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46

Takamura Koun
Monkey

1922

carved wood
28.0X39.0x41.0

47

Kitahara Senroku
Sheep

1928

metalwork
27.0x46.5X25.0

48

Akahori Nobuhira
Rabbit

1949

carved wood
8.2x12.0x14.4

49

Akahori Nobuhira
Cow

1949

carved wood
7.9x22.1x18.0

50

Ando Rokuzan
Persimmon

1920

carved and dyed ivory
22.4X27.7X129

51

artist unknown
Camelia

Early Showa period
carved and dyed ivory
13.3X25.6X13.8

5_2
Oshima Joun

Chrysanthemum branch

c.1928
cast metal
20.3X28.7X15.7

53

Sasaki Niroku
Clintonia

1928

ceramic

D39.0 X H46.0

54

Kusube Yaichi
Peach

1941

ceramic
W19.5xXHI12.5

55

Ohashi Tokiyoshi
Two children
1931

color on plaster
10.3X19.0X33.0

56

Ohashi Tokiyoshi
Girl reading a book
1931

color on plaster
23.0X26.5x35.5

IV. The Division of Dolls

57

Morikawa Toen
Kumasaka Chohan
1893

color on carved wood
21.0x25.0x31.5

58

Morikawa Toen
Genjoraku

1893

color on carved wood
22.0x22.0x30.0

59

artist unknown
Catching a heron
Early Taisho period
color on carved wood
W42.0 X H42.0

60

Yoshida Hakurei
Doll

1924

color on carved wood
W30.0 X H26.0 each

61

Yamazaki Choun
Child and dog

1928

color on carved wood
10.3X13.2X25.5

62

Yamazaki Choun
Manzai-raku dance
1928

color on carved wood
48.0X67.5X60.0

63
Goto Naoshi

color on carved wood
H35.8

64

artist unknown
Manchurian dolls
Early Showa period
color on carved wood
H7.0~14.0

65

Hirata Goyo

Paradise

1940

color on paper-mache
H32.6

66

Machino Kimiko
Making up

1944

gofun on carved wood
H23.8

67

artist unknown

A fine day in May
Showa period
carved wood with gofun
H17.8

68

Obara Sukue
Spinning a top
Showa period
carved wood with gofun

HI19.8

69

Noguchi Mitsuhiko
Child holding a bell
Showa period
carved wood with gofun
H32.5



Il . The Formation of Japanese
Sculpture Expression

Reference exhibit

Francois Auguste Rene Rodin
Stricken Caryiatid

1880-81

cast metal

22.0X25.0X43.0

23

Shinkai Taketaro
Unison

1911

carved wood
19.0X45.0x27.0

24

Shinkai Taketard

Memorial day of war victory
1912

carved wood
23.0X29.0x71.0

25

Goto Naoshi

Women of an ancient era
1915

color on carved wood
H75.0

26

Yamazaki Choun
Water goddess
1915

carved wood
21.0X24.0X28.5

27

Fujii Hirosuke

Women of an ancient era
1923

cast metal

28

Ikeda Yuhachi
Rest

1922

cast metal

14.0 X51.5x30.0

29

Terahata Sukenojo
When snow melts
1922

carved wood
19.0 X 18.7 xX51.0

30

Shinkai Taketaro
Song of the bell
1924

carved wood
20.0x27.0X47.0

31

Shinkai Taketaro
Farmers

1925

cast metal
20.0x32.0x45.0

32

Morino Enzo
Water

1926

carved wood
W67.0XH61.0

33

Shinkai Takezo

Man and woman

1928

color on carved wood

man : 18.5x23.5x53.0
woman : 18.2X23.5xX48.0

34

Ikeda Yuhachi
Maternity

1928

carved stone (marble)
49.0X31.3X322

35

Fujii Hirosuke

Borzoi (Russian wolf hound)
1928

cast metal

23.8X43.9x46.0

36

Shiseido Stereoscopic Photograph Section
Stereoscopic photograph of Princess
Chichibu

