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24
Set of ten utensils for incense identifying
game with scene of Shioyama in makie
Edo period, 18th century
Outer box and incense tray
Set of packets of incense identifying game
utensils, incense packets, etc.

25

Set of ten utensils for incense identifying
game with shinobugusa fern design in makie
Edo period, 18-19th century

Outer box, incense tray, various container.

26

Chest with Japanese pampas grass and bell
ring insect design in makie

Edo period, 17-18th century

H.16.7 15.3X25.7

27

Set of a writing desk and ink-stone box with
narrow ivy road design in makie
Momoyama to early Edo period, 16-17th
century

Writing desk : 34.5 %< 59.0 X 9.2

Ink-stone box : 29.0 X 26.9 X 7.0

28

Set of a stationary box and ink-stone box
with scene of Tale of [se in makie

Edo period, 19th century

Stationary box : 33.0 X 41.0 X 13.6
Ink-stone box : 23.8 X 25.6 X 5.2

29

Scroll box with wave and splash scene in
makie containing Eshi-no-Soshi

By Nakayama Komin

Edo period, 19th century

30
Cover designs of story and waka poem books
originated within the Court since the Edo
period

1) Torikaehaya - Paulownia design

Label written by Emperor Gosei

3 volumes

Edo period, 17th century

Owned by Archives and Mausolea

Department, Imperial Household Agency

2) Saishosho - Buttertly and bird design
By Emperor Reigen

15 volumes

Edo period, 17th century

Imperial Properties

iv

3) Taketori-monogatari - Bush clover
arabesque and plant roundel design

Label written by Emperor Reigen

1 volume

Edo period, 17th century

Owned by Archives and Mausolea
Department, Imperial Household Agency

4) Sumiyoshi Monogatari - Octopus
arabesque design

Label written by Emperor Reigen

1 volume

Edo period, 17th century

Owned by Archives and Mausolea
Department, Imperial Household Agency

5) Tosa-nikki - Chrysanthemum, peony
and plant design

Label written by Emperor Reigen

1 volume

Edo period, 17th century

Owned by Archives and Mausolea
Department, Imperial Household Agency

6) Genji-wahisho - Chrysanthemum and
peony arabesque

Label written by Emperor Reigen

1 volume

Edo period, 17th century

Owned by Archives and Mausolea
Department, Imperial Household Agency

7) Yamato Monogatari- Seaweed arabesque
and shell design

Label written by Emperor Reigen

1 volume

Edo period, 17th century

Owned by Archives and Mausolea
Department, Imperial Household Agency

8) Ochikubo Monogatari - Peony arabesque
and plant roundel design

Label written by Emperor Reigen

3 volumes

Edo period, 17th century

Owned by Archives and Mausolea
Department, Imperial Household Agency

9) Wagami-ni Tatoru Himegimi - Swirling
cloud and dragon design

Label written by Emperor Reigen

3 volumes

Edo period, 17th century

Owned by Archives and Mausolea
Department, Imperial Household Agency

10) Ama-no Karumo - Grape arabesque
and squirrel design

Label written by Emperor Reigen

3 volumes

Edo period, 17th century

Owned by Archives and Mausolea
Department, Imperial Household Agency

11) Sangen Ichiran - Grape arabesque and
squirrel design

Label written by Emperor Reigen

3 volumes

Edo period, 17th century

Owned by Archives and Mausolea
Department, Imperial Houschold Agency

12) Rokasho - Phoenix and peony
arabesque design

Label written by Emperor Reigen

3 volumes

Edo period, 17th century

Owned by Archives and Mausolea
Department, Imperial Household Agency

13) Koan Genji Rongi - Lotus arabesque
and arrowhead and seaweed roundel
Label written by Emperor Reigen

1 volume

Edo period, 17th century

Owned by Archives and Mausolea
Department, Imperial Household Agency

14) Murasaki Shikibushu - Hemp leaf and
drooping wisteria

Label written by Emperor Reigen

1 volume

Edo period, 17th century

Owned by Archives and Mausolea
Department, Imperial Household Agency

15) Genji kokagami - Cherry blossom
arabesque design

1 volume

Edo period, 17th century

Owned by Archives and Mausolea
Department, Imperial Houschold Agency

16) Genji Monogatari-nat Renga
Tsukeawase - Littele flower and linked
circle design

1 volume

Owned by Archives and Mausolea
Department, Imperial Household Agency

17) Tsutsumi Chunagon-shu - Oblique
lattice and three comma

Label written by Emperor Sakuramachi

5 volumes

Edo period, 18th century

Owned by Archives and Mausolea
Department, Imperial Household Agency

18) Tanabata Onzoshi - Flowing water and
cherry blossom design

Label written by Emperor Sakuramachi

1 volume

Edo period, 18th century

Owned by Archives and Mausolea
Department, Imperial Household Agency



List of Exhibits

1

Scenes from Tale of Genji

Attributed to Kano Eitoku

Left-hand screen from six-fold screen
Momoyama to early Edo period, 16-17th
century

173.0 X 360.8

2

Plants and Flowers

Attributed to Kano Eitoku

Four-fold screen, two-fold screen
Momoyama to early Edo period, 16-17th
century

Four-fold screen : 168.0 X 376.0
Two-fold screen : 176.0 X 188.5

3

Beach and Pines

By Kaiho Yusho

Pair of six-fold screens
Dated 1605

168.0 X 353.6

4

Scattered Painted Fans (Scenes from the Tale
of Hogen, Tale of Heiji, Tale of Ise and so on)
By Tawaraya Sotatsu and others

Pair of eight-fold screens

Edo period, 17th century

111.8 X 376.0

5

Scenes from Tale of Genji
By Kano Tanyu

Pair of six-fold screens
Dated 1642

166.5 X 366.4

6

Scenes of Ide Tamagawa and Oigawa
By Kano Tanyu

Pair of six-fold screens

Edo period, 17th century

167.0 X 368.8

-
Scenes of Tale of Genji and Tale of Heite
Areributed to Twasa Matabei

Pair of six-fold screens

Edo period, 17th century

157.0 X 347.0

8

Weeping Cherry

By Kano Tsunenobu

Pair of six-fold bamboo blind screens
Edo period, 17th century

123.0 X 340.4

9

Chrysanthemums

By Ikoma Toju

Left-hand screen from six-fold bamboo blind
screens

Edo period, 17th century

170.0 X 376.0

10
Crossing the Bridge at Sano / Autumn Fields
Pair of six-fold screens

Edo period, 18th century
176.0 X 376.8

11

Album of Tale of Genji
Attributed to Tosa Mitsunori
1 album

Edo period, 17th century
Album : 41.7 X 30.2

12

The Biography of Priest Saigyo
By Ogata Korin

3 scrolls among a set of 4

Edo period, 18th century

33.7 X 1684.6 ~2277.3

13

Hitomaro Gazing upon Akashi
By Tosa Mitsuoki

1 hanging scroll

Edo period, 17th century

41.0 X 81.5

14

Floating Boat and Flowers and Birds
By Tosa Mitsunari

Set of 3 hanging scrolls

Edo period, 17-18th century

103.2 X 42.4

15
The Colorful Realm of Living Beings
By Ito Jakuchu
6 hanging scrolls among a set of 30
Edo period, 18th century
142.3 X 80.0
Large Rooster and Hen
Peach Blossoms and Small Birds
Sunflowers and Rooster
Peonies and Small Birds
Cortton-roses, Rooster and Hen
Fish Swimming in a Lake with Lotus
Flowers

16

Peonies and Peococks
By Maruyama Okyo
1 hanging scroll
Dated 1776

130.5 X 99.0

17

Flowers

1 hanging scroll

Edo period, 18th century
146.5 X 82.5

18

Peacocks

By Mori Tetsuzan

Pair of hanging scrolls

Edo period, 18-19th century
158.7 X 89.2

19

Carps

By Kuroda Toko

1 hanging scroll

Edo period, 18-19th century
169.0 X 93.3

20
Birds and Flowers through the Twelve
Months
May - A Grouse amid Sweert Flags
June - Dragonfly with Hollyhocks and
Hydrangea
By Sakai Hoitsu
2 hanging scrolls among a set of 12
Dated 1823
139.0 X 50.4

21

Donsu damask bag with plum blossoms and
bee design (containing lacquer box for
Sarashina-nikki)

Edo period, 17th century

22,
Set of ten utensils for incense identifying
game with chrysanthemum design
Edo period, 18th century
Set of incense packets
Kinran brocade bag with morning glory
and butterfly design
Kinran brocade bag with rabbit design

23
Set of ten utensils for incense identifying
game with pine, bamboo and rose design in
makie
Edo period, 18th century
Set of incense packets and container,
various boxes

iii



Foreword

The Edo period, a span of approximately 250 years, was an era of active development in
culture, which was cultivated with the participation of not only the ruling class, but also the
common people. Among painters, there were many who formed schools which fascinated
people with their original expression, other than the Court and retained artists such as the
Tosa school and Kano school. However, the foundations within the awareness of the
painters had always been the traditional designs that were handed down over time. Just how
did they digest and develop these traditions, in terms of subject, motif and painting
techniques? In other words, the interesting matter in Edo period art is how the art of the
Edo period developed supported by tradition.

This exhibition focuses on the literary, and flower and bird designs within art that are the
most traditional, often seen among the Imperial collection. Scenes from stories such as 7ale
of Genji and Tale of Ise, which were adored by many, and pictures depicting waka poems
such as scenes of famous places and beautiful flowers and birds, have been used from
ancient times, also to decorate the interior of buildings such as the Imperial palace. In this
exhibition, we will consider through paintings and craft objects, about how the tradition of
these kinds of pictorial mortifs were adopted and expressed during the Edo period. They are
apt to be considered to lack evolving elements, but actually there were new works created
among various pieces of paintings and crafts influencing each other. Traditional elements
were selected to create new evolvements - This is the esthetic sense of the Edo period that
we can reconsider today. ,

Kano Tanyt, Tawaraya Sotatsu, Tosa Mitsuoki, Ito Jakucht, and Sakai Hoitsu - These
painters were the ones who added their own original touch to create works which still
fascinate us in the present day. Furthermore, unknown artists who created elegant and
refined furniture with traditional designs invite us into a space of Japanese beauty. Through
these beautiful and adorable pictorial designs, we hope you will be able to feel the esthetic

sense of the Edo period.

March, 2002 Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

(Translated by Hiroko Yokomizo)
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