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[llustrated Scroll Okuri

Illustrations attributed to Iwasa Matabei

Early Edo Period (17th century)

In 15 Volumes

Height: 33.8-34.0 cm; Length: 1,238.8-1250.8 cm (Vols. 1-4); 2,475.7-
2,509.4 cm (Vols. 5-15)

Sekkyobushi are moralistic narrative songs which enjoyed
popurality in Japan in the Middle Ages and after. Originally designed
to propagate Buddhist teachings among the general public,
sekkyobushi gradually came to incorporate local legends and folk be-
liefs as lowly monks and priests —and later itinerant entertainers —
tried to give extra flavors to their tuneful recitations. By the pre-
modern era, sekkyobushi had been firmly linked up with joruri ballad
dramas and kabuki theater and had enjoyed immense popularity.
Based on a sekkyobushi entitled Okuri, the present illustrated scroll
tells the story of Oguri and Terute —a story frequently featured in
ningyo-joruri puppet dramas at the beginning of the Edo period.

The illustrated scroll has been attributed to Iwasa Matabei (1578-
1650; also known as Ukiyo Matabei), a painter well known for his
highly unique approaches to his subject matters and art techniques
as well as for his indifference toward the mainstream schools of art of
the day, such as the Kano and Tosa schools. Of his works, illustrated
scrolls are all of a gigantic scale boasting of elaborately-painted gor-
geous scenes. It is now generally believed that Iwasa Matabei created
all his illustrated scrolls in his studio with the help from his disciples.

The outline of the story of the illustrated scroll is as follows:

Oguri, the protagonist of the story, is born as the heir to Nijo
Kaneie, a Kyoto court noble, and Vaisravans’s god-sent. When he
grows up, he gets involved with a beautiful woman who is actually an
incarnation of a monster serpent of a great deep pond. As rumors of
this ungodly union spread throughout Kyoto, the father has no way
but to send Oguri away to the far Province of Hitachi.

In Hitachi, hearing from a merchant called Goto Saemon about
Terute, a beautiful single daughter of Yokoyama, the chief magistrate
of the two provinces of Sagami and Musashi, Oguri sends a loveletter
to her. Getting a favorable response from the girl, Oguri goes on to
marry her without her father’s consent. Enraged by the affront,
Yokoyama, the father, tries to have Oguri destroyed by the man-eat-
ing horse Onikage. Instead of being eaten, however, Oguri deftly
jumps on the horse and successfully rides him. Frustrated,
Yokoyama invites Oguri to a banquet and murders him with poison.
Now that Yokoyama has killed another man’s son, he feels compelled
to put his own daughter Terute to death, too. Fortunately, Terute is
saved, but is sold to various places. Finally, she endsup inaninnina
place called Aohaka in the Province of Mino and is forced to do ardu-
ous kitchen work.

Oguri, in the meantime, is brought to the presence of the King of
Hell, who orders him back to the living world in the form of a hungry
ghost. In order to regain his former self, Oguri has to be borne on an
earth-carrying wagon along the Tokaido highway as far away as to the
mountainous Yunomine where the Grand Shrine of Kumano is lo-
cated. When she sees the ghastly carriage in her neighborhood,
Terute gets a leave of absence of five days from the inn and helps to
move the wagon as far as to Otsu as a form of memorial service to the
dead Oguri whom she believes to be still in Hell. Oguri’'s wagon-
borne journey further continues to Kyoto and Osaka and from thence
a mountain ascentic takes over and carries the ghost on his back up
Mt. Omine. Oguri finally reaches Yunomine, the seat of the Grand
Shrine of Kumano, on the 444th day of his journey. After spending
49 days there, Oguri is finally allowed to regain his former self.

Later, Oguri goes back to Kyoto and reveals himself to his parents
and then presents himself to the Emperor. Afterward, Oguri goes to
the Province of Mino and has a tearful meeting with Terute. From
then on, Oguri enjoys great prosperity and lives to the venerable age
of 83. Upon his death, Oguri gets deified at Onakoto Shrine in the
Province of Mino, while Terute also is deified at a nearby shrine as a

goddess of matrimony. (Translated by Atsuo Tsuruoka)
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Foreword

Among all the illustrated scrolls owned by this museum,
Okuri (lllustrated Scroll of Oguri Hangan), definitely one of
the masterpieces of the early pre-modern era, stands out for its
immense length running up to approximately 324 long meters
in 15 volumes. Another remarkable fact about this illustrated
scroll is that it has been attributed to Iwasa Matabei
Katsumochi, also known as Ukiyo Matabei, who, in the early
Edo period, developed a unique artistic style of his own by
freely using a variety of art techniques depending upon the
particular subject matters selected and whose illustrated
scrolls are widely known for their elaborate colors, their exu-
berant elegance and their immense lengths. Unfortunately,
however, Okuri has so far had little opportunity of being dis-
played in its entirety and has largely remained one of the
former Gyobuisu Imperial masterpieces known only by their
names. At the present exhibition, special efforts have been
made to show the illustrated scroll based on a sekkyobushi
moralistic narrative song at its best through especially bril-
liant scenes selected from each of the 15 volumes arranged in
such a manner as to enable the viewers to follow the story
without undue effort.

With its texts written in the enchanting phraseology of the
ningyo-joruri puppet show songs, the illustrated scroll un-
folds with a bouncing sense of rhythm and the characters ap-
pearing in it have an inimitable lifelikeness. The fascinatingly
vivid and detailed delineation of the scenes in the scroll may
very well remind the viewers of the present-day gekiga dra-
matic comics.

We shall be immensely gratified if the present exhibition
will lead to further detailed studies on the sekkyobushi song
Okuri and on the artist Iwasa Matabei in various scholastic
circles and to acquaint the general viewers of the unique joys
and charms of illustrated scrolls.

July 1995

Museum of The Imperial Collections
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