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D.5.5XW.6.3 XH.8.4

22,

Bonboniére with bird cage
1921

silver

D.5.2XH.8.3

23.

Bonboniére with rooster and basket
1924

silver

D.4.7XH.7.0

24,

Bonboniére with bird cage
1924

silver
D.5.35XW.4.25XH.5.4

25,

Bonboniere with bird cage
1924

silver

Di5:5 X HFS

26.

Bonboniére with bird cage
Artist unknown (produced by
Mitsukoshi Department Store)
silver

D.4.95XW.5.4 XH.5.0

27.

Pair of pigeons

Showa period

ivory

right D.4.5XW.10.3 XH.7.1
left D.4.2 XW.11.1 XH.6.1

28.

Pair of cranes

By Ezaki Eizo

1961

tortoise shell
D.25.0XW.44.0XH.31.0

29.

Various horses

By Gotd Sadayuki

5 pieces

1890, exhibited in the Third National
Exhibition

colored wood

(chestnut racing horse)
D.20.0XW.60.0XH.61.0
(gray riding horse)
D.20.0XW.60.0XH.65.0
(dark gray wagon horse)
D.20.0XW.60.0 XH.64.0
(fawn colored riding harse)
D.20.0XW.60.0 XH.63.0
(fawn dappled farming horse)
D.20.0XW.60.0 XH.60.0

30.

Model of horses, walking fawn
colored horse and trotting chestnut
horse

By Goto Shizuo

1911

colored wood

(walking fawn colored horse)
D.24.0XW.62.0XH.58.0
(trotting chestnut horse)
D.24.0XW.62.0XH.51.0

3.

Seller of offerings

Late Meiji period

colored ivory and fish bone
D.9.4XW.13.1XH.9.4

V. Usage

32,

Photograph album

One album (64 sheets)
1907

tortoise shell
D.27.8XW.38.1 XH.8.6

33.

Shelf for crowns

By Ezaki Eizo

1924

tortoise shell, gold and silver inlay

D.36.5XW.62.0 XH.50.5

34.

Tortoise shell vanity box and utensils
Design by Morita Keiho, made by
Ezaki Eizo

1928

tortoise shell with inlay

D.31.6 XW.35.4XH.9.5

35.

Benzaiten (Goddess of music)
1971

mother of pearl inlay
L.32.0XW.41.0

36.

Flower

By Ogawa Fusao
1962

shell
L.49.0XW.57.8

37

Scene of Ha'erbin Sea

3 pieces

1937

white birch, picture depicted with
burnt lines

D.54.7 each

38.

Scenery

Kushiro Kyodo Kogeihin Kenkytjo
1936

white birch bark

L.57.3 XW.83.7



List of Exhibits

I.Esteem / likeness

1.

Bracket Fungus

Meiji period

bracket fungus, wood
D.43.0XW.41.0XH.47.5

2,

Scholor’s Rock

Acquired in 1922

strange shaped stone
D.15.0XW.28.0XH.45.0

3.

Maguro stone similar to
Haguroyama, from Aizu
acquired in 1967

water stone (Toyama stone)
D.92XW.21.1XH.13.4

4.

Furuya stone from Kish
acquired in 1970

water stone (Toyama stone)
D.13.2XW.31.1 XH.13.7

5is

Potted corral tree

corral was exhibited in the Fifth
National Exhibition, 1903
potted ornament made in 1914

corral, precious stone, metalwork

D.45.0XW.70.0XH.67.0

6.
Red branched corral tree
made in 1897, exhibited in the

Second Fisheries Exhibition, 1897
corral, precious stone, metalwork

D.47.0XW.70.0 X H.50.0

11.Application

7

Flower vase

1928

lacquered persimmon wood

right D.26.0 X H.40.0,
left D.30.5XH.39.0

8.

Flower vase

c.1914

whale bone

D.17.3 XW.44.0 XH.46.0

9.

Sake wine cup

Meiji period

goose egg shell, makie
diameter 4.5XH.8.3

10.

Confectionery bowls
Meiji period
shaddock rind, makie,

lid - lacquered wood with makie

large bowl D.11.2XH.6.5,
small bow! D.10.2 XH.5.6

1. Imitation

11.
Shelf ornament, goldfish

Late Edo period to early Meiji period?

agate
right W.7.6, left W.8.1

T-2-

Lobster

c.1950

tortoise shell
D.35.5XW.51.0XH.43.0

13.

Corn cobs

By Nakagawa Ryuei
Late Meiji period

dyed ivory
D.7.2XW.30.3 XH.7 .4

14.
Potted western orchid
Taisho to early Showa period

dyed ivory
D.13.5XW.17.4XH.20.2

15

Japanese persimmon
1920

dyed ivory
D.22.4XW.27.7XH.12.9

16.

Camelia

Early Showa period

dyed ivory
D.13.3XW.25.6 XH.13.8

T

Rhodea Japonica (clintonia)
By Sasaki Niroku

1928

ceramic

D.39.0XH.46.0

IV.Reduction

18.

Potted mandarin
Meiji period
silver
D.6.8XH.9.1

19,

Potted lily
Meiji period
silver
D.7.1XH.10.5

20.

Bonboniere with potted
chrysanthemum

silver
D.4.2XW.4.75XH.10.4

21.

Bonboniére with pair of cranes
Artist unknown (produced by
Mitsukoshi Department Store)
silver



On the Planning of this Exhibition

Generally, fine art is divided into groups falling under
four main categories presently in Japan. The first category is
pre-modern Asian(Chinese and Korean) art and Japanese
Art. The second category is western art from classical
ancient eras to the middle of the 20th century. The third
category is contemporary art of all countries, from 1945 to
the present. The fourth category is Japanese modern art from
the Meiji period until 1945. This is also tacitly understood
to be the order of quality within the quite small Japanese art
related society. Furthermore, the divisions that form art are
restricted to calligraphy, which is only considered in the
first category, and the elite arts, namely paintings, sculpture,
crafts and design. However, in recent years due to
undesirable influence from some Western intellectuals,
divisions such as photography and screen images that could
never be included in formative arts, are also incorrectly
considered as “fine art”. (Incidentally, there is a famous
definition of “intellectuals” as persons who were educated
at a level higher than their own intelligence.) But actually,
this symbolically shows how the apprehension of “fine art”
in Japan has historically been set up with lack of
independence as an ad hoc concept. In other words, even
though the various formative objects other than calligraphy,
created within the Asian and Japanese historical and
cultural grounds could not possibly be simply divided into
the painting, sculpture, craft and design divisions, the
Japanese have been satisfied by omitting the objects which
did not fit into the western concept of “fine art”, as vulgar
things which could not be evaluated as art, since the 19th
century conservative western concept of art was accepted in
the Meiji era. That is why when photography and screen
images were advocated as art in the west, the Japanese
hastened to keep up with the times.

Should we continue to discuss culture and history, at a
standpoint always bound by the Western values ? Is it not
possible to rediscover and reconstruct our views of “fine
art” totally different from what it was until now, and shed
light upon our abundant legacy, by reconsidering the things
that were left out from the counterfeit modern Japan,
according to the historical theory immanent in the true
Japanese culture? Actually, this modest exhibition was
planned intending to do so.

By the way, what is the minimum condition for “fine
art” as an “art” in its Western meaning? This is probably that
it must be an expression of a highly spiritual sense and inner
feeling of life by the creative originality of an artist. In other
words, fine art is a creation that humans produce from nil.
However, in Asia and Japan this was not necessarily so.

It was not something rare to discover a certain form
within natural material itself, and treat it as an object for
aesthetic appreciation. The act of valuing the form created
by nature itself was an evidence of a superior discerning
eye. A representative example of this is the appreciation of
stones in which scenes of the great nature are imagined.
This is the discovery of the beauty in likening, which has in

Toshiyuki OHKUMA
Curator in Chief, Museum of Imperial Collections, Tokyo

its background an Asian sense of nature where humans and
nature should coexist, differing from the western idea of
nature as something humans must face. This Asian idea did
not cease even in the modern times, and there are a number
of times in history when “celebrated stones” were claimed
to be “fine art”. In the first section of this exhibition divided
into 5 sections, we will introduce the objects made of
natural materials barely processed, which were considered
as objects of appreciation. In the second section are
examples of attempts to create more value by adding
minimum processing to the natural form. They are works
based on the same aesthetic sense as the idea in the Cha-
no-yu tea ceremony, where a bamboo section simply cut is
treated as “craft” work.

In the third section we will introduce a number of
objects that are made to look exactly the same as a natural
thing using a totally different natural material. They look
real but feel totally different material-wise. These extremely
realistic forms have a charm that unconditionally attract its
viewer, but are considered as something artistically inferior
under the western aesthetic sense of realism. For example, a
wax doll is not “art” because a highly spiritual sense is not
set into it. However, then why are George Segal’s
“sculptures” considered as art? It is inscrutable, but in Japan,
there was no difference in evaluation between these kind of
forms and sculptural or craft objects. In the fourth section,
we introduce objects that continue to fascinate viewers
because they are miniatures of realistic forms. In one sense,
this might just be the typical Japanese aesthetic sense that
has not been lost from the pre-modern eras to today. This
may be understood by recalling bonsai (dwarfed trees).
Furthermore, this kind of aesthetic value flows within the
high quality Japanese figure works that fascinate fans
throughout the world. In the fifth section, we display “craft”
objects and “paintings” created by processing natural
material. These objects are examples of things that were
once considered as “fine art” at a certain time within
Japan's modern era, but were then dismissed from the
outline of the elite fine art, and regarded as inferior
“handicraft” or “souvenirs”.

It will probably be understood by this exhibition, that
the western concept of “fine art” does not have a universal
and absolute unwavering substance, time-wise or space-
wise. To begin with, if the there was an entity concept in
the west, shouldn't there be no need to respectfully admit
“photography” and “screen images” which are totally
heterogeneous expressions of visual language and not
“formative activity”, into the “fine arts”? Anyhow, we would
be very pleased if those who visit this exhibition, either
Japanese or foreign, would feel a doubt toward the
stereotyped concept of “fine art” from each of their own
cultural and historical viewpoints, and think again about
just what “fine art” actually is.



Foreword

When one refers to “fine arts” today, we usually think of the famous paintings and
sculpture of various times and places seen at museums and exhibition galleries. We are
also apt to think that they were created by an artist starting from nil, and that they must
be original art works which express the artist's own personality or his internal feelings.

However, in Japan, this common idea of “the fine arts”"="art”, is a comparatively
new way of thinking which gradually spread during the late Meiji era, accepting the
general conservative idea of Western aesthetics of the nineteenth century. The outline
of “art” was less rigid before then, and was more extensive in range. A vessel that is just
a cut bamboo section, is valued as a flower vase in the Cha-no-yu tea ceremonies still
in the present day. Water stones, which are presently tended to be considered more as
a hobby than “a work of art”,were objects of the aesthetic appreciation, treated equally
with painting and calligraphy before. Moreover, though works made modeled to look
the same as nature reproduced in other materials, are often considered as craftsmanship
inferior to “the fine arts” now, a precise distinction was not made between these and
the “artistic” sculpture works at least until a certain time in the modern era.
Furthermore, as for things that are no longer recognized as art in the present day in
Japan, such as various goods that are considered as “handicrafts” and “souvenirs”, they
actually once had joined the group that is referred to as “fine arts”.

In this exhibition we will introduce in five sections, the ornamental objects made
from natural materials as they are, and various craft works in our collection which
rarely get the opportunity to be displayed, as a chance to reconsider whether they are
really essentially different in value from the “artistic” paintings and sculptures. We hope
you are able to frankly enjoy the surprise and joy in the objects, without taking a rigid
stance toward “art” appreciation.

July 2002
The Museum of Imperial Collections (Sannomaru Shozokan)
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