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List of Exhibits

1
Mako Shirai Ekotoba

(Stories of the Mongol Invasion to Japan)
Kamakura period, 13th century

Two handscrolls, color and ink on paper
Vol. 1. 40.3 x 2450.6; Vol. 2. 40.2 x 2111.8

Also known as “Stories of Takezaki Suenaga®, the scrolls are a
record of the battles fought by Takezaki Suenaga, a shogunate
vassal of the Higo Province who participated in the two wars against
the invading Mongols in the latter part of the Kamakura period —
once in the 11th year of Bun'ei (1274) and again in.the 4th year of
Koan (1281). The stories come in two scrolls. Unfortunately, the
scrolls are badly damaged and it is very difficult to exactly imagine
their original state because of a number of missing and misplaced
sections as well as many supposed later additions and alterations to
both texts and pictures. Almost completely ignoring the backgrounds,
the scrolls zero in on human figures. The taste of the warriors of the
period is clearly reflected in the superb portrayal of the fighting
men’s armors and horses.

2

FEshi no Soshi

(Story of a Painter)

Kamakura period, 14th century
Handscroll, color and ink on paper
30.1 x 788.6

Pictures and texts are in three columns. An impoverished painter
one day gets appointed Governor of Iyo Province and lavishly cel-
ebrates the occasion with all his clan members. However, he soon
finds out that his fief has been stolen and that he is actually without
any source of income. The painter’s repeated appeals for the return
of the land fall on deaf ears. Finally resigned to the realities of life, he
sends his son to a Shingon sect temple and he himself decides to
follow the way of the Buddha. The refreshingly relaxed and exuber-
ant writing and painting styles are highly characteristic of Kamakura
period illustrated scrolls.

3

Kitano Tenjin Engi

(Legends of Kitano Tenjin Shrine) (In six volumes)
Muromachi period, 16th century

Six handscrolls, color and ink on paper

Vol. 134.7 x 836.9; Vol. 2 34.6 x 887.1; Vol. 3 34.6 x 811.4
Vol. 4 34.5 x 789.5; Vol. 5 34.6 x 1012.9; Vol. 6 34.7 x 856.9

4

Kitano Tenjin Engi

(Legends of Kitano Tenjin Shrine) (In three volumes)
Muromachi period, 16th century

Six handscrolls, color and ink on paper

Vol. 133.6 x 1666.8; Vol. 2 33.5 x 2039.6

Vol. 3 33.57 x 1819.8;

These two sets of scrolls are about the life of Sugawara no
Michizane and various tales of his vengeful spirit as well as of the
stories about the origin and the divine favors of the Kitano Tenjin
Shrine. The original versions of these scrolls are in the possession of
the Kyoto shrine. Tenjin worship thrived in the Middle Ages and
resulted in the birth of a great number of illustrated scrolls about the
legends of the shrine. Such scrolls can be catalogued into several
groups by their contents, opening paragraphs and pictures of vari-
ous scenes. The scrolls on display at the current exhibition represent
two of the several different groups.



Foreword

Emaki illustrated scrolls are one of the most important
cultural heritages of our country containing as they do a
variety of unique features highly characteristic of Japanese
culture. Although it is not clear exactly when such scrolls
were first produced, the confirmed fact is that they were quite
popular in the latter part of the Heian period when the Tale of
Genji Scrolls and the Scroll of the Courtier Ban Dainagon came
into being. The illustrated scrolls produced in this period
mostly comprise those based on fictional stories, anecdotal
tales and religious scriptures. With the arrival of the Kamakura
period, scrolls based on legendary accounts of the origins of
temples and shrines, biographical stories of high priests and
tales of wars made their debut and enjoyed immense popu-
larity. In the Muromachi period, many folk tales were added
to further increase the already impressive variety of illustrated
scrolls. Unlike the picture scrolls in the earlier period, which
were meant solely for the enjoyment of the Imperial court
nobles, those in the Middle Ages often served to whip up the
morale of the fighting men or to help various temples, shrines
and religious sects to publicize their beliefs and doctrines,
and such new duties gave colorful twists and immense mo-
mentum to the development of illustrated scrolls in general.
For the current exhibition, we have selected three types (four
items) of scrolls — the Stories of the Mongol Invasion to Japan,
one of the best known war tale scrolls in the Kamakura
period, the Story of a Painter, a chronicle of a host of unto-
ward incidents which fell on the protagonist, and two popular
Middle Age versions of the Legends of Kitano Tenjin Shrine
containing biographical stories of Sugawara no Michizane, a
famous scholar in the Heian period who is consecrated in
the Kyoto shrine.

It will give us great pleasure if the visitors to our museum
will take this opportunity to fully appreciate the scrolls which
have so far rarely been on display.
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