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41

Ryuteki pipe, Uzuramaru
Kamakura period, 14th century
Sannomaru Shozokan

42

Kagura pipe, Chitose
Kamakura period, 14th century
Sannomaru Shozokan

43

Kagura pipe, Sazanami
Edo period, 19th century
Sannomaru Shozokan

44

Japanese koto zither, Kawagiri
Edo period, 18th century
Sannomaru Shozokan

45

Japanese koto zither, Hisakata
Tokugawa Nariaki

Edo period, 1857

Sannomaru Shozokan

46

So (koto) zither, Sazanami
Momoyama period, 16th century
Sannomaru Shozokan

47

So (koto) zither, Toraden
Muromachi period, 16th century
Sannomaru Shozokan

48

Biwa lute, Haryu

Momoyama period, 16th century
Sannomaru Shozokan

49

Biwa lute, Asahi
Tokugawa Nariaki
Edo period, 1854
Sannomaru Shozokan
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50

Drum

Edo period, 1855
Sannomaru Shozokan

Costumes

51

Costume for Manzairaku dance
Board of the Ceremonies, Music
Department

52

Costume for Seigaiha dance
Board of the Ceremonies, Music
Department

53

Costume for Kitoku dance
Board of the Ceremonies, Music
Department

54

Costume for Azuma-asobi dance
Board of the Ceremonies, Music
Department

55

Costume with Ban’e (round designs) print
Board of the Ceremonies, Music
Department

56

Costume for Karyobin dance
Board of the Ceremonies, Music
Department

57

Costume for Kocho dance
Board of the Ceremonies, Music
Department

58

Costume for Ranryo-o dance
Board of the Ceremonies, Music
Department

59

Costume for Sanju dance

Board of the Ceremonies, Music
Department

60

Costume for Battdo dance

Board of the Ceremonies, Music
Department

61

Costume for Nasori dance
Board of the Ceremonies, Music
Department

62

Costume for Ringa dance

Board of the Ceremonies, Music
Department

63

Costume for Hassen dance
Board of the Ceremonies, Music
Department
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Bonbonniére in the shape of a large drum
silver

1928

Sannomaru Shozokan

20

Bonbonniére in the shape of a headpiece
worn in Bugaku dance, Taiheiraku
silver

1928

Sannomaru Shozokan

Music scores and books

21

Scores for hiwa lute music
Minamoto Tsunenobu

ink on decorated paper

Heian period, 11th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

22

Scores for biwa lute music
Fujiwara Moronaga

ink on paper

Kamakura period, 1187

Archives and Mausolea Department

23

Scores for biwa lute music
Fujiwara Moronaga

ink on paper

Kamakura period, 1189

Archives and Mausolea Department

24

Scores for biwa lute music
Fujiwara Hiroko

ink on decorated paper

Kamakura period, 1267

Archives and Mausolea Department

25

Scores for biwa lute music
Emperor Gofushimi

ink on decorated paper

Kamakura period, 14th century
Archives and Mausolea Department

26

Scores for biwa lute music
Emperor Sukd

ink on decorated paper
Nambokucho period, 1358
Archives and Mausolea Department

27

Scores for pipe music

Kazan’in Nagamasa

ink on paper

Kamakura period, 1287

Archives and Mausolea Department

28

Letters on Gagaku

Prince Yoshihito

ink on paper

Muromachi period, 1400~ 16
Archives and Mausolea Department

29

Scrolls with documents on Gagaku
Copied by Taira Koreari

ink on paper

Muromachi period, 1405

Archives and Mausolea Department

30

Book on Gagaku

Prince Yoshihito

ink on paper

Nambokucho period, 1379
Archives and Mausolea Department

31

Scenes of old Gagaku

ink on paper

Edo period, 17th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

Musical instruments

32

Sho (pipe mouth organ), Choyomaru
Kamakura period, 14th century, lacquered
body-Momoyama period, 16th century
Sannomaru Shozokan

33

Sho, Kinpumaru

Seison

Kamakura period, 1305, lacquered body-
Meiji period, 1894

Sannomaru Shozokan

34

Sho, Hatomaru

Gyoen

Kamakura period, 1231, lacquered body-
Edo period, 17-18th century

Sannomaru Shozokan

35

Sho, Shun’nomaru

Gyoen

Kamakura period, 1295, lacquered body-
Edo period, 17-18th century

Sannomaru Shozokan

36

Sho, Ban’e

Muromachi period, 15th century
Sannomaru Shozokan

37

Sho, Sansui

Tsuji Chikaie

Edo period, 1708
Sannomaru Shozokan

38
Ryiiteki pipe, Kasagi
Heian period, 11-12th century

Sannomaru Shozokan

39
Ryiiteki pipe, Asahimaru
Heian period, 11-12th century

Sannomaru Shozokan

40

Ryiiteki pipe, Shun’noden
Heian period, 11-12th century
Sannomaru Shozokan
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v



