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Foreword

Many gifts to the Imperial family received by various people of foreign countries are among
the Sannomaru Shozokan collection. A few of them were introduced within the "Gifts from
Abroad - The Shine of Gold and Silver" Exhibition (1996) and the "Modern Art of Europe -
Revaluation of Forgotten Works" Exhibition (1997), and this time we are introducing gifts from
royal families or sovereigns of 15 countries, mainly of the Asian and African areas where the
cultural traditions and contemporary sense show us a harmonious beauty, along with New
Zealand, Panama, and Bulgaria.

Being positioned between western Europe and China or Japan, the regions from southeast to
western Asia produced unique cultures influenced by these countries. Among their designs can
be seen profound shades of religious colors such as of Buddhism, and also various floral
patterns. Furthermore, metal, lacquer, and wooden inlay techniques show relations with our
country’s craft techniques, and the fact that various materials other than metal and wood are
used such as precious stones, ivory, corral and shells is a regional characteristic of the areas
blessed with both mountains and seas.

The works of the African areas show the strength of life which is the human source, within
depictions of man’s daily life and animals upon natural materials such as ivory, gourds, or
stones. An eternal cultural and formative quality unique to each nation is quite alive, while
being influenced by western Europe modern art, including paintings. The same thing can be said
of paintings of Panama and Bulgaria.

The works introduced in this exhibition were all selected as gifts from sovereigns to represent
their countries’ cultures. We hope that you will be able to encounter the spirits cherishing and
being proud of their own cultures, while viewing a fragment of these cultures cultivated by the

peoples of each nation.
January 1999

Sannomaru Shozokan
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List of Exhibits

1

Image of Tiki deity
Carved stone

12.0 X 7.5

Received in 1956
New Zealand

2

Scene of river festival
By Rodriguez

Print

25.4X40.2

Created in 1963, received in 1966
Republic of the Philippines

3

Red coral chest
Coral work

26.0X42.6 X 25.0
Received in 1986

Republic of the Philippines

4

Dining utensils and chest made with shells
Shell work

30.8 X 55.2 X 33.2

Received in 1986
Republic of the Philippines

5
Water vessel with flower design in kinma

Lacquerwork

D62.0, H.58.5

Received in 1932

Former Siam (Kingdom of Thailand)

6

Wash bowl with design of deities, birds, ani-

mals and flowers

Metalwork

D.14.5, H.14.8
Received in 1963
Kingdom of Thailand

7

Dancing mask
Color on paper craft.
H.62.0, 50.0

Received in 1977
Kingdom of Thailand

8

Shwedagon Pagoda

By U Ba Nyan

Oil painting

95.0 X78.5

Created in 1944, received in 1944
Former of Burma (Union of Myanmar)

9

Ritual mask

Gold on paper craft, glass and so on.
27.0X27.0, H.16.5

Received in 1986
Kingdom of Bhutan

10

Vase with design of grasses and flowers
Metalwork and Ivory.

D.16.5, H.43.5

Received in 1985
India

11

Peacocks

Metalwork, coral, turquoise and so on.
H.49.5

Received in 1960
Kingdom of Nepal

12

Jewelry box with relief of Buddha
Carved ivory

9.5X14.9, H5.2

Received in 1960

Kingdom of Nepal

13

Jewelry box with wooden inlay
Woodwork

20.0 X 29,3 H.5.2

Received in 1985
Syrian Arab Republic

14

Sword box with wooden inlay
Woodwork

26.5X 114.8, H.8.0

Received in 1979
OPEC(Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries)



15

Cotton cloth with scene of a family
Batik

73.0X76.0

Received in 1981
United Republic of Tanzania

16

Genre painting

By Maraba

Print

40.0 X 46.7

Received in 1981

United Republic of Tanzania

17

Villagers’ talk
By Robino Htila
Chalk picture
53.2X60.0

Created in 1981, received in 1981
United Republic of Tanzania

18

Gourd bottles with carved designs of trees
and animals

By G.Matambwe

Carved gourds

D.34.0, H.38.0

Received in 1981

United Republic of Tanzania

19
Relief of "Tree of Life"

By Pierre Asimbo

Carved ivory

D.15.0, H.39.0

Created in 1967, received in 1971
Former Republic of the Congo

(The Democratic Republic of the Congo)

20
Mask

By Pata Djoboko

Carved wood

15.0 X34.0

Created in 1952, received in 1968
Central African Republic

21
Mask of woman

Carved wood

17.0 X 32.0
Received in 1968
Central African Republic

23
Relief of hunting and dancing

By Bangui Association of Sculptors
Carved ivory

D.25.4, H.40.0

Created in 1967, received in 1968
Central African Republic

23
Woman’s head

By Pascal Letombo

Carved stone

26.0X16.0 X22.5

Created in 1978, received in 1978
Gabonese Republic

24

Hope

By Tamsir Gueye

Oil painting

117.0 X 79.5

Created in 1977, received in 1978
Republic of Senegal

25
Bird of Paradise

By Papa Ibra Taal

Textile

191.0 X 160.0

Created in 1979, received in 1979
Republic of Senegal

26
Ancient earthenware

By Ricaurte Martinez

Pastel picture

46.8 X62.0

Created in 1980, received in 1980
Republic of Panama

27
By the Fountain

By Dimital Kazakov

Oil painting

128.5X128.5

Received in 1978

Former People’s Republic of Bulgaria
(Republic of Bulgaria)
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