1929

cast silver

17.5X20.8X36.4

37

Shiseido Stereoscopic Photograph Section
Stereoscopic photograph of Princess
Chichibu

1929

cast metal

17.5X20.8 X36.4

Il. “Okimono” still created

38

Takamura Koun and Yamazaki Choun
Manzai-raku dance

1915

cast metal

48.0x50.0X63.0

39

Sasaki Niroku

Kannon (Avalokitesvara)
1922

ceramic
11.0X15.0X45.0

40

artist unknown

Old man and woman in Takasago drama
1924

ceramic

old man : H38.0 old woman : H29.0

41

Joun

Child riding cow
Early Showa period
metalwork
12.0<30.0x22.7

42

artist unknown
Rooster

1916

lacquer work
40.0<83.0x60.5

43

Kano Seiun

Goose

1925

metalwork

gander : H28.9 goose : H13.8

44

Kobayashi Kako

Rooster and hen

1928

metalwork

rooster : H26.4 hen: H16.4

45

Shoko-shokan Tojiki Shikenjo (Ceramic
Laboratory of the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry)

Peregrine with cobalt underglaze

1933

ceramic

D12.0 X H30.0
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List of Exhibits

1. The Era of the “Okimono”

1

artist unknown

Hermit blowing shell, Inbe ware
Late Edo to early Meiji period
ceramic

H38.0

2

artist unknown
Hotei, Bizen ware
Meiji period
ceramic

H72.0

3

Yamada Kisai
Ogre god

1889

carved wood
20.0x20.0xX32.0

4

Unno Shomin

Bugaku dancer, Raryo-0
1890

metalwork
28.0x32.0X33.5

5

Takamura Koun

Bantams

1889

carved wood

rooster : 20.0X20.0 X 32.0
hen:12.0X22.5X21.0

6

Izumi Seijo

Rooster and hen

Meiji period

cast metal

rooster : 11.5x20.0X33.0
hen:9.0xX17.0x18.5

7

Kano Natsuo and Unno Shomin
Wagtail on rock

1894

metalwork

16.4X23.2X19.0

8

Gotd Sadayuki

Various horses

1890

color on carved wood

(Dchestnut racing horse : 20.0 X 60.0X61.0

@ gray riding horse : 20.0X60.0 X 65.0

(@ dark brown wagon horse :
20.0x60.0 X 54.0

@fawn colored riding horse :
20.0x60.0X63.0

& fawn dappled farming horse:
20.0x60.0X60.0

9

artist unknown
Horse

1894

cast metal
17.5X36.0X44.5

10

Ishikawa Mitsuaki
Falconer

1900

carved ivory
12.7X22.0X42.1

11

Asahi Gyokuzan
Court lady

1901

carved ivory
39.0X51.0x59.0

12

Takamura Koun

Messenger of important letters
around 1900

carved wood
21.8X22.3x52.0

13

Takamura Koun
Mountain witch
1899

carved wood
32.0X42.0%X67.2

14

Yamazaki Choun
Girl

1900

cast metal
18.0xX27.0X63.0

15

Yamazaki Choun
Sculptor and model
1906

cast metal
35.0X35.0X66.0

16

Yokota Shuichi
Soldier blowing a horn
1906

cast metal
30.0xX48.5X65.0

17

artist unknown

Seller of offerings

late Meiji period

colored carved ivory and fishbone
9.4X13.1X94

18

Takamura Koun and Takenouchi Hisakazu
Crane and tortoise

1907

color on carved wood

H18.4

19

Ishikawa Mitsuaki
Deer

1907

carved ivory
HI11.0

20

Sugisaki Masatoshi

Child blowing soap bubbles
late Meiji period

carved ivory

32X43X11.0
21

Hayashi Hozan
Toy seller

1910

carved ivory
9.4x10.8X29.4

22

Kimura Rytisho

Children trifling with goldfish
1910

carved ivory

9.0x9.6xX14.7



Concerning this exhibition
Toshiyuki Ohkuma

Head Curator, the Museum of the Imperial Collections, Tokyo

In recent years, reconsideration of modern Japanese art history has been
attempted actively among the Japanese art world. Noteworthy among these
attempts is the rise of reconsideration on the formation of the division referred
to as “kogei” (ordinarily translated as crafts), and the establishment of an out-
line of this division, through various articles and exhibitions. Within this
interest towards the history of “kogei” by scholars, the matter of “okimono”
has always been observed yet not clearly defined until the present day.

The Japanese people commonly refer to a certain type of art objects as
“okimono”. At times this term is used with a feeling of fondness, and at times
it is used with a touch of contempt. This is because most of the objects that
are considered as “okimono” are not high quality works of fine art, but vulgar
objects that common people can obtain easily as interior ornaments.

When searching the term “okimono™ in Japanese web sites on the Internet,
the result is almost always information on miscellancous objects that by no
means can be considered as fine art, whether they are products in an on-line
shop or of personal collections. They are not necessarily produced within
Japan, and their material may be anything such as plastic. Neither does it mat-
ter whether they are mass-produced objects. What is important is whether
they suit the tastes of each individual, and are rather small in size to constant-
ly adorn the owners’ room. These are what are presently called “okimono”.
Motifs are mainly human beings or birds and animals, but occasionally artifi-
cial things such as vehicles and buildings are also referred to as “okimono”
instead of models or miniatures.

However, when one attempts to consider the matter about just what “oki-
mono” means within modern Japanese art history, he realizes that it is a quite
difficult problem.

Observing actual objects and documents on the huge amount of “artistic”
three dimensional objects created in Japan’s modern era beginning in the
Meiji period, we find that a large number of them are referred to as “oki-
mono”. Works of the Meiji era are often originally named including the term
“okimono”, in records when they were created and on their original boxes.

However, many of the okimono made in the Meiji era were by ceramic or
metal craftsmen, creating an issue troubling scholars. These ceramic and
metal okimono are easily considered within the present concept of fine art as
“kogei”, making the okimono one of the forms of kogei expression. At the
same time, artists considered today as sculptors also created works originally
titled as an okimono made of carved wood or ivory, or modeling, without any
controversy. There are many examples of similar motifs and style of expres-
sion created with different techniques and materials, such as no.5 and no.6,
created by “sculptor” Takamura Koun and metal “craftsman™ Izumi Seijo. Is
okimono also a form of expression within the sculpture division? If so, just
what division is it to be defined ? What is the difference between okimono
and sculpture ?

It is a surprising fact that none of the art or aesthetic dictionaries, nor intro-
duction books on art theories, art history, or aesthetics published within
Japan, include the term “okimono”, thus making it impossible to find its defi-
nition. The reason for this is as mentioned, that within the mentality of the
present Japanese, “okimono™ is considered as only an object to fondle, treated
lower than artistic objects including crafts. Therefore, today’s authoritative art
researchers and museum curators considering themselves elite, have attempt-
ed to omit the term “okimono” from the original title in their writings, and
deal Takamura Koun’s works as sculpture.

Nevertheless, the category of “okimono” did exist in history. Meanhile, the
western concept of sculpture became established within modern and contem-
porary Japanese art. Furthermore, within the ordinary life of today’s Japanese,

we think these two categories do not overlap at all. However, strangely when
we view three dimensional works at an exhibition, we feel that some are
sculptures, and some are okimono. Just what is the reason for this ?

In the English and French speaking worlds, there is a tendency to refer to
small modern Japanese three-dimensional objects created by craft methods as
“OKIMONO”, considering them as decorative arts similar to western objet
d’art, but within Japan this matter is not so simple. This is because even after
the late Meiji period when the division of sculpture by its western modern
concept is said to have been established, wood sculptors continued to create
okimono, even as their artistic works to enter in exhibitions. This is the differ-
ence between the modeling sculptors who tried to establish modern western-
like modeling expressions by reception of Rodinism, parting from traditional
Japanese sense of beauty.

What makes the matter more confusing is that since the Meiji era, it is dif-
ficult to find a clear difference between the consciousness of creators of
wooden sculpture and wooden dolls. Spurring this confusion, sculptors such
as Yamazaki Choun and Yoshida Hakurei (n0.60-62) who readily had rela-
tions with doll creators appeared from the end of the Taisho to early Showa
eras. They included the formative features of painted wooden dolls within
their sculptures. On the other hand, doll creators with a new consciousness
emerged such as Hirata Goyo, who were triggered by the new originality in
expression among sculpture. In this way, not only the relation between oki-
mono and sculpture, but also the relation between sculpture and dolls became
a new matter within modern Japanese history.

As we have seen, the history of modern Japanese three-dimensional figures
mainly with human figures, birds, and animal motifs has a quite complicated
situation. There is a basic difference from the western idea distinguishing
sculpture as fine art and decorative art. Therefore, in order to solve this prob-
lem, it is difficult to achieve results considering the sculpture, craft and doll
divisions individually.

This exhibition was planned as a clue to verify the history of modern
Japanese three-dimensional expressions. It is formed by 4 parts;

The Ist corner is titled The Era of the Okimono, introducing 22 objects
from the end of the Edo period to the Meiji period. This is the era when the
traditional “okimono” in Japan were considered equivalent with the western
concept of sculpture within the reception of western concepts of art. Three-
dimensional images with motifs of organic beings were considered as an oki-
mono, whether made by craft or sculpture techniques. Furthermore, there
were few that accurately grasped and actually practiced the western concept
of sculpture. Just what was “okimono™ ? It featured a rather small size, a ten-
dency of legend depiction, a base serving as the stage of the legend, and
emphasis on a quite realistic exterior surface due from intricate craftsmanship.

In contrast, the 2nd corner titled The Formation of Japanese Sculpture
Expression was an attempt of western impressionism in wooden sculpture
since the reception of Rodinism. Among the wooden sculptors, we introduce
works of those who attempted to capture a modern style. However, a trace of
okimono is still often seen within them.

Meanwhile, were okimono no longer created since the concept and division
of sculpture was commonly recognized among the public in the Taisho era ?
Of course not. Certainly, okimono works depicting actual human figures were
no longer created, and though there were exceptions, only craftsmen contin-
ued to create okimono. To create okimono was considered a disgrace for
sculptors as artists. However, the division of okimono still continued, and the
creator attempted to include artistic sense within them. At the same time,
three-dimensional works depicting plants were created, which was a motif
that would never be depicted in the sculpture division. This situation is intro-
duced in the 3rd corner, “Okimono” still created.

Last of all, in the 4th corner, we introduce the The Division of Dolls, show-
ing the relations between sculpture and dolls. It has a unique history of mod-
ern Japanese three-dimensional figure division that would never be under-
stood within western art history or aesthetic concepts. We hope visitors will
be able to understand this history, and the ample range of this division.
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Foreword

Man has created various three dimensional figures of human and living beings
from ancient times. These are now considered as either sculptures or dolls.
However, the term “sculpture” is a new term used widely since the Meiji era, and
in the early Meiji period, almost all three dimensional figures other than dolls
were referred to as “okimono”. We know that almost all of the three dimensional
figures in the Sannomaru Shozokan collection had the term “okimono” in its title,
which is the result of the concept of three dimensional figures during the early
Meiji period.

However, since around the middle of the Meiji era, “okimono” and sculpture were
divided within the Japanese art world along with the reception of western art ideas.
If so, what is the difference between Modern Japanese “okimono” and western
sculpture ? Furthermore, just why was the idea formulated to discriminate the two ?
Indeed, there are many objects within modern Japanese sculpture that are difficult
to distinguish between what is referred to as “okimono”, and how should these be
treated ?

This exhibition is an attempt to reconsider the historical significance and features
of the modern Japanese traditional sculpture works, starting from matters of
okimono and sculpture, and also modern dolls, which overlaps with these divisions.

March, 2004
The Museum of the Imperial Collections, Tokyo
Sannomaru Shozokan
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