katsuhiro

1899

shibuichi, silver, gold, shakudo,
copper, inlay

54.7 X 76.0

14
Vase in shape of gourd with ivy leaf
Unno Shomin

1900

copper, gold, inlay
D75; H255

15

Vase with design of seven wise men
Namekawa Sadakatsu

1900

iron, shishiai-bori
D95, H.235

16

Dragon

Nakagawa Yoshizane
1900

silver, gold, copper, shakudo, high
relief, inlay
330%x74.0%715

17

Cabinet with chrysanthemum
design in makie and mother of
pearl inlay

Unno Shomin

1903

silver, openwork

46.8 X 1355%122.0



Metal Carving of the Meiji Era

—Unno Shomin and his vicinity

September 23 (Sat.) — December 10 (Sun.)

Foreword

The term "metal carving" means the ornamental technique of carving metal surfaces
with chisels, openwork, and inlay of different metals. Japanese metal carving developed
greatly from the Momoyama to Edo periods, through the creating of sword fittings, and
these techniques were used for other small metal products also. Along with the Meiji
restoration, the issue of the sword prohibition, etc., caused the demand for metal carved
works to decrease drastically, causing it to temporarily decline, but vases and cigar boxes
matching western life styles became the new bases for metal carving techniques.
Furthermore, from the late 19th century, a large amount of framed work and figurines
made with metalwork were exhibited in the expositions held in Japan and other
countries, helping to discover new possibilities for the intricate metal carving techniques.
Metal carving techniques were applied on various furniture, and the Meiji era when these
variations were extensively used was the time when the metal carving techniques were
spotlighted the most.

In this exhibition, we will introduce various superior metal carving works focusing on
the works of Unno Shomin, the metal carving master representative of this Meiji era, and
the others around him. Unno's Bugaku dancer, Ranryo-o, received the Myogi (technical
excellence) 1st class prize at the 3rd National Exhibition of 1890, and this along with the
Bugaku dancer, Taiheiraku exhibited in the 1900 Paris Exhibition, are not only
representative works of Unno, but also of the Meiji era metalwork. Furthermore, The Pair
of six fold screens with shikishi cards that was presented on the occasion of the 25th
anniversary of the marriage of Emperor Meiji, is a collaboration of 17 metal carving
artists lead by Unno, and a historically valuable piece.

We hope the viewers of this exhibition are able to become familiar with masterpieces of
Meiji era metal carving works, and also have a chance to perceive the high level

techniques and expressions.

September, 2006

The Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan





