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14
Picture of Flowers and Bird
Tazaki Souun

1910
Single width
166.6 < 84.2

15

Picture of Mt. Fuji and Horses under a
Willow Tree

Taki Katei
Meiji

Double width
64.5 % 56.9

16
Picture of Cherry Tree
Taki Katei

End of Tokugawa Shogunate — Early Meiji
Single width
144.3 X 72.4

17

Last of Three Pictures
Taki Katei

Early Meiji

3 Sheets

48.7 X 27.0 each

18

Picture of Flowers and Bird
Taki Katei

Early Meiji

Triple width

48.7 % 27.0 each

19

Picture of Emperor Nintoku in his Palace
Taki Katei

Early Meiji

Double width

108.5 % 45.6 each

20

Picture of Sumiyoshi and Mt. Fuji and
Yoshino (Kyoto)

Taki Katei and others

1889

Triple width

171.8 X 68.7 each

21

Picture of Old Man, Pine, Crane, Bamboo,
and Turtle
Noguchi Yukoku

1889
Triple width
174.2x57.2

22
Picture of Chijinyu
Noguci Yukoku

1889
Triple width
176.3 X 57.5 each

23

Picture of Peacocks
Araki Kanpo

1890

Single width
146.0 X 260.5

24

Picture of Dead Tree and Pheasant and
Bamboo and Daffodils and Grapes
Araki Kanpo

1903

Single width

136.0 X 70.9

25
Picture of Green Bamboo
Noguchi Syohin

1894
Single width
193.0 X 84.8

Picture of Plum Blossoms and Beautiful
Woman of Tang Dynasty China
Reference: Kunii Qubun

End of Tokugawa Shogunate — Early Meiji
Single width
119.6 X 54.5



Works Exhibited

1
Picture of Four Seasons of Farming
Hara Zaisyo

End of Tokugawa Shogunate — Early Meiji
Double width
25.4 X 57.7 each

2
Picture of Affairs of Soshi
Hara Zaisyo

End of Tokugawa Shogunate — Early Meiji
Single width
421 X72.7

3
Picture of Syunko Senba
Nagai Kouho

1883
Single width
25.7 X 56.0

4
Picture of Seioubo
Iwajima Koseki

1897
Single width
6.5%70.2

5

Picture of Saneyoshi Sanjo Giving an
Admonition at the Myohoin in the Year
Bunkyu 3 (1863) and Hisamoto Hijikata
Entering the Hagijo in the Year Genji 1
(1864)

Kishi Chikudo

1891

Double width
71.4 X 83.4, 171.3 X 83.3

6
Gloriously Blossoming Flowers
Suizan

End of Tokugawa Shogunate — Meiji
Single width
36.9 X 53.6

7
Picture of Deer and Kudzu
Nomura Bunkyo

1887
Single width
42.0x70.0

8

Picture of Spring Rain at Kiyomizu Temple
and Fall Foliage at Uji

Nomura Bunkyo

1906

Double width

38.3 X 74.2 each

9
Picture of Deer and Fawn next to Oak
Morikawa Sobun

1898
Single width
6.8 X 115.7

10

Picture of Wild Goose Flying over the Waves
Mrase Gyokuden

Meiji

Double width

87.5%63.6 each

11

Background of Hayama
Murase Gyokuden
Meiji

Single width

65.2 X 69.5

12
Picture Album
Sugitani Sessyo

1891
boxes (First box, 25 sheets; second box, 25 sheets)
40.9 % 50.6 each

13
Picture of Four Seasons of Flowers
Kanou Gyokuen

End of Tokugawa Shogunate — Early Meiji
Single width
123.5 % 55.0

iii



English Summary

Toshiyuki Ohkuma

Curator in Chief, Museum of the Imperial Collections, Japan

Looking carefully at the Meiji era Japanese paintings at the
Sannomaru Shozokan, a number of intriguing not well known
facts jump out.

The first one we can mention is that investigating the art
magazines of that day and other printed literature and the docu-
mentary records concerning commissions by the Imperial
Household, the lineup of faces of Japanese painters whose
works the Imperial Household and the Imperial Household De-
partment took so many opportunities to obtain were not
necessary the same as the members of the Imperial Household
artistic staff. The names registered as painters who were offi-
cial purveyors to the Imperial Household include such artists as
Bairei Kono, Kansai Mori, Tei Kataki, Gyokuden Murase,
Shorin Fujii, Yukoku Noguchi, Kanpo Araki, Gyokusho Kawa-
bata, Bunkyo Nomura, Sessho Sugitani, but of these, Muraseki
and Fujii, Nomura, Sugitani, et. al., were not members of the Im-
perial Household artistic staff. Even though they were
mainstays of the “Japan Council of the Arts”, they were not ex-
ecutives or the like. Some of these artists labored in obscurity.
Nonetheless, they were treated by the Imperial Household as
just as important as, at times even more important than, the
members of the Imperial Household artistic staff. Why was
this?

The first piece of the secret was that they all specialized in
realistic recordings such as bird and flower paintings and land-
scapes. Second, except for Sugitani, they were all born and
trained in Kyoto and belonged to either the Maruyama school
or Shijo school.

Nowadays, we tend to assume that members of the Imperial
Household artistic staff held the same position and played the
same role as Western court artists, such as for example Ve-
lasquez in 17th century Spain. In other words, we have the
image that the greatest priority in their mission was given to
mirroring the visage of the monarch and that they monopolized
the authority and responsibility to produce products used
within the palace. However, the more research into Meiji Japan
proceeds, the more it becomes clear that the actual situation of
these Japanese artists was quite different from that of court art-
ists in the West. Certainly, members of the Imperial
Household artistic staff were responsible for producing prod-
ucts that met the desires of the imperial palace every time they
had the honor of receiving an imperial commission, but it was
not the case that painters were selected strictly according to
the personal tastes of the Imperial Household. This system
was entrusted to the Japan Council of the Arts under the super-
vision of the Supervisory Council bureaucracy affiliated with the
Ministry of Agriculture and Commerce and the Imperial House-
hold Department and at least for the field of painting, in the

Meiji era, the selection of artists can be said to have been ac-
cording to the degree of contribution to the operation of the
Japan Council of the Arts. To put it another way, this was a
kind of public exhibit system within the Japan Council of the
Arts. The Imperial Household did not impose its personal es-
thetic values or tastes on these decisions. On the other hand,
even when member of the Imperial Household selected and ob-
tained paintings through private orders, they did not ask the
opinions of the Imperial Household artistic staff or the Japan
Council of the Arts. In other words, the Imperial Household
never mixed the operation of the public system and its private
tastes.

Looking at this, the reason why mostly Kyoto school Japa-
nese painters from outside the Imperial Household artistic staff
were given import positions is probably easy to understand.
{As has been discussed previously in this magazine}, up until
the Meiji Restoration, the esthetic tastes of the Imperial House-
hold had been cultivated for a long while in Kyoto.
Considering this, it seems completely natural that objective por-
trayal bird and flower paintings and landscape paintings done
by painters such as Bunkyo Nomura were found in the palace.
Come to think of it, the members of the Imperial Household ar-
tistic staff such as Bairei Kono, Kansai Mori, and Gyokusho
Kawabata who had the most opportunities to have their works
hung in the palace were Kyoto painters from the Maruyama
school or Shijo school. What they frequently painted under im-
perial commission throughout the Meiji era were realistic
landscapes with famed Kyoto locations such as Kiyomizu, Uji,
and Yoshino as their themes.

Also, it has become clear that works by Kyoto painters in
the literary style of the Meiji era who are now considered rela-
tively minor painters, such as Koho Nagai, and Chinese style
landscapes by such Maruyama school painters as Obun Kunii
were popular in the palace. This was not so well known until
now and is drawing extreme attention.

On the other hand, the fact that even among the Tokyo
painters, Gyokuen Kano left behind superior realistic flower bas-
ket paintings and Tei Takika and Yukoku Noguchi and others
who were basically painters in the literary style were commis-
sioned by the Imperial Household to paint famous Kyoto
locations and Japanese medieval style works, works which go
against the common sense of conventional art history. This will
be an important topic for future research.
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Museum of the Imperial Collections, japan, Sannomaru Shézokan

Foreword

This is the fifth exhibit in the “Reappraisal of Meiji Art” series, which has been system-
atically introducing Meiji era art at the Sannomaru Shozokan.

This exhibit shines its light primarily on the dawn of Japanese painting from the end of

the Edo Shogunate through the 20s of the Meiji era (1867-1897) and introduces the activi-
ties of members of the traditional conservative schools, such as Bunkyo Nomura,
Gyokuden Murase, Katei Taki, Yukoku Noguchi, and Kanpo Araki, centering on works that
we have not had the chance to explore yet in this series. This exhibit can be considered a
continuation of the second exhibit.
However, whereas the second exhibit emphasized the historical role of the Japan Council
of the Arts, this exhibit focuses on the works of artists from Kyoto centering on the Shijo
and Maruyama schools and from Tokyo centering on the Minami and Nanbokugou
schools. This exhibit of 24 hanging scrolls and one painting by 15 artists illuminates the dif-
ferences and common points between the works by Kyoto artists and those by Tokyo
artists.

We are hoping that this exhibit will give us all an even deeper appreciation for the ap-
peal of Japanese painting from the early Meiji era.

March 2001

Museum of the Imperial Collections, Japan, Sannomaru Shozokan





