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1911

textile

86.5X78.0
Sannomaru Shozokan

49

Kobayashi Yoshio

Screen with design of ribbons in silk with
light brown stripes

1911

textile

85.0X75.5

Sannomaru Shozokan

III. A Compromise between the
Various Art Styles, Brimming
Decor.

50

Namikawa Sousuke

Flower vessel with flower and kinkacho
(sparrow) design

1889

cloisonne

D.79.8, H.45.7 each

Sannomaru Shozokan

51

Shippou Gaisha

Vase with flowers and birds design on dark
blue ground

1889

cloisonne

D45.0, H.79.0 each

Sannomaru Shozokan

52

Ornament of red branch coral in a flower pot
1897

coral, jewels and metalwork

47.0X70.0X50.0

Sannomaru Shozokan

53

Araki Kanpo
Wisteria and peony
1884

color on silk
48.5X72.5,57.5X82.0

Sannomaru Shozokan

54

Noguchi Yukoku
Irises

1884

color on silk
48.5X72.5,57.5X82.0
Sannomaru Shozokan

55

Watanabe Shouka

Chicken and praying mantis
1884

color on silk
48.5X72.5,57.5X82.0

Sannomaru Shozokan

56

Candle stand with chrysanthemum design in
black lacquer

Meiji period

lacquer

D.36.5, H.52.4

Sannomaru Shozokan

57

Chrysanthemum candle stand
Meiji period

meral

D.27.5, H.43.5

Supply Division

58
Candle stand
Meiji period

lTlL’["ll
?

The Supplies Department

59

Kawanobe Iccho

Cabinet with chrysanthemum design in
makie and raden

1903

lacquer on wood, makie, raden
46.8X135.5X122.0

Sannomaru Shozokan

60

Dragon with crystal ball

Early Meiji period

metal and lacquer

crystal ball: D.16.4, total H.: 100.0
Sannomaru Shozokan

61

Yamao Jikichi

Incense burner in form of a rooster
1900

metal carving

21.5X29.0X45.0

Sannomaru Shozokan

62

Nakagawa Yoshizane
Auspicious dragon
1900

metal and lacquer
33.0X74.0X71.5

Sannomaru Shozokan

63

Ministry of the Imperial Household
Design sketchbook of tableware
Meiji period

color on paper

27.3X38.0~31.0X41.7

Imperial Cuisine Department

64

Seiji Gaisha

Tableware with screen and wave design
1880's

ceramic

long dish: D.61.1, H.6.5

middle long dish: D.38.8, H.4.3

round dish: D.27.7, H.3.5

large lidded container: D.24.8, H.14.3
middle lidded container: D.19.3, H.11.9
small lidded container: D.17.7, H.14.9
omodaka shaped dish: D.19.7, H.2.8
deep bowl: D.13.5, H.6.8

