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Welcome 21st Century!
And Welcome to 21st Century to All!
We Are Attempting lo Make a Reappraisal of
the 19th-20th Century Art History from a New,

21st Century Perspective.
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[4] View of Higashigusuku Ruins in the
Rytikyn Islands
45.7X60.8

[5] View of Naha Harbor
45.7X60.8

[6] Habu Snake Fighting Crow
45.7X60.8

Autumn Colors in the Mountains of
Itsukushima

By Yamamoto Hosui

1887-1889

Oil Painting

Canvas, oil  59.0X44.8

Imperial Collections (Imperial Properties)

36.

Back View of Shiroyama in Satsuma
Province

By Yamamoto Hosui

1887-1889

Pastel

Paper, pastel 45.0X60.3

Imperial Collections (Imperial Properties)

II1. Incidents and Disasters

i

Southwestern View from Castle Tower of
Kumamoto Castle

By Hasegawa Kichijiro

1877

Photograph

Alubumen print  20.5X27.0

Museum of the Imperial Collections,

Sannomaru Shozokan

38.

Southeastern View from Mt. Hirano in
Hitono Village, Minamata District, Ashikita
County, Higo Province, Kumamoto
Prefecture

By Ueno Hikoma

1877

Photograph

Alubumen print  21.0X27.6

Museum of the Imperial Collections,
S&llll](l]l]'d!'ll Shl‘)[(‘)killl

39.

Southwestern View from Residence of
Samejima Motokichi of Samurai Family in
Iwasakidani, Kagoshima

By Ueno Hikoma

1877

Photograph

Alubumen print = 20.5X27.5

Museum of the Imperial Collections,

Sannomaru Shozokan

40.

Flood Damage in Nakamura Area, Ako
Town, Ako County, Hyogo Prefecture
Anonymous

1892

Photograph

Alubumen print = 21.3X26.4

Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

41.

Flood Damage around Police Station, Akd
Town, Aké County, Hydgo Prefecture
Anonymous

1892

Photograph

Alubumen print = 21.3X26.3

Museum of the Imperial Collections,

Sannomaru Shozokan

42,

Flood Damage in Awai Area, Oi Village,
Kayo County, Bitchii Province
.'\['l()lll\’ll)(]llS

1892

Photograph

Alubumen print = 21.1X27.0

Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

43.

Mt. Bandai Erupting

By Yamamoto Hosui

ca. 1888

Oil Painting

Canvas, oil  86.0X104.0

Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

44,

Records of War of Meiji 27-28
By Yamamoto Hosui

1894-1895

Oil Painting

Canvas, oil

Set ol fifteen, 60.0X96.5 cach
Musceum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

45.

Sentry in Moonlight at Tangjia-tun
By Yamamoto Hosui

1906

Oil Painting

Canvas, oil  88.3X149.5

Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

46.

Sketches of the Vicinity of Liaoyang
By Yamamoto Hosui

1905

Watercolor Painting

Paper, watercolor
Set of twelve, 31.6 X
Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

IV. Manners and Customs, Old and New

47,

Killer Whale Ornament of Nagoya Castle at
Exposition

By Uchida Kuichi (7)

1872

Photograph

Alubumen print  26.5X20.8

Muscum of the Imperial Collections,

Sannomaru Shozokan

48.

View of Cherry Blossoms at Mukaojima,
Tokyo

By Uchicda Kuichi (?)

ca. 1872-1873

Photograph

Alubumen print - 21.4X26.8

Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

49.

Boat on River Sumida in Tokyo
By Uchida Kuichi

ca. 1872-1873

Photograph

Alubumen print - 21.0X26.5
Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

50.

Commoners' Banquet

By Ogasawara Tadanobu

ca. 1897

Photograph

P.O.P. 9.8X14.4

Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Sh(-)/(-)]-'\}lll

vi

51

Candy Vendor

By Tokudaiji Kinhiro

ca. 1897

Photograph

P.O.P. 9.1X11.7

Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

59

Men and Horse Working Together on Farm
Anonymous

ca. 1897

Photograph

P.O.P. 9.2X11.4

Museum of the Imperial Collections,

Sannomaru Shozokan

53.

Duck Hunting Grounds at Hama Detached
Palace

By Toda Ujitaka

ca, 1897

Photograph

P.O.P. 13.2X20.9

Museum of the Imperial Collections,

Sannomaru Shozokan

54.

Tstun Maru Under Way

By Date Munenobu

ca. 1897

Photograph

P.O.P. 7.7X109

Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

55,

Asakusa Park

By Honda Sanefusa

ca. 1897

Photograph

P.O.P. 9.9X138

Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

56.

Laying Railroad between Fukushima and
Yonezawa

Anonymous

1895

Photograph

Alubumen print = 27.5X38.9

Museum of the Imperial Collections,

Sannomaru Shozokan

57.

Albums of Watercolors

By Asai Chu and others

1898

Watercolor Painting

Paper, watercolor

An album, 15.0X21.0 each

The Archives and Mausolea Department



9.

Opening Ceremonies of Kaisei College
Anonymaous

1873, October

Photograph

Alubumen print  18.0X22.0

Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

10.

Osaka Mint Bureau

Anonymous

ca, 1872

Photograph

Alubumen print  19.8X26.8
Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

11.

Paper Company in Oji Village
Anonymous

ca. 1875-1876

Photograph

Alubumen print  19.0X22.5
Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

12.

Shinagawa Train Station
Anonymous

ca. 1877

Photograph

Alubumen print 21.3X26.8
Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

13.

Military Academy

By Yokoyama Matsusaburo (7)

ca. 1878

Photograph

Alubumen print - 42.6X54.6
Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

14.

Osaka Artillery Arsenal
Anonymous

1880s

Photograph

Alubumen print - 20.7X27.3
Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

15,

Osaka Cotton Spinning Company
Anonymous

ca, 1883

Photograph

Alubumen print = 39.7X53.4

Muscum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

16.

Science University

Anonymous

ca. 1888

Photograph

Alubumen print = 42,0 X51.5
Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

II. Taking a Close Look at the National Land

L7;

The Resident in Omura Village, Chichijima
Island, Ogasawara Islands

By Matsuzaki Shinji

1875

Photograph

Alubumen print - 21.0X26.5

Museum of the Imperial Collections,

Sannomaru Shozokan

18.

Opening Ceremonies of Sapporo Brewery
By Takebayashi Seiichi

1876, September

Photograph

Alubumen print  19.0X25.7

Museum of the Imperial Collections,

Sannomaru Shozokan

19.

Opening Ceremonies of Sapporo Winery
By Takebayashi Seiichi ( 2 )

1876, September

Photograph

Alubumen print  19.0X25.2

Museum of the Imperial Collections,

Sannomaru Shozokan

20.

Opening Ceremonies of Sapporo Cotton
Spinnery

By Takebayashi Seiichi ( 7))
1876, September
Photograph

Alubumen print = 16.7X24
Muscum of the Imper ial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

21.

Second Spinning Room, Sapporo Cotton
Spinnery

By Takebayashi Seiichi

ca. 1877-1887

Photograph

Alubumen print  18.8X25.7

Museum of the Imperial Collections,

Sannomaru Shozokan

22,

Spinning Machinery Room, Sapporo
Cotton Spinnery

By Takebayashi Seiichi (7 )

ca. 1877-1887

Photograph

Alubumen print  19.0X25.4

Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

23.

Sketches of Mt. Fuji

By Sasaki Michisuke, Honda Kinkichiro
ca. 1886

Watercolor Painting

Paper, watercolor

An album, 18.0X31.0~19.0 X 60.5
Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

24.

Series of Pictorial Records of Emperor
Meiji's Trips to Hokuriku and Tokaidd
Arcas

By Goseda Yoshimatsu

1878

Oil Painting

Board, oil, paper, watercolor

Set of forty-one, 31.6 X45.0 cach

Imperial Collections (Imperial Properties)

25;

Kariyasu Tunnel in Yamagami Village,
Minami-Okitama County, Uzen Province
Anonymous

ca. 1881

Photograph

Alubumen print  19.3X24.0

Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

26.

West Entrance of Kariyasu Tunnel on
Kuriko New Road in Minami-Okitama
County

Anonymous

ca. 1877-1887

Photograph

Alubumen print - 24.0X37.1

Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

27.

Tokiwa Bridge in Shimo-Sakurada Village,
Minami-Murayama County, Uzen Province
Anonymous

ca. 1881

Photograph

Alubumen print  19.3X24.1

Museum of the Imperial Collections,

Sannomaru Shozokan

28.

Tokiwa Bridge in Shimo-Sakurada Village,
Minami-Murayama County

Anonymous

ca. 1877-1887

Photograph

Alubumen print - 24.3X37.0

Museum of the Imperial Collections,

Sannomaru Shozokan

29.

Kurikoyama Tunnel

By Takahashi Yuichi

ca. 1881

Oil Painting

Canvas, oil  79.2 X 146.4

Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

30.

Sukagawa Horse Farm in Iwase County,
Fukushima Prefecture

Anonymous

1876

Photograph

Alubumen print = 20.8X26.7

Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

31

Kaisei-Kan, Kuwano Village, Asaka County,
Fukushima Prefecture

.\Ilﬂlly]nllllh’

1876

Photograph

Alubumen print = 21.4X26.7

Museum of the Imperial Collections,

Sannomaru Shozokan

32

Canal System, Lake Inawashiro
.\I]l)ll)’ll]()llh

ca. 1882

Photograph

Alubumen print  39.0X47.8
Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

38

Canal System, Lake Inawashiro
Anonymous

ca. 1882

Photograph

Alubumen print - 44,9 X38.6
Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

34.

Imagesol the Kytishii and Ryakya Islands
By Yamamoto Hosui

1887-1889

Oil Painting

Canvas, oil

Set of six

Museum of the Imperial Collections,

Sannomaru Shozokan

[1] Farmers' Dance in Sakurajima
45.7X60.8

[2] East Gate of Nakagusuku Castle in the
Rytikyii Islands
59.0 X 44.5

[3] Mausoleum of Prince Shunten at
Sogenji Temple
63.8 X 48.8



On Old Photographs in

Sannomaru Shozokan Collections

Takashi Okamoto

Assistant Curator, Museum of the Imperial Collections, Japan

The crucial difference between the photographs
produced in the embryo period of photography from the
end of the shogunate era to the early Meiji period and
those produced in later years is that the former, as the
technology at the time required a great deal of exposure
time, almost entirely comprised portraits for which
models had to pose for an extended period, while the
latter, thanks to the much improved technology, had a
much wider subject range, notably specified sites and
various happenings. The subject matters photographers
came to newly take up included the changing faces of the
nation, especially those in and around Tokyo, and the
on-site scenes of big incidents and disasters which had so
far been reported only by woodblock prints and other
printed media.

Old photograph albums in our museum’s possession
contain a wide variety of subject matters as can easily be
guessed from the general titles, such as “Famous Sights of
Various Places™ and “Various Photographs.” At the first
glance, the photographs seem to have no relations with
one another. When you closely study them one by one,
however, you will find that the photographs in some of
the albums are those of the landscapes of the places
visited by Emperor Meiji. Other albums also are of
specific places and incidents, such as the Yokosuka
Shipyard and the Seinan War. Still others are by some
specific photographers, such as Uchida Kuichi. The
photographs capturing the now-defunct modern
architectural examples and some civil engineering works
in their original forms remain indispensable visual
documents for researchers in various scholastic fields.
Their merits in the history of photography aside, those
old photographs of the Meiji period should be fully re-
evaluated as part of the records of Japan’s modernization

process.

iv

List of Exhibits

% Dimensions are in centimeters.

I. The Breath of the New Age

l.

Kannonzaki Lighthouse in Sagami Province
Anonvmous

1869, February

Photograph

Alubumen print = 25.7X19.0

Museum of the Imperial Collections,

Sannomaru Shozokan

c
2.

Nojimagasaki Lighthouse in Awa Province
Anonymous

1870

Photograph

Alubumen print = 26.0 X 19.0

Muscum of the Imperial Collections,

Sannomaru Shozokan

;
3

Houses for French Engineers Employed at
Shipyard

.\IIUII\IHOIIN

1868, May

Photograph

Alubumen print = 19.5X25.0

Museum of the Imperial Collections,

Sannomaru Shozokan

4.

View Inside of Iron Works
Anonvmous

1870

Photograph

Alubumen print - 20.3X24.1
Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

B,

Crane for Heavy Loads
Anonvmous

1871, March

Photograph

Alubumen print - 19.5X13.6
Muscum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

6.

Building of 60hp Transport Ship
.\Il()ll‘\]llﬂll\

1872, January

Photograph

Alubumen print - 17.8X25.0

Muscum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

7.
Mukoyama Hotel

.'\II(J[]!'IIII)IIS

1872, March

Photograph

Alubumen print  17.2X21.5
Muscum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan

8.

Daiichi National Bank

By Uchida Kuichi

ca. 1872

Photograph

Alubumen print = 20.8 X26.7
Museum of the Imperial Collections,
Sannomaru Shozokan



Western-Style Documentary Paintings in the Meiji Period

Toshiyuki Ohkuma

Curator in Chief, Museum of the Imperial Collections, Japan

People today tend to have an illusion that the Imperial

Household in the Meiji period was rigidly committed to

traditional aesthetics and shunned every vestige of

Western culture. As it actually turns out, however, the
first ascertainable art objects the Imperial Household
and the Imperial Household Ministry obtained of their
own volition in 1874 proved to be not traditional
Japanese-style paintings but portraits in the newly-
introduced Western-style oil painting form. The painter
of the portraits, moreover, was Italian, not Japanese.
There seem to have been three major reasons why an
Italian was chosen for the honor of being the first artist
to paint portraits for the Imperial Household. One is that
the traditional Japanese-style painting had come to be
considered unfit to depict the subjects as they actually
were. The second reason is that, while, in the then Japan,
oil paintings and photographs were perceived to be
almost identical in their capacity as record-keeping
media, the former was considered to be notches above
the latter in handling the sense of mass and of reality.
The third reason, on the other hand, is that the Japanese
people at the time were led to believe that their
compatriots were still lagging behind their Western rivals
in the newly-introduced art of oil painting and that,
among the oil painting practitioner countries of the
West, Italy was by far the most legitimate and advanced.

