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An old couple living at the foot of Mt.Iwane
in the Province of Hyuga is aged more than
1,000 years but stays quite young and energetic.
Greatly impressed, the emperor inquires the old
couple about the secret of their extraordinary
longevity and youthfulness. “Drinking clear
water bubbling out of Mt.Iwane may be the
reason”, replies the couple. When the emperor
moves his capital to the old couple’s place, the
couple moves out, saying that a busy town is
not the place for sennin — immortal ones. The
emperor builds a shrine in the couple’s memory
and long treasures the pine tree and the
bamboo that grow in front of the shrine as sym-
bols of supreme felicity. The Japanese people
still consider pines and bamboos as symbols
of felicity and good luck.

10.

Illustrated Scrolls of the Song of
Lamentations

Three handscrolls

Color on paper

32.2-32.3 x 782.5-1117.6cm

Edo period (17th-18th centuries)

Museum of Imperial Collections, Sannomaru
Shozokan

This scroll is based on the Song of Lamenta-
tions — a poem about Hsuan Tsung (685-762),
the sixth emperor of the Tang Dynasty of China,
and his favorite consort, Yang Kuei-fei (719-
756), written by Pai Lo-tien (Pai Chu-i; 772-846).
Brought to Japan while the poet was still alive,
this famous poem left a great impact on
Japanese culture, especially literature.

In the first half, the scroll deals with the
usual scenes of the story — Emperor Tsung'’s
uncontrollable love for Yang, Yang’s death in
the midst of An Lu-shan's rebellion and the
emperor’s lamentations for the death of his
favorite consort. In the second half, the scroll
deals with the emperor’s request to a moun-
tain ascetic to search for the soul of the dead
Yang, the ascetic’s meeting with Yang on Mt.
Horai and his return to the emperor with the
bit of Yang's horse.

11.
[llustrated Scrolls of the Tale of Mt. Horai

Two handscrolls

Color on paper

32.5-32.6 x 838.3-910.0cm

Edo period (17th-18th centuries)

Museum of Imperial Collections, Sannomaru
Shozokan

One of the Otogi Zoshi stories categorized as
“felicitous.”The scrolls begin with descriptions

of Mt.Horai where medicines for eternal youth
are found, deal with men and women who have
relations with the holy mountain, including
Emperor Hsuan Tsung and Yang Kuei-fei, and
end with a story about Ama Yasuhiko, a fisher-
man of the Province of Kii. While fishing in the
sea, Yasuhiko unwittingly reaches Mt.Horai,
where he receives a medicine for eternal youth
from a female immortal. When he returns home
after 300 years, however, he finds no one he
knows there. Hearing about Yasuhiko, the
emperor invites him to the palace. The fisher-
man presents the medicine for eternal youth
to the emperor and tells him about the holy
mountain. Although the fisherman gets
appointed to an important government post, he
eventually turns himself into a wizard and goes
into the world of immortals.

Everything about these scrolls, ranging from
the words in the narrative sections and gold
paint patterns on the paper to the pictures them-
selves, are highly stereotyped and there are
places where pictures and narrative sections do
not match, showing that the scrolls are exam-
ples of mass production.

12.
Shibukawa Version Otogi Zoshi
Companion Stories
Six volumes out of a set of 22
Woodblock printed
16.1 x 23.3cm
Edo period (completed in the Kyoho years,
1716-1735)
Archives and Mausolea Department, Imperial
Household Agency
The term, Otogi Zoshi, was first used in the
middle of the Edo period when a publisher
issued a set of 23 medieval stories under the
name of Otogi Bunko (Companion Library) or
Otogi Zoshi (Companion Stories). Included in
the set are such famous folktales as the Bunsho
Tales, Issun Boshi (One-Inch Boy), Urashima
Taro and Shutendoji. In the narrowest sense
of the term, these 23 stories alone should be
rightfully referred to as Otogi Zoshi tales.
Woodblock-printed, the volumes on display
in the current exhibition are usually referred
to as the Shibukawa Vesion Otogi Zoshi Com-
panion Stories, as the inscription, “Bookseller
Shibukawa Seiemon at Shinsaibashi-Junkeicho,
Osaka”, is found at the end of the 23rd story,
Shutendoji.

(Translated by Atsuo Tsuruoka)
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5.

Ilustrated Scrolls of the Tale of the
Bamboo Cutter

Two handscrolls

Color on paper

28.5 x 815.8-856.3cm

Edo period (17th century)

Archives and Mausolea Department, Imperial
Household Agency

Considered to have been completed in the
Heian Period (794-1191), the Tale of the
Bamboo Cutter, a story about a supernatural
being named Kaguyahime, is one of the most
popular tales of old Japan even today.

A noteworthy fact about these scrolls is that
they consist almost solely of pictures with no
regular sections set aside for narrative words.
Only a few lines of narrative words written on
a separate piece of paper is pasted on to each
pictorial scene.

The story line is more or less identical to
the one now widely prevalent. An old bamboo
cutter finds a small baby girl from inside a
bamboo stalk and takes her home. She grows
up to be a great beauty under the name of
Kaguyahime, “The Shining Princess”, and gets
suited by five high-ranked noblemen, to each
of whom she sets a fantastic quest, and all go
down to failure. Kaguyahime even refuses the
suit of the emperor and goes back to the moon,
from which she originally came, on the night
of August 15.

Painted in the soft-colored yamato-e style,
the picture scrolls must have been created by
a painter of considerable talent, although his
name is unknown.

6.

Illustrated Scrolls of Prince

Hikohohodemi no Mikoto

Three handscrolls

Color on paper

32.3-32.4 x 530.3-1,402.4cm

Edo period (17th century)

Archives and Mausolea Department, Imperial
Household Agency

This set of scrolls is a picture version of the
mythical story of Umisachihiko (Honosusori no
Mikoto) and Yamasachihiko (Hikohohodemi no
Mikoto) told in the Kojiki (Record of Ancient
Matters) and the Nihon Shoki (Chronicle of
Japan). One day, Hikohohodemi no Mikoto bor-
rows a fish hook from his older brother
Hosusori no Mikoto and goes fishing in the sea.
Unfortunately, he loses the hook and incurs his
brother's wrath. Before long, an old man
appears before the dejected Hikohohodemi and
takes him to the Dragon King's Palace down
in the sea. There, he recovers the fish hook and

marries the king’s daughter. Then, he makes
a visit to Japan to return the fish hook to his
brother and, at the same time, to teach him a
lesson on charity with the use of two jade balls
given by the Dragon King. When his wife’s last
month of pregnancy nears, Hikohohodemi goes
back to Japan for good, taking his wife with
him. Eventually, he ascends the Japanese
throne, and the reports have it that his older
brother never failed to bring gifts to the emperor
from time to time ever since.

The originals of these picture scrolls had
long been in the hands of the Shin Hachimangu
Shrine in the Province of Wakasa. Their traces
disappeared completely, however, after they
had been presented by Sakai Tadakatsu (1587-
1662) to Tokugawa lemitsu (1604-1651). The
scrolls on display in the present exhibition,
therefore, are extremely precious as a clue to
what the originals, created in the latter part of
the Heian period, actually looked like.

s
Illustrated Scroll of the Life of Minamoto
no Yoshitsune
One handscroll
Tosa Mitsunari
Color on paper
34.7x 1,004.8cm
Edo period (17th century)
Museum of Imperial Collections, Sannomaru
Shozokan
This picture scroll is based on the Heike
Monogatari (Tale of the Heike), Vol.12, and the
Gikeiki (Life of Minamoto no Yoshitsune), Vol.4
(On Tosanobo’s Attack on Yoshitsune).
Ordered by Yoritomo to kill Yoshitsune,
Tosanobo goes up to Kyoto. However, he incurs
the suspicion of Eda Genzo, Yoshitsune's
retainer, and is captured by Benkei, Yoshit-
sune’s most trusted lieutenant. Although he is
subjected to severe questioning, he successfully
talks his way out, vowing that he has no inten-
tion of harming Yoshitsune. Late in the night
of the same day, Tosanobo storms into Yoshit-
sune’s pavilion and again gets caught, this time
by Yoshitsune, his wife Shizuka Gozen, Benkei
and others. Defiantly declaring that he has no
fear of dying for Yoritomo, Tosanobo is
executed on the Rokujo river beach in Kyoto.
Unlike the usual run of picture scrolls, this
one has two or three pictures for each of the
narrative chapters — a very interesting develop-
ment in the history of Japanese picture scrolls.
The painter of the scroll is Tosa Mitsunari (1647-
1710), a court painter, as is clear from his sig-
nature and seal at the end.

8.

[llustrated Scrolls of the Rashomon Gate
Two handscrolls

Color on paper

27.5-27.7 x 1,187.4-1,514.7cm

Edo period (17th century)

Museum of Imperial Collections, Sannomaru
Shozokan

One of the Otogi Zoshi stories, this set of scrolls
tell another of Minamoto Raiko's martial
exploits. It is a sort of sequel to the Shutendoji
scroll, Exhibit 3, in the current exhibition.

After returning from his conquest of the
ogres of Mt.Oe (Mt.Ibuki in our museum'’s scroll,
Exhibit 3), Raiko learns that a relative of the
vanquished ogres now lives in the Rashomon
Gate in Kyoto and harasses passers-by.
Together with his followers, Raiko attacks the
ogre and cuts one of his hands off with a sword
named Hizamaru (Knee-Severing One). On
their way home, however, they have the
severed hand snatched away by the ogre. Soon
afterward, Raiko becomes gravely ill, and the
oracle is that the warrior will recover from the
illness only if his followers concquer the ogre
living in the Uda Forest in the Province of
Yamato. Watanabe no Tsuna, one of Raiko’s
followers, goes to Yamato, cuts one of the ogre’s
hands and takes it back to Kyoto. Raiko puts
the severed hand in a box and seals it. Five
days later, the wounded ogre comes to Raiko’s
place masquerading as the warrior's mother to
get his severed hand back. Raiko, however, sees
through the trick and finishes the ogre off with
a sword named Kamikiri (Hair-Cutting One).
The two swords used in conquering the ogres
are respectively renamed Onimaru (Ogre-
Severing One) and Onikiri (Ogre-Cutting One)
and have ever since been treasured by the
House of Minamoto (Geniji).

Although the pictures are rather on the
sketchy side, the scrolls are believed to have
been done by a skilled painter in the latter part
of the 17th century when mass production of
picture scrolls started.

9.

[llustrated Scroll of the Tale of Pines and
Bamboos

One handscroll

Color on paper

33.4 x 1044.7cm

Edo period (end of 17th century-18th century)
Museum of Imperial Collections, Sannomaru
Shozokan

Another of the Otogi Zoshi stories. The present
scroll deals with the latter part of the Tale of
Cranes, Turtles, Pines and Bamboos — the part
often treated independently.



Works on Display

1.

Grand Hunt near Mt.Fuji; Soga Brothers’
Night Attack; Soga Brothers’ Felling of 10
Opponents

Three volumes

Color on paper

29.5 x 23.5cm

Momoyama-Early Edo periods (16th-17th centuries)
Museum of Imperial Collections, Sannomaru
Shozokan

Forming the latter and climactic part of the Tale
of the Soga Brothers (in 10 or 12 volumes) —
the part in which the two Soga brothers, Juro
Sukenari and Goro Tokimune, take revenge on
their father’'s murderer, Kudo Suketsune, after
18 long years’ perseverance, the stories featured
in these three volumes enjoyed great popular-
ity in the form of kowaka musical dances and
old joruri narrative ballads.

These volumes are particularly interesting,
however, as they are solely intended for straight
reading, not for chanting and other forms of per-
forming arts. The volumes are also notewor-
thy for the splendid sense of color shown in
the illustrational pictures. Although the
influences of the Kano school of painting are
evident, especially in trees and earthen
embankments, the pictures obviously have
many elements of other schools. The decora-
tions on the blue-colored covers are exquisite.
The books are considered either of the
Momoyama period or of the early Edo period
judging from their overall effects.

2
Okuri — Illustrated Scrolls of Oguri
Hangan
Three handscrolls out of a set of 15
Attributed to Iwasa Matabei
Color on paper
33.6-34.0 x 1,238.8-2,509.4cm
Edo period (17th century)
Museum of Imperial Collections, Sannomaru
Shozokan
Created by Iwasa Matabei, an early Edo painter,
and his studio, this gorgeous set of picture
scrolls has a combined total length of some 324
meters. The scrolls are an illustrated version
of the story of Oguri Hangan — a story which
enjoyed great popularity among the Edo people
in the form of sekkyobushi moralistic narrative
songs and ningyo-joruri puppet shows. Matabei,
creator of several other stupendous picture
scrolls, including the Yamanaka Tokiwa and
the Tale of Horie, based on highly popular per-
forming arts, holds an important position in the
history of pre-modern picture scrolls.

In the present set of picture scrolls, the story
of Oguri’s meeting with Princess Terute, his
death, Terute's forced servitude, their tearful

reunion and eventual prosperity unfolds, in a
highly dramatic fashion, in the combined total
of 312 chapters. The paper for the narrative
words is decorated with gold and silver paints
in the Rinpa style then in vogue and the pic-
tures are of amazingly brilliant colors and in
great detail. The dramatis personae are graced
with highly expressive features, showing that
Matabei, with a host of his followers in his busy
studio, developed his own unique artistic style,
untainted by the mainstream painters of the
time. His style was perfectly suited to create a
new generation of powerful picture scrolls based
on the stories born out of the highly energetic
popular culture of the early pre-modern era.

3.

Illustrated Scrolls of Shutendoji the Ogre
Five handscrolls

Color on paper

35.0-35.2 x 950.4-1,179.2cm

Edo period (17th century)

Museum of Imperial Collections, Sannomaru
Shozokan

The story of Shutendoji, centering around
Minamoto Raiko’s subjugation of a ferocious
ogre and his followers, is one of the best known
“samurai tales” which enjoyed great popular-
ity among the Japanese people in the form of
picture scrolls and books for many centuries.

In the reign of Emperor Ichijo (986-1010),
a series of kidnappings of beautiful young ladies
take place in Kyoto. When the kidnappers are
found to be the band of ogres living in Mt.Ibuki
in the Province of Omi, the emperor orders
Minamoto Raiko to subjugate them and rescue
the kidnapped ladies. Disguised as mountain
ascetics, Raiko and his trusted lieutenants find
their way to the ogres’ pavilion with great
difficulty. In a meeting with Shutendoji, the
leader of the ogres, Raiko and his group have
to drink human blood and eat human flesh in
order not to arouse the monster’s suspicion.
When the ogres dropped their guard, Raiko and
his lieutenants offer them rice wine laced with
poison, finish them off the moment they are
incapacitated and rescue more than 30 young
ladies held by the ogres. The story ends by
extolling the great exploits of Raiko and his fol-
lowers and praising the gods and Buddha for
their generous assistance.

Although this set of picture scrolls is simi-
lar in nature to that owned by the Suntory
Museum of Art, some differences are discerned,
on close examination, in the narrative words
and the compositional features of the pictures.
The two sets may be two different “derivatives”
from a same original. The paper for the narra-

v

tive words has beautiful underlying pictures in
gold and silver paints. [llustrational pictures are
painted meticulously and in great detail on the
gold and silver leaf ground. Although the
painter of this set of scrolls is as yet unidenti-
fied, similarity with Iwasa Matabei’s works cer-
tainly exists. There is a possibility that the
scrolls were made as part of matrimonial gifts
of a daimyo family.