List of Exhibits

Paintings

1

Kasuga Gongen Kenki E (Legends of
Kasuga Shrine), scroll no.2 and no.7

Takashina Takakane
color on silk

Kamakura period, 1309
Sannomaru Shozokan

2

Album of scenes from Tale of Genji
Attributed to Tosa Mitsunori

color on paper

Edo period, 17th century
Sannomaru Shozokan

3

Screen of Sanju and Kitoku
Kand Eigaku

color on silk

Edo period, 19th century
Sannomaru Shozokan

4

Scene of Emperor visiting his parents

Ukita Ikkei

ink on paper

Edo period, c.1843

Imperial Properties (Board of
Chamberlain)

5

Pictorial scroll of yearly events
color on paper

Edo period, 19th century

Archives and Mausolea Department

6

Drawing album of Gagaku
color on silk

1884

Sannomaru Shozokan

iv List of Exhibits

7

Scenes of customary Imperial affairs
Higuchi Moriyasu

color on silk

1887

Sannomaru Shozokan

Crafts and Sculptures

8

Incense box with Japanese houseboat and
percussion instrument design in makie
lacquer on wood with makie

Muromachi period, 16th century
Sannomaru Shozokan

9

Inrd with design of Kochd dance in makie
Koryu

lacquer on wood with makie

Edo period, 19th century

Sannomaru Shozokan

10

Vase with Bugaku dance design
Namikawa Yasuyuki

cloisonné

1877

Sannomaru Shozokan

11

Ranryo-o dance
Unno Shomin

metal carving

1890

Sannomaru Shozokan

12

Genjoraku dance
Morikawa Toen

carved wood with colors
1893

Sannomaru Shozokan

13

Taiheiraku dance
Unno Shomin

metal carving

1899

Sannomaru Shozokan

14

Manzairaku dance

Takamura Koun, Yamazaki Choun
bronze

1916

Sannomaru Shozokan

15

Manzairaku dance
Yamazaki Choun

carved wood with colors
1928

Sannomaru Shozokan

16

Manzairaku dance
Tokuda Yasokichi I
ceramic

1928

Sannomaru Shozokan

17
Cabinet with Bugaku dance design in
makie

Nishimura Hikobei VIII (Zohiko)
lacquer on wood with makie

1928

Sannomaru Shozokan

18

Bonbonniere in the shape of a bird form

headpiece worn in a Bugaku dance
silver

1926

Sannomaru Shozokan



Foreword

Gagaku is one of the many long cultural traditions of the Imperial Court passed down to
the present day. Today, the Board of the Ceremonies, Music Department still succeeds the
ancient Gagaku traditions, performing on accounts of Court events and also open to the
public in Spring and Autumn performances.

Gagaku shows the elegance created in the ancient times by mysterious, refined and bril-
liant music and dance, and its even humorous expression invites viewers into a different
time and space, fascinating many people. Furthermore, it has influenced art works greatly,
creating a wide variety of designs.

In this exhibition, we introduce the musical instruments, music scores, various designs
expressed in paintings and craft works, and brilliant designs of costumes used within
Gagaku dances, which have been used by the people in the Court as part of their knowl-
edge of arts.

There are a number of Gagaku compositions, some coming from the Asian Continent,
and some said to have been created within Japan. Japanese songs and verse were connect-
ed to the Gigaku and Sangaku that was transcended from the continent during the Nara
period, and gradually became a graceful performance. The Imperial Court and powerful
temples became related with this situation of formation and their oral tradition, and it
became an essential part of Court ceremonies and temple rituals. Therefore, the instru-
ments and costumes used in the Gagaku performances are generally beautifully made with
selected materials. They have been continuously created with the superior techniques of
each era.

The development of the design fostered within this tradition can be seen through the
valuable Gagaku music scores, Gagaku books, and paintings from the Heian to Kamakura
periods, along with paintings and craft works since the early modern eras, and also con-
temporary Gagaku costumes. We hope they will enable us to experience one of the tradi-
tional cultures our country can be proud of, and be aware of the importance of passing
down the Japanese culture.

April, 2005
The Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

(Translated by Hiroko Yokomizo)



Gagalku
(Japanese Imperial Court Music)
— the tradition and beauty of design

April 16 (Sat.) — July 10 (Sun.)

The Museum of the Imperial Collections, Tokyo
Sannomaru Shozokan