Imperial Cuisine Department

65

Ornament stand for vase with bugaku dancer
design

1877

lacquer on wood,

13.5X16.8X5.0

Sannomaru Shozokan

66
Maeda Kosetsu
Ornament stand for silver wagtails on rocks

ornament

1894

color on wood
27.7X46.5X14.5
Sannomaru Shozokan

67

Sugitani Sessho
Flower and birds
1890’s

color on silk
217.2X145.7
Sannomaru Shozokan

68

Kawabata Gyokusho
Group of monkeys
c.1890

color on silk
228.4X144.4
Sannomaru Shozokan

69

Kawanobe Kyoun
One hundred Hotei
1894

color on silk
216.0X141.7

Sannomaru Shozokan

70

Noguchi Shohin
Green bamboo
1894

color on silk

193.0 X 84.8
Sannomaru Shozokan

71
Hashimoto Gaho

Landscape in ink

late 1890's to early 1900's
color on silk

147.0 X 86.2

Sannomaru Shozokan



23

China

Jar with tube ears, chayomatsu glaze
China, Qing Dynasty (18th century)
ceramic

D.35.0, H.50.0

Sannomaru Shozokan

24

China

Vase with red glaze

China, Qing Dynasty (18th-19th century)
ceramic

D.23.0, H.58.5

Sannomaru Shozokan

25

China

Vase, Keitokuchin ware

China, Qing Dynasty (19th century)
ceramic

D.23.5, H.57.5 each

Sannomaru Shozokan

26

Takahashi Dohachi V

White vase with cloud design
late Meiji period

ceramic

D.24.7, H.33.0

Sannomaru Shozokan
(2) Within Westernization

27

Minton, co., Great Britain

Compote with Imperial crest (fruit dish)
c.1870-80

ceramic

D.32.7, H.23.2

Imperial Cuisine Department

28

Minton, co., Great Britain

Compote with Imperial crest (fruit dish)
c.1870-80

ceramic

D.26.5, H.39.2

Imperial Cuisine Department

29

Minton, co., Great Britain

Compote with Imperial crest (fruit dish)
c.1870-80

ceramic

D.24.6, H.6.7

Imperial Cuisine Department

30

Minton, co., Great Britain
Cake dish with Imperial crest
c.1870-80

ceramic

D.20.0, H.1.9

Imperial Cuisine Department

31
Minton, co., Great Britain
Bowl with Imperial crest

—

¢.1870-80

ceramic

D.16.3, H.7.9

Imperial Cuisine Department

32

Minton, co., Great Britain

Cup and saucer with Imperial crest

c.1870-80

ceramic

cup: D.5.6, H.6.4, saucer: D.14.0, H.2.0, total H.7.0

Imperial Cuisine Department

33

Seiji Gaisha

Cup and saucer with Imperial crest

c.1880

ceramic

cup: D.5.3, H.6.4, saucer: D.14.2, H.2.3, total H7.0
Imperial Cuisine Department

34

Tsuji

Cup and saucer with Imperial crest

Middle Meiji period

ceramic

cup: D.6.0, H.6.6, saucer: D.13.9, H.1.6, rotal H7.2
Imperial Cuisine Department

35

Great Britain

Decanter with Imperial crest in gravure
late 19th century

glass

D.11.2, H.26.6, total H.32.3

Imperial Cuisine Department

36

Great Britain

Woater jar with Imperial crest in gravure
late 19th century

glass

D.9.2, H.19.9

Imperial Cuisine Department

37

Great Britain

Goblet with Imperial crest in gravure
late 19th century

glass

D.7.7,.H16.7

Imperial Cuisine Department

38

Great Britain

Custard cup and saucer with Imperial crest in
gravure

late 19th century

glass

cup: D.5.0, H.7.7, saucer: D.12.1, H.1.9, total H.8.1

Imperial Cuisine Department

39

Japan

Custard cup and saucer with Imperial crest in
gravure

late 19th century

glass
cup: D.5.1, H.7.3, saucer: D.11.8, H.2.1, total H7.7

Imperial Cuisine Department

40

Great Britain

Silver pot with warmer
late 19th century

silver

pot: H.31.5, H.44.6

Imperial Cuisine Department

41

Great Britain

Silver pot

late 19th century

silver

H.28.1

Imperial Cuisine Department

42

Great Britain

Incense burner in form of candle stand
late 19th century

glass

D.7.8, H.8.7

Sannomaru Shozokan

43

Candle stand
Meiji period
metal

D.30.5, H.65.5
Supply Division

44

Germany

Clock in shape of boat
late 19th century

metal

17.5X43.5X38.5

Sannomaru Shozokan

45
France

Clock in shape of torpedo boat
late 19th century

nwtnl

clock: 25.0X59.5 X 36.0, base: 36.2X69.5X7.0

Sannomaru Shozokan

46

France

Clock in shape of balloon
late 19th century

metal

16.0X42.0X43.8
Sannomaru Shozokan

47

Yamamoto Hosui
Stonegate of Sogen Temple
1887-1889

oil on canvas

45.7X60.8, 84.8 X70.4

Sannomaru Shozokan

48
lida Shinshichi ITI

Screen with design of western flowers in silk

with light green stripes



List of Exhibits

1. Succession of Traditional Art and its
Restoration

(1) Cladding in Flower and Bird Designs,
and Decorating with Landscapes

1
Vase with flowers and birds design, Satsuma

ware

Early Meiji period
ceramic

D.29.0, H.67.0
Sannomaru Shozokan

2

Chin Jukan XII

Incense burner with chrysanthemum
decoration, Satsuma ware

1893

ceramic

D.17.5, H.38.9

Sannomaru Shozokan

3

Kanzan Denshichi

Vase with flowers and grasses design
Middle Meiji period

ceramic

D.23.6, H.52.5 each

Sannomaru Shozokan

4

Oshige Chuzaemon?(Japan)

Wine glass with Imperial crest and bird
design in gravure

c.1887

glass

D.5.3, H.10.7

Imperial Cuisine Department

5

Ministry of the Imperial Household
Design sketchbook of tableware
Meiji period

color on paper

27.3X38.0~31.0X41.7

Imperial Cuisine Department

6
lida Shinshichi II1
Velvet yuzen dyeing screen with reeds and

wild duck design
1911

textile

88.0X93.0
Sannomaru Shozokan

7

Sugita Kogorou

Velvet yuzen dyeing screen
1903

textile
97.0X99.0

Sannomaru Shozokan

8

Sugita Kogorou

Velvet yuzen dyeing screen with spring
landscape design

1903

textile

96.5X98.5

Sannomaru Shozokan

9

Namikawa Sousuke
Mt. Fuji

early 1890's

cloisonne

43.0X75.0
Sannomaru Shozokan

(2) Admiring Ancient Eras - Forms and
Patterns

10

Hata Zoroku

Bronze vase in ancient Chinese kanae style
1878

metal

D.24.0, H.42.5

Sannomaru Shozokan

11
Hata Zoroku
Brass incense burner in ancient Chinese wine

vessel style

1882

metal
14.0X20.2X14.0
Sannomaru Shozokan

12

Kako

Bronze vase in ancient Chinese kanae style
with cloud and dragon design

c. 1889

n1e[al

D.36.0, H.57.0

Sannomaru Shozokan

13

Kanazawa Doki Gaisha

Vase with flower, grass and arabesque designs
in gold and silver inlay

1891

metal

D.60.5, H.28.5

Sannomaru Shozokan

14

Kagawa Katsuhiro

Flower vessel with phoenix design in silver
iroe

1905

metal

D.53.5, H.61.5 each

Sannomaru Shozokan

15

Ministry of the Imperial Household
Design sketchbook of tableware
Meiji period

color on paper

37.3X38.0~31.0X41.7

Imperial Cuisine Department

16

Kanzan Denshichi

Tableware with phoenix and bamboo design
1870-80's

ceramic

soup bowl : D.23.5, H.4.8, dish: D.23.6, H.2.5,
confectionary dish : D.21.6, H.2.2, bread dish:
D.19.0, H.1.8

Imperial Cuisine Department

17

Seiji Gaisha

Desert plate with bird holding a flower design
1880's

ceramic

D.22.5,H.2.3

Imperial Cuisine Department

II. From East and West
(1) The Chinese Tastes

18
China

12 scenes of Rantei

China, Qing Dynasty (late 18th century)
jewel picture

21.0X15.0 each

Sannomaru Shozokan

19

Nagai Koho

Washing a horse at a river in spring
c.1883

color on silk

125.7X56.0

Sannomaru Shozokan

20

Tanomura Chokunyu

A Study among plum blossoms
1884

color on silk

128.4X56.6

Sannomaru Shozokan

21

Itsukushima Koseki

Seioubo (Chinese legendary goddess)
1897

color on silk

161.5X70.2

Sannomaru Shozokan

22
Sandalwood cabinet with carved pine and

bamboo design
1902

sandalwood
37.5X106.5X 146.8
Sannomaru Shozokan

il



The Imperial Court Design - searching for harmony between the Japanese, Chinese and Western styles

Toshiyuki OHKUMA
Head Curator, the Museum of the Imperial Collections, Tokyo

When we discuss the modern Japanese form of society and culture,
beginning in the Meiji era, the Japanese often use the term, “half Japanese,
half Western”, without hesitation. This term has been used from a early stage
within the modern times, and a large majority of the Japanese people today
are unable to escape from this traditional aspect on the Japanese language,
manner of thinking, conventional habits, and the recognition of the world.
We take pride in “Japanese spirit”, although at the same time, we commonly
wear western style (or more precisely, American style) clothes and shoes
(mainly in the cities), but for some reason, take our shoes off within our
homes. We utilize the modern conveniences created in Europe and America,
eat western style food, and use words coming from the European languages
within our daily conversations. Ordinarily, most of the Japanese consider
Japan as part of the modern European and American culture area,
distinguished from the other Asian countries, but on occasions, we tend to
assert the “unique Japanese culture and spirit” different from both Western
and Asian countries. And yet in critical times such as the present financial
crisis still worsening, the Japanese often claim that we are “a member of
Asia”.

However, the average contemporary Japanese people probably believe
that Japan is a part of the Western Europe modern culture world. This is
actually the “brilliant” result of the National governmental policy during the
Meiji period, which promoted the “half Japanese, half Western” culture,
creating a Western style culture within Japan without losing the Japanese
spirit. It is needless to say that this led to the empty social circumstances of
today and a future lacking prospect. This does not mean that we should nor
are able to return to the situation of the Edo period, or the anachronistic
nationalism, nor can Japan start all over to become a genuine Western style
civilized nation. The crucial selection was made more than 150 years ago, and
history has progressed too far to allow any orbital adjustment.

Yet, when one looks carefully over the historical facts, we are surprised
to find that it was not only the “Japanese” and “Western” styles that were
combined to create the culture of this country ruled by the newly established
Meiji government, at least up to a certain point. From the end of the Edo
period to the early 1890’s, China was also just as important as the Western
countries, treated equally with its culture to be admired. Here “China” refers
to both the ancient country with its historical background, and also the Ming
and contemporary Qing Dynasties. The Qing Dynasty culture and the
intellectuals’ outlooks on life greatly inspired the Japanese intellectuals, who
enthusiastically gathered “living” information on culture, literature, arts and
sciences. This tendency was first seen in Nagasaki, creating a large trend in
Kobe and Osaka, and on to Tokyo, in a resolute manner. A major example of
this trend is the fact thac calligraphers and literati in the early Meiji period,
traveled to China to learn the newest calligraphy styles or to study the
orthodox understanding of ancient Chinese calligraphy. Among the common
people, Qing music was quite popular, not only in large cities, but also in the
rural areas by the 1890’s, where geishas were able to perform with Qing
musical instruments. This shows how widely the Qing culture was familiar in
Japan at the time.

In other words, to the Japanese people in the Meiji era, China also had
one of the newest fashionable cultures that should be receptive towards, along
with the Western countries. If so, the Japanese culture during the early to
middle Meiji era should not be referred to as only “half Japanese, half
Western”, but should also include China. Therefore, we should consider the
Meiji culture as a combination of Japanese, Chinese and Western styles.

However, since the 1890’s when Japanese “mistakenly” won the Sino-
Japanese war, unfortunately, Japan began to lose its admire towards China.
Furthermore, Japan once again “mistakenly” wins the Russo-Japanese war,
and this decisively caused Japan to neglect China from its political and
military situation among the world. The Japanese generally began to face
only towards the Western world powers, in other words, the European and
American advanced nations, and began to consider only Japan and those
Western countries to have the important cultures in the world. It is needless
to say that this concept has continued until recent years. Repeatedly, at least
until the 1890’s, the cultural style newly created within Japan was a
combination of Japanese, Chinese and Western elements. It is just that we
have been aimed to forget this phenomenon over history.

From this viewpoint, this exhibition has been planned to reconsider
aesthetical senses of Japanese form during the Meiji era, in spite of common
knowledge, based on actual art works. As a concrete theme, we have selected
the interiors of the Meiji Palace which was built in 1888, acting as the palace
until 1945 when it was entirely destroyed by fire.

Generally, the Meiji Palace has been described as wooden Western style
architecture with an Japanese exterior and a “half Japanese, half Western”
interior. Undoubtedly, the floor is wooden, the walls are cloth covered, the
furniture are western, but the ceiling is coffered and the paintings on the wall
are Nihonga, showing that the interior style does seem to be “half Japanese,
half Western”. Yet, in old photographs, Ming and Qing style Chinese wood
cabinets, cloisonne work, and corral which was popular in China as an
auspicious symbol, were placed in a flower pot. Literati paintings, Qing
Dynasty ceramics and pictorial craft works were used along with Western
table art, clocks and lamps. Within this mixed aesthetic sense, many hybrid
objects unique to the Meiji palace were created, such as a Western style
fireplace screen with a Nihonga painting textile covering it entirely, or vessels
with Japanese flower and bird designs on the body with Chinese dragon
handles. At the same time, furniture with various designs crowded excessively
were created meeting their peak around 1900. This kind of eccentric
aesthetic sense can also be seen in exported craft objects, but the spatial
beauty of these combined was probably unprecedented in Japan. It can be
considered a result of modern sovereign principles common with those seen
in the tastes of Emperor Kangxi of the Qing Dynasty or the 19th century
Victorian Style in England.

Of course this exhibition does not aim to reconstruct the Meiji Palace,
nor is it a display of a comprehensive survey. It is just a interim report at the
present point, and it will probably be necessary to correct mistakes within
this exhibition in the future. At any rate, we are holding this exhibition to
hope it will act as a contribution to rewrite, though partially, the stereotypes
among art history.



The Imperial Court Design —

searching for harmony between the Japanese, Chinese and Western styles

Exhibition term: Sat., September 27th - Sun., December 14th

1st term: Sat., September 27th - Sun., October 19th
2nd term: Sat., October 25th- Sun., November 16th
3rd term: Sat., November 22nd- Sun., December 14th

Foreword

Within the modernization of Japan starting from the Meiji period, the various
furnishings and ornaments decorating the interiors of the Imperial Palace begin to show
a new style differing from the traditional. Motifs such as Flowers and Birds or Famous
places were combined with realistic pictorial expressions, and were applied entirely
decorating large vases and western style tapestry screens to fit the vast space within the
western-style architecture. Also, within the trend of the Restoration of Imperial Rule,
tableware featuring old style designs and pseudo-classical flower vessels were newly
created.

On the other hand, along with the tendency of westernization under government policy,
European clocks and works of English Victorian table art style were used as interior
decorations. At the same time, Chinese styles of the Qing dynasty, which were
fashionable from the end of the Edo period to the turning of the century, were also
added to the interiors of the Imperial Palace.

As a result, a unique Imperial style with rich decor mixing Japanese, Chinese and
Western styles, is formed which meets its peak at the end of 19th century to the
beginning of the 20th century. This is none other than a trial to create a new aesthetic
space fit for the modern age.

This exhibition attempts to explore a section of the aesthetic sense of the Meiji period,
by reconsidering the various art works that decorated the Imperial Palace. It focuses on

pieces within our collection, in accordance with three themes.

September, 2003 Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shézokan, Tokyo

Museum of the Imperial Collections, Tokyo
Sannomaru Shozokan