1,

[llustrated Scrolls of Bunsho Tales

Two handscrolls out of a set of three

Color on paper

33.2-33.3 x 1,625.1-1,896.2cm

Edo period (17th century)

Archives and Mausolea Department, Imperial
Household Agency

Stories of the fabulously successful life of
Bunsho, the protagonist, the Bunsho Tales are
some of the most extensively loved of all the
Otogi Zoshi companion tales.

Expelled from the servant’s position at the
Great Shrine of Kashima in the Province of
Hitachi, Bunta (later Bunsho) succeeds in salt-
making business and becomes a millionaire.
Thanks to the graces of the Kashima Shrine,
Bunsei's wife gives birth to a couple of won-
derful babies who grow up to be lavishing beau-
ties. Rumors of the two beautiful women travel
even to Kyoto, where a high-ranked son of the
chief adviser to the emperor falls in love with
the unseen beauties. Unable to contain his love,
the son, with his four followers, goes down to
Hitachi in merchant’s attire, successfully wins
the ladies’ hearts, takes them back to Kyoto,
marries the older sister and offers the younger
sister to the emperor as his laday-in-waiting.
The younger sister gives birth to the emperor’s
son in due course and Bunsei gets appointed
to the position of chief councillor of state. His
family becomes increasingly prosperous and
Bunsei lives to the ripe age of over 100.

Because of their exceptionally felicitous con-
tent, the Bunsho Tales enjoyed immense
popularity among the pre-modern general
public and the books containing the stories
became an integral part of a bride’s trousseau
and a must reading at New Year's. The pictures
in the scrolls are considered to have been
painted in the first half of the 17th century by
an artist skilled in yamato-e style painting either
of the Kano or the Sumiyoshi school. Originally
in possession of Prince Chiyohime who mar-
ried Hosokawa Tadatoshi, these picture scrolls
are an excellent testimony to the fact that
daimyo families shared ordinary people’s pas-
sion for picture scrolls in and after the early Edo
period.



Foreword

In the history of Japanese illustrated scrolls, those created in and after the
latter part of the Middle Ages have long been held in lower esteem than their
highly artistic counterparts produced, under the generous patronage of high soci-
ety, in the Heian and Kamakura periods.

The end-of-the Middle Ages and after, however, saw rapid development in
various performing arts, including Noh dance-drama, Kyogen comic drama and
Joruri narrative chanting, as well as swift popularization of Otogi Zoshi and other
stories based on a wide range of anecdotal tales and old folklore. All such arts
and stories enjoyed a remarkably wide audience among all strata of Japanese
society, ranging from the bluest of bluebloods to the commonest of common
people. Picture books and scrolls highlighting such arts and stories made suc-
cessive debut, and their wild acceptance by all kinds of Japanese people, fur-
ther spurred their development and refinement.

Members of the well-known art schools of the time, including Kano and Tosa,
were of course responsible for many such picture books and scrolls. However,
a number of ambitious, though nameless, painters having no school affiliations
also turned out a hugh number of picture books and scrolls. One of the most
brilliant of such artists was Iwasa Matabei, creator of the Okuri—Illustrated Scrolls
of Oguri Hangan and other tours de force in the early Edo period, and so was
the nameless painter of the /llustrated Scrolls of Shutendoji the Ogre, a work
of exquisite beauty and extraordinary attention to details produced most proba-
bly at the request of some daimyo lord.

Comprising some of the most representative works of the early pre-modern
period, the current exhibition attempts to shed light on the development of pre-
modern illustrated scrolls, which came into being and enjoyed immense popular-
ity in close relationship with the spreading of popular literature and performing
arts. It is our most sincere hope that the viewers will fully savor the inimitable
flavor of the tales and stories of this period through a variety of illustrational
pictures on display in the current exhibition.

July, 1997
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