It is true that the Imperial Household and the Imperial
Household Ministry purchased some new Japanese-style
paintings by Kawakami Togai and others at the “Grand
Exhibition of Paintings and Calligraphies™ held in the
Taisei Hall of Yushima Shrine in May, 1874. At the first
and second National Industrial Exhibitions, however,
their purchases were almost totally restricted to oil
paintings and similar other paintings with the exception
of practical industrial products and daily items.
Moreover, it is confirmed that, until the middle of Meiji
10s, the Imperial Household tended to prefer modern
furnitures and industrial craft items in the Western

manner to add color to the daily life.

iii

There is no denying the fact that the Imperial
Household’s apparent preference for oil paintings and
other things Western resulted from the imperative

necessity for the household to play a leading role in

Japan’s national policy of rapid Westernization at the

time. If we believe Shiota Makoto, a theoretical leader of
the Meiji art world, however, Emperor Meiji “genuinely
loved Western-style paintings.” Even after Meiji 20s, when
virulent nationalism swept through the nation’s political
and cultural domains, the Imperial Household and the
Imperial Household Ministry continued to purchase oil

paintings and give commissions to oil painters.

This does not necessarily mean, however, that the
Imperial Household and the Imperial Household
Ministry in the early Meiji period actually valued the
pictures by Italian and Japanese oil painters as the sole
and unrivalled works of art. There are reasons to believe
that the Imperial Household and the Imperial
Household Ministry commissioned oil painters to
produce documentary pictures of Emperor Meiji’s visits
to various parts of the country not so much for their
artistic merits as for their practical and highly realistic
record-keeping nature innate in the art of oil painting.
This appears to be true not only with the Italian
portraitist, Giuseppe Ugolini, but also with such Japanese
oil painters as Takahashi Yuichi and Goseda Yoshimatsu.
If such is really the case, pictures of incidents,
landscapes, manners and customs by Takahashi Yuichi
and Yamamoto Hosui must have occupied the same
position as photographs in the mind of Emperor Meiji;
both enabled him to vicariously travel far and wide even
when he stayed at the Imperial residence. The Imperial
Household in the Meiji period was exceptionally eager to
know, primarily through documentary photographs,
about natural disasters and various other incidents and
happenings as well as strange landscapes, customs and
manners in various parts of the country. Oil paintings
were expected to play the same function of a swift-

reporting medium.




Foreword

We are very happy to present the fourth installment in
the series of exhibitions entitled Reappraisal of Meiji Art—
an attempt at a systematic approach to the art of the
dawn of Japan’s modern history.

The present exhibition focuses on the realistic and
record-keeping nature of Western-style paintings and
photographs of the Meiji period. Centering around the
works of Yamamoto Hosui, one of the leading Western-
style painters of the day, the exhibition also introduces
the works of Takahashi Yuichi, Goseda Yoshimatsu and
other Western-style painters who were active in the early-
to-mid Meiji period along with the documentary
photographs of the Meiji period in our museum’s
possession —the photographs which have never before
been made public. Up to the Meiji 20s, pursuit of artistic
excellence was by no means the sole objective of
Western-style painters in Japan. As practitioners of a new
artistic medium excelling in realistic ways of expression
based on the techniques of chiaroscuro and perspective,
they were also expected to function as communicators of
vivid visual images, bringing to the general public swiftly
and unerringly scenes unique to the evolving modern
age as well as disasters, incidents and other important
events and developments. The art of photography,
introduced toward the end of the shogunate period, was
also valued highly as a means of recording a variety of
new undertakings conducted in the Meiji period.

The present exhibition, comprising seven items of
Western-style paintings, four items of watercolors etc.
and 46 items of photographs, mostly from our museum’s
collections and some from the Gyobutsu Imperial
properties, the Archives & Mausolea Department of the
Imperial Household Agency, attempts to highlight this
important aspect of the art of the Meiji period. We shall
be immensely gratified if the exhibition provides an
opportunity for the viewers to appreciate this particular
aspect of the Western-style paintings and photographs of
the Meiji period.

January, 2001
Museum of the Imperial Collections, Japan,
Sannomaru Shozokan